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“ A city is not gauged by its length and width, but 

by the broadness of its vision and the height of its 

dreams.” 

- Herb Caen 
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TALL AS S EE  –  A  B R IEF  H I S TORY  
 
T a l l a s see ’ s  e a r l y  d a y s  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  N a t i v e  Am e r i ca n  

s e t t l e me nt s  T a l i s i  a n d  T u k a b a h ch i ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  m o d e r n  T a l l a s se e .  I n  1 8 44 ,  T h o m a s  M e r iwe t h e r  

B a r n e t t  a n d  W i l l i a m M .  M a r k s  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  t e x t i l e  

m i l l  i n  T a l l a s see  o n  t h e  we s t  b a n k  o f  t h e  T a l l a p o osa  

R i v e r .  A s  T a l l a s see ’ s  s t o r y  co n t i n u e d ,  p l a n t e r s  r a i s e d  

co t t o n ,  t h e  m i l l s  p r o s p e r e d ,  a n d  T a l l a s see  g r e w .  B y  

1 852 ,  a  s e co n d  4 - s t o r y  m i l l  r o s e  a lo n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f   

t h e  T a l l a p o o sa .   
 

D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  W a r ,  T a l l a s se e  b e ca m e  a n  im p o r t a n t  

s u p p l y  ce n t e r  f o r  t h e  C o n f e d e r acy .  T h e  m i l l s  p r o d u ce d  

c lo t h  f o r  u n i f o r m s ,  co t s ,  a n d  t e n t s  a n d  t h e  o ld  m i l l  

wa s  b r i e f l y  co n v e r t e d  i n t o  a n  a r m o r y  t h a t  

m a n u f a c t u r ed  ca r b in e s  f o r  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A r m y .  

U n io n  f o r ce s  t w i ce  a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i n d  a n d  d e s t r o y  t h e  

a r m o r y ,  h o we v e r ,  U n io n  s o ld i e r s  n e v e r  r e a ch e d  

T a l l a s see ,  a n d  s o  t h e  t o wn  b o a s t s  t h e  o n l y  

C o n f e d er a t e  a r m o r y  s t a n d in g  t o d a y .   

 
As  p a r t  o f  t h e  T e x t i l e  M i l l  N o .  2  e x p a n s ion  i n  1 8 98 ,  a  

n e w  m i l l  v i l l a g e  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  wa s  

b u i l t  f o r  wo r k e r s .  T h i s  m i l l  v i l l a g e  s t i l l  e x i s t s  t o  t h i s  

d a y .  J u s t  l i k e  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  W a r ,  T a l l a s see  M i l l s  

p l a y e d  a n  im p o r t a n t  r o l e  d u r i n g  W o r ld  W a r  I  a n d  

W o r ld  W a r  I I ,  m a k in g  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  wa r  e f f o r t  a n d  

s u p p l y in g  m e n  i n  b a t t l e .   

 

I n  1 9 16  t h e  M o u n t  V e r n o n - W oo d be r ry  C o t t o n  D u ck  

C o m p a n y ,  o wn e r s  o f  t h e  m i l l s ,  f o u g h t  a  co u r t  b a t t l e  

w i t h  A l a b a m a  P o we r  C o m p a n y ,  i n  wh i ch  t h e  p o we r  

co m p a n y  wa n t e d  t o  b u i l d  a  d a m  a b o v e  t h e  g r e a t  f a l l s  

a t  T a l l a s see  t o  g e n e r a t e  e n e r g y  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e .  A t  t h a t  

t im e  t h e  M o u n t  V e r n o n - W oo d be r r y  C o t t o n  D u ck  

C o m p a n y  o wn e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  m i l l s  a n d  t h e  l a n d  wh e r e  

t h e y  s t o o d ,  b u t  a l s o  m o s t  o f  t h e  t o wn  o f  T a l l a s see ,  t h e  

r i g h t - o f -wa y  t o  t h e  f a l l s ,  a n d  t h e  d a m  t h a t  wa s  t h e n  i n  

p l a ce  o v e r  t h e  f a l l s .  U l t im a t e l y ,  t h e  m i l l s  l o s t  t h e  

s u p r e m e  co u r t  ca s e  a n d  Y a t e s  D a m  wa s  co m p le t e d  i n  

1 928 .   

 

       |  B A C KG R O U N D  +  V I S I O N   
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T h e  M o u n t  V e r n o n  
C o m p a n y  b e c a m e  t h e  
w o r l d ’ s  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r  
o f  c o t t o n  d u c k  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
s u p p l y i n g  c o t t o n  f o r  
s a i l s ,  u n i f o r m s ,  t e n t s  
a n d  p a r a c h u t e s  f o r  t h e  
a r m y .  
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D o wn t o wn  T a l l a s se e  wa s  a  h u b  o f  b u s in e ss  a c t i v i t y  i n  

t h e  1 9 20s  a n d  i n c lu d e d  a  l u x u r y  h o t e l ,  b u s y  t e x t i l e  

m i l l s ,  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  r e t a i l  e s t a b l i sh me nt s .  I n  1 9 25 ,  

T a l l a s see  M i l l s  f o u n d e d  t h e  T a l l a s see  C o m m u n i t y  

Ho s p i t a l .  I n  1 9 30 ,  T h u r lo w  D a m  wa s  co m p le t e d ,  b u i l t  

o n  t o p  o f  t h e  o ld  T a l l a s see  M i l l s  D a m .  T h e  T a l l a s se e  

M i l l s  b u i l t  t wo  m i l l  v i l l a g e s  f o r  i t s  wo r k e r s ,  o n e  i n  

W e s t  T a l l a s see  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i n  E a s t  T a l l a s see .   
 

U n t i l  r e ce n t l y ,  T a l l a s se e  h a s  b e e n  a  t e x t i l e  t o wn .  F o r  

1 61  y e a r s ,  t h e  T a l l a s see  M i l l s  o p e r a t e d  i n  T a l l a s se e ,  

p r o d u c in g  co t t o n  a n d  wo o le n  t e x t i l e s .  Ov e r  t h e  y e a r s  

t h e  m i l l  wa s  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  i t  h e a v i l y  co n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

d e v e lo pm e nt  o f  t h e  T o wn  o f  T a l l a s see  i n  a lm o s t  e v e r y  

wa y .  T h e  m i l l s  b u i l t  t h e  wa t e r  s y s t e m ,  l i b r a r y ,  

e m p lo y ee  h o u s in g ,  co m m u n i t y  h o s p i t a l ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  

b r i d g e s ,  e l e c t r i c  p o we r  p l a n t ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  

f a c i l i t i e s  T a l l a s se ea ns  n e e d e d .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  

cu r r e n t l y  i n  T a l l a s see  we r e  e i t h e r  d e v e lo p e d ,  f i n a n ce d ,  

o r  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  m i l l s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  

t we n t i e t h  ce n t u r y .  T h e  m i l l s  a r e  t h e  r e a s o n  T a l l a s see  

f l o u r i sh ed  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 00s  a n d  1 9 00s .  On ce  t h e  

m i l l s  s ca l e d  b a ck  a n d  u l t im a t e l y  c l o s e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  

1 990s  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 00s ,  T a l l a s see  h a s  b e g u n  t o  

e x p e r i en ce  t h e  r e p e r cu s s ion s  o f  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  m i l l s  

f o r  s o  m u ch .  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  co m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  

t h a t  wo u ld  h a v e  p r e v io u s l y  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  

m i l l ,  h a v e  e x p e r i e n ced  d e c l i n e  o v e r  t h e  m o r e  r e ce n t  

y e a r s  d u e  t o  l a ck  o f  r e s o u r ce s .  

 |  BACKGROUND + VISION  
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|  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  

E a r l y  i m a g e s  o f  t h e  
T a l l a s s e e  a n d  t h e  m i l l ,  
w h i c h  b e g a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
i n  1 8 4 4 .  

 

 

Image Sources |  

Tallasseetimes.com 

Google.com 

  

 
1 - 2  

C i t i z e n s  o f  T a l l a s s e e  
g a t h e r i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  H o t e l  
T a l i s i .   

 

A e r i a l  v i e w  o f  T h u r l o w  D a m  a n d  t h e  F i t z p a t r i c k  
B r i d g e  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s .     

 

A  c r o w d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  7 , 5 0 0  
g a t h e r  f o r  “ E ”  D a y  a t  
T a l l a s s e e  M i l l s  i n  1 9 4 3 .   

 



P UR POS E  OF  THE  P L AN  
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  2 0 40  C o m p r e h e n s i ve  P l a n  

p r e s e n t s  a  v i s i o n  o f  wh a t  k i n d  o f  co m m u n i t y  t h e  C i t y  

wo u ld  l i k e  t o  b e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  id e n t i f i e s  t h e  s t e p s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  m o v e  t o wa r d  t h a t  v i s i o n .  T h e  P l a n  

p r o v id e s  i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  t h e  C i t y ' s  cu r r e n t  

co n d i t i o n s ,  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l s ,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  

im p le m e nt a t io n  a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  a d d r e s s es  a  w id e  r a n g e  

o f  i s s u e s ,  i n c l u d in g  l a n d  u s e ,  h o u s in g ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i on ,  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e ,  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i on  o f  h i s t o r i c  a n d  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r ce s ,  a n d  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e nt .  

 
As  a  l o n g - t e r m  g u id e  f o r  t h e  co m m u n i t y ,  t h e  P l a n  

h e lp s  C i t y  l e a d e r s  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  l o ca t i o n ,  

s ca l e ,  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  n e w  d e v e lo p m en t ,  t h e  

im p r o v e me nt  o f  n e ig h b o r h o od s  a n d  co m m e r c i a l  a r e a s ,  

t h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i on  o f  d o wn t o wn  a n d  s u r r o u n d in g  

h i s t o r i c  a r e a s ,  t h e  e x t e n s io n  a n d  u p g r a d e  o f  r o a d s  a n d  

u t i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  C i t y ’ s  p a r k s ,  p u b l i c  

s p a ce s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  a r e a s .  
 
T h i s  p l a n  i s  a d o p t e d  t o  s e t  t h e  C i t y ’ s  g r o wt h  a n d  

d e v e lo pm e nt  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  w i t h in  a  

l o n g  t e r m  p l a n n in g  h o r i z o n  o f  t we n t y  y e a r s .  T h e  C i t y  

P l a n n ing  C o m m is s io n  e x p e c t s  t o  co n s id e r  o cca s io n a l  

r e v i s io ns  t o  t h e  p l a n ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  a t  i t s  n e x t  r e q u i r e d  

r e v i e w  i n  f i v e  y e a r s .  I n  t h e  m e a n t im e ,  t h i s  p l a n  i s  

m e a n t  t o  s e t  t h e  C i t y  o n  a  co u r s e  t o wa r d  m e e t i n g  i t s  

l o n g - t e r m  v i s i o n .  

       |  BACKGROUND + VISION  01 

I M PORTA NC E  OF  A  C OM PR EHE NS IV E  P L AN  
 
T h e  C o m p r e h e ns i ve  P l a n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e s s e n t i a l  

d o cu m e n t s  p r o d u ce d  b y  a  l o ca l  g o v e r n m e n t .  S e c t i o n  

1 1 -52-8  o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  A l a b a m a  p r e s c r i b e s  t h a t  e v e r y  

co m m u n i t y  ( p l a n n in g  co m m is s ion )  p r e p a r e  a n d  a d o p t  

a  co m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  t o  g u id e  i t s  f u t u r e  g r o wt h  a n d  

d e v e lo pm e nt .  T h i s  p l a n  m u st  b e  k e p t  u p  t o  d a t e .   I t  

i s  r e co m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n n in g  co m m is s ion  r e v i e w  

t h e  p l a n  a t  l e a s t  o n ce  e v e r y  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h e  P l a n  i s  

im p o r t a n t  b e ca u s e  i t  i s  b o t h  co m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  l o n g  

t e r m .  I t  h e lp s  t o  co o r d in a t e  m o s t  C i t y  a c t i v i t i e s  b y  

e x a m in in g  t h e m  a l l  t o g e t h e r  a t  o n e  t im e ,  a  

co m p r e h e n s i v e  a p p r o a ch .  I n  t h i s  wa y  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  i s  

co o r d in a t ed  w i t h  d e c i s i o n s  o n  n e w  d e v e lo p m e nt  wh i ch  

i n  t u r n  ca n  b e  a cco m m o d a t e d  b y  p l a n n e d  

im p r o v e me nt s  t o  wa t e r  a n d  s e we r  s e r v i ce .  A t  t h e  s a m e  

t im e ,  v a lu e d  h i s t o r i c  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce s  a r e  

i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  co n s id e r e d .   

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e ’ s  
c o m m e r c i a l  v e n u e s  a r e  a l o n g  
G i l m e r  A v e n u e ,  p i c t u r e d  
a b o v e .  

 

Image Source |  

Google.com 
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Ad o p t in g  a n d  p u b l i s h ing  a  co m p r e h e n s i ve  p l a n  

co m m u n i ca t es  t h e  C i t y ’ s  d e s i r e s  a n d  d e v e lo p m en t a l  

p o l i c i e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  we l l  a s  t o  s t a t e ,  f e d e r a l  a n d  

p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s .  A  l o n g - t e r m  v i e w  i s  n e ce s s a r y  s o  

t h a t  s h o r t - t e r m s o lu t i o n s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  c r i s i s  d o  

n o t  p r e c lu d e  t h e  C i t y  f r o m  r e a ch in g  i t s  l o n g - t e r m 

g o a l s .  

 
I n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 06 ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  P l a n n ing  a n d  

Zo n in g  C o m m is s ion  a d o p t e d  “ C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  La n d  

U s e  P l a n ” ,  t h e  f i r s t  l o n g  r a n g e  p l a n n in g  d o cu m e n t  f o r  

t h e  C i t y .  A s  w i t h  o t h e r  m u n i c ip a l i t i e s  i n  A l a b a m a ,  

s i n ce  t h e  La n d  U s e  P l a n ’ s  a d o p t io n ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  

T a l l a s see  wa s  a f f e c t e d  b y  a  n a t i o n a l  r e ce s s io n  d u r i n g  

t h e  t im e  p e r io d  t h a t  n e g a t i v e l y  im p a c t e d  t h e  e co n o m y  

a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  h o w  t h e  C i t y  v i e ws  i t s  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  

f u t u r e .  

 

W h i l e  l a n d  u s e  i s  a  b a s i c  co m p o n e n t  o f  co m p r e h e n s i ve  

p l a n n in g  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  i n  ca r r y i n g  o u t  z o n in g  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h in  a  m u n i c ip a l i t y ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  f u l l - f l ed g ed  

co m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  f e w  i f  a n y  u p d a t e s  

h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  t h e  La n d  U s e  P l a n  s i n ce  2 0 06 .    A s  

a  r e s u l t ,  i n  2 0 17  t h e  T a l l a s see  P l a n n ing  C o m m is s io n  

ch o s e  t o  co n d u c t  a  co m p le t e  co m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n n in g  

p r o ce s s .    T h i s  p r o ce s s  b e g a n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

p a r t i c i p a t i on  i n  t h e  A l a b a m a  C o m m u n i t i e s  o f  

E x ce l l en ce  p r o g r a m  a n d  i n c lu d e d  h o ld in g  a  s e r i e s  o f  

p u b l i c  i n p u t  m e e t i n g s  t o  d e t e r m in e  t h e  e l e m e n t s  t o  b e  

i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  P l a n  a n d  id e n t i f y  t h e  a s s e t s  a n d  i s s u e s  

s u r r o u n d in g  e a ch  e l e m e n t .  

 

T HE  P L AN  AS  A  P OLIC Y  D OC UM ENT  
 
I t  i s  im p o r t a n t  f o r  c i t i z e n s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  wh i l e  t h e  

P l a n  i s  im p o r t a n t  i t  i s  n o t  a  r e g u l a t i n g  d o cu m e n t .  

R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a  p o l i c y  d o cu m e n t  u s e d  b y  t h e  P l a n n ing  

C o m m iss ion  a n d  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  t o  g u id e  d e c i s i o n s  

a b o u t  s u ch  i s s u e s  a s  r e z o n in g  p r o p o s a l s ,  t h e  l o ca t i o n  

o f  n e w  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  i n f r a s t r u c t u re ,  i n v e s t m en t s  i n  

wa t e r  a n d  s e we r  im p r o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  d e v e lo p m en t  

o f  p a r k s .  T h e  P l a n  i s  im p le m e n t ed  b y  t h e  C i t y  t h r o u g h  

t h e  Zo n in g  Or d in a n ce s  a n d  S u b d i v i s io n  R e g u l a t i o ns ,  

t h e  C i t y  C o d e ,  t h e  C a p i t a l  Im p r o v e m e nt  P r o g r a m ,  a n d  

t h e  An n u a l  B u d g e t .  
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01 

“ To pr ov i de  

a  h i gh   

qu a l i t y  of  l i f e  
for   

ou r  c i t i z ens  
w h i l e  pr om ot i ng 

ba l a n ced 
economi c  gr ow th  

a n d pr eser v i ng  

ou r  n a tu r a l  
bea u ty,   

di ver s i ty,  a n d 
h i s tor i c  

ch a r a c ter.”  

 
V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t ,  

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  

 

|  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  1 - 4  



C OMMUNIT Y  PART IC IPAT I O N   
 
Ke y  t o  d e v e lo p m en t  o f  t h e  P l a n  wa s  i n p u t  f r o m  t h e  

g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  s t a k e h o ld er s ,  a n d  C i t y  s t a f f .   I n p u t  

f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  wa s  g a t h e r e d  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  

o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  h e ld  a t  T a l l a s see  C i t y  Ha l l .  R e g u l a r  

wo r k  s e s s io n s  we r e  h e ld  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  e l e m e n t s  o f  

t h e  C o m p r e h e n s i ve  P l a n .   T h e s e  wo r k  s e s s io n s  we r e  

a d v e r t i sed  a s  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  t o  a l l o w  c i t i z e n s  a n d  

co m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i e w  a n d  

a c t i v e l y  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  d e l i b e r a t io ns  t h a t  t o o k  p l a ce  

d u r i n g  t h e  f o r m u la t i o n  o f  t h i s  d o cu m e n t .   C o p ie s  o f  

t h e  “ As s e t s  a n d  I s s u e s ”  l i s t s ,  d e v e lo p e d  f r o m  e a ch  

e l e m e n t  m e e t i n g ,  a r e  i n c l u d e d  a s  Ap p e n d i x  A  o f  t h i s  

P l a n .  

 
Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  wa s  a  f o r m a l  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  h e ld  

d u r i n g  t h e  Au g u s t  6 ,  2 0 18 ,  P l a n n in g  C o m m is s io n  

m e e t i n g .  A t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  t h e  f l o o r  wa s  o p e n  f o r  p u b l i c  

co m m e n t s ,  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  o b s e r v a t io ns  r e g a r d in g  t h e  

C o m p r e h en s i ve  P l a n .    T h i s  h e a r i n g  wa s  a d v e r t i s ed  i n  

t h e  T a l l a s se e  T r i b u n e .   T h e  m in u t e s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  a r e  

p u b l i c  r e co r d  s t o r e d  a t  C i t y  Ha l l .  

 
 

  
 

 
  
 

       |  BACKGROUND + VISION  01 

Demograph ic  Over v iew  

 
I n f o r m a t io n  o n  t h e  ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

p o p u la t io n ,  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o wt h  r a t e ,  a n d  i n co m e  l e v e l s  

i s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  p l a n n in g  f o r  f u t u r e  co m m u n i t y  n e e d s  

s u ch  a s  s ch o o l s ,  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

p o l i ce  p r o t e c t i o n ,  e m e r g e n cy  s e r v i ce s ,  h u m a n  

s e r v i ces ,  a n d  h o u s in g .  C h a p t e r s  w i t h in  t h e  

C o m p r e h en s i ve  P l a n  u t i l i z e  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  C e n s u s  

B u r e a u  a n d  o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d i e s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  

i n c l u d e s  i n f o r m a t io n  f r o m  s e v e r a l  s o u r ce s  i n c l u d in g  

p a s t  U . S .  C e n s u s  d a t a ,  t h e  U . S .  C e n s u s  B u r e a u ’ s  2 0 12  –  

2 016  Am e r i ca n  C o m m u n i t y  S u r v e y  ( AC S )  5 - Y e a r  

E s t im a te s ,  t h e  2 0 10  U . S .  C e n s u s  o f  P o p u l a t i on ,  a n d  

o t h e r s  a s  n o t e d  b e lo w .   

 
T h e  D e m o g r a p h ic  b a ck g r o u n d  p r o f i l e  p r o v id e s  a  

f o u n d a t ion  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  o n  c i t y - w id e  d e m o g r a p h i c  

ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h e  r e g io n a l  co n t e x t  o f  T a l l a s see ’ s  

p o p u la t io n ,  a n d  cu r r e n t  t r e n d s  p r o j e c t i o n s .  T h e  

i n f o r m a t io n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  p u t  co m p r e h e n s i ve  p l a n  

d e c i s i o ns  w i t h in  t h e  co n t e x t  o f  wh e r e  T a l l a s se e  i s  n o w ,  

h o w  t h e  C i t y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  a n d  wh a t  t h e  

C i t y  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  f a c i n g  a s  i t  m o v e s  f o r wa r d .   

Ad d i t i o n a l  d e m o g r a p h i c  d a t a  m a y  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n  t o  wh i ch  t h e y  p e r t a i n .  
 

T a l l a s s e e  c o m m u n i t y  
m e m b e r s  a t t e n d i n g  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  
m e e t i n g s .  

Image Sources  |  

Central Alabama Regional Planning and 

Development Commission  
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B a s ed  o n  t h e  2 0 10  U S  C e n s u s ,  t h e r e  we r e  1 , 9 31  

h o u s e h o ld s  o u t  o f  wh i ch  3 4 . 3% h a d  ch i l d r e n  u n d e r  t h e  

a g e  o f  1 8  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e m ,  3 9 . 3% we r e  m a r r i e d  

co u p le s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  2 0 . 0%  h a d  a  f e m a le  

h o u s e h o ld er  w i t h  n o  h u s b a n d  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  3 5 . 2% we r e  

n o n - f a mi l i e s ;  3 0 . 9% o f  a l l  h o u s e h o ld s  we r e  m a d e  u p  o f  

i n d i v idu a l s  a n d  1 4 . 1% h a d  s o m e o n e  l i v i n g  a lo n e  wh o  

wa s  6 5  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o ld e r .  T h e  a v e r a g e  h o u s e h o ld  

s i z e  wa s  2 . 44  a n d  t h e  a v e r a g e  f a m i l y  s i z e  wa s  3 . 05 .  

 

T h e  m e d ia n  i n co m e  f o r  a  h o u s e h o ld  i n  t h e  c i t y  wa s  

$ 45 ,972 ,  a n d  t h e  m e d ia n  i n co m e  f o r  a  f a m i l y  wa s  

$ 53 ,986 .  M a le s  h a d  a  m e d ia n  i n co m e  o f  $ 4 6 ,146  v e r s u s  

$ 30 ,797  f o r  f e m a le s .  T h e  p e r  ca p i t a  i n co m e  f o r  t h e  

c i t y  wa s  $ 2 0 ,672 .  Ab o u t  1 5 . 4% o f  f a m i l i e s  a n d  1 5 .8%  

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  we r e  b e lo w  t h e  p o v e r t y  l i n e ,  

i n c l u d in g  1 6 . 4% o f  t h o s e  u n d e r  a g e  1 8  a n d  1 0 . 3%  o f  

t h a t  a g e  6 5  o r  o v e r .  

Popula t ion  
 

T h e  2 0 10  D e ce n n i a l  C e n s u s  f o u n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s ee  

w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  4 , 8 19  p e o p le ,  a  d e c r e a s e  o f  1 1 5  

i n d i v idu a l s  f r o m  t h e  2 0 00  D e ce n n i a l  C e n s u s  ( C e n s u s  

2 000  P o p u l a t i on  4 , 9 34 ) .  T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  

a n d  l o ca l  e co n o m y ,  e x a ce r b a t e d  b y  t h e  n a t io n a l  t r e n d  

o f  s m a l l e r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  d e ­ c l i n i n g  h o u s e h o ld  s i z e ,  w i l l  

h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  g r o wt h  a n d  r a t e  o f  

d e v e lo pm e nt  o f  T a l l a s se e .  T a l l a s see  h a s  b e e n  o n  a  

s t e a d y  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  s i n ce  t h e  1 9 60s .  T h i s  i s ,  i n  

p a r t ,  d u e  t o  t h e  l o s s e s  o f  m a jo r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  

t e x t i l e  o p e r a t i o n s .  I n  m o r e  r e ce n t  y e a r s ,  s e v e r a l  m a jo r  

i n d u s t r i e s  h a v e  co m e  t o  t h e  T a l l a s see  a r e a  a n d  i f  t h i s  

co n t i n u e s ,  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  l i k e l y  r i s e .    

Q u i c k  F a c t s  
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Rac ia l  Compos i t ion  
 

T a l l a s see ,  l i k e  m o s t  U . S .  c i t i e s ,  i s  b e co m in g  m o r e  

d i v e r s e  a s  t h e  co u n t r y ’ s  o v e r a l l  d i v e r s i t y  i n c r e a s e s .  

R e v i e w  o f  t h e  d a t a  i n d i ca t e s  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

d i v e r s i t y  i s  co n s i s t e n t  o v e r  t im e .  

Age Compos i t ion   
 

T a l l a s see ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s  d o wn wa r d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  

f i f t y - yea r  p e r io d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x ce p t io n  o f  t h e  m o s t  

r e ce n t  2 0 16  Am e r i ca n  C o m m u n i t y  S u r v e y  e s t im a t e  o f  

1 7 % p o p u la t i o n  i n c r e a s e  s i n ce  2 0 10 .  T h e  l a r g e s t  a g e  

g r o u p s  a r e  t h e  wo r k in g  a d u l t  a g e  g r o u p s  o f  2 5  t o  3 4 ,  

3 5  t o  4 4 ,  a n d  4 5  t o  5 4  y e a r s  o f  a g e .   

 

|  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  1 - 6  
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Tallassee Age Distribution : 2000 - 2016* 

2016 

2010 

2000 

Census 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2016*

Population 1,479 5,306 6,105 5,704 5,583 5,112 4,934 4,819 5,657

% Change (+/-) - 259% 13% -5% -2% -8% -3% -2% 17%

Source: US Census and *American Community Survey

Tallassee, Alabama Historical Population 

Table 1

1990 % 2000 % 2010 % 2016* %

Total 

Population 
5,112 100 4,934 100 4,819 100 5,657 100

White 4,352 85.2 3,964 80.3 3,489 72.4 4,314 76.3

African - 

American 
738 14.4 869 17.6 1,127 23.4 1,074 19.0

Asian 10 0.2 15 0.3 31 0.6 129 2.3

Other 10 0.2 86 1.8 172 3.6 140 2.4

Hispanic** 19 3.7 53 1.1 145 3.0 118 2.1

**People who classify themselves as “Hispanic” may be any race. 

Source: US Census and *American Community Survey 

City Racial Composition 

Table 2

Source :  US Census  and Amer ican  Community  Survey  
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T h e  s ch o o l - a ge  b r a ck e t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  co n s t a n t  i n  r e g a r d  t o   

t h e  o v e r a l l  d i s t r i b u t io n ,  wh i ch  r e p r e s e n t s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  2 7 %   

o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .   I n c r e a s es  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l   

r e s u l t  i n  i n c r e a s e s  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  b r a ck e t s ,  a n d   

t h u s  co u ld  r e s u l t  i n  i n c r e a s e d  n e e d s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  ca r e ,  

s ch o o l s ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  r e t a i l  d e v e lo p m e nt .   

 

H OUS ING   
 

Uni ts  –  Number  &  Type :   A s  o f  t h e  2 0 10  ce n s u s ,  t h e r e  we r e  

4 , 819  p e o p le ,  1 , 931  h o u s e h o ld s ,  a n d  1 , 252  f a m i l y  h o u s e h o lds  

r e s id ing  i n  t h e  c i t y .  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  wa s  4 9 8 .3  p e o p le   

p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e  ( 1 9 2 .4 /km ) .  T h e r e  we r e  2 , 284  h o u s in g  u n i t s   

a t  a n  a v e r a g e  d e n s i t y  o f  2 3 6 .2  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e  ( 9 1 .2 /k m) .  

 |  BACKGROUND + VISION  
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2000 % 2010 % 2016* %

 Total Housing Units 2,367 100.0 2,284 100.0 2,475 100.0

  Occupied Housing Units 2,067 87.3 1,931 84.5 2,103 85.0

  Vacant Housing Units 300 12.7 353 15.5 372 15.0

  Occupied Housing Units 2,067 100.0 1,931 100.0 2,103 100.0

  Owner-occupied Units 1,293 62.4 1,117 57.8 1,128 53.6

  Renter-occupied Units 774 37.4 814 42.2 975 46.4

Table 3

City Housing Units 

Source: US Census and *American Community Survey 

Total 

Estimate 

Owner 

Estimate 

Renter 

Estimate

 Occupied Housing Units 2,103 1,128 975

   1, Detached 78.6% 95.3% 59.4%

   1, Attached 1.4% 0.8% 2.1%

   2 Apartments 0.5% 0.0% 1.1%

   3 or 4 Apartments 0.9% 0.0% 1.8%

   5 to 9 Apartments 9.7% 0.0% 21.0%

   10 or More Apartments 4.7% 0.0% 10.1%

   Mobile Home/ Other Type of Housing 4.2% 3.9% 4.5%

Source: 2016 American Community Survey 

Table 4 

Housing Unit Types 

7  

Households are 

classified by type 

according to the 

sex of the 

householder and 

the presence of 

relatives. 

Examples include: 

married couple 

family; male 

householder, no 

wife present; 

female 

householder, no 

husband present. 
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Age of  Hous i ng :   T h e  y e a r  a  s t r u c t u r e  wa s  b u i l t  p r o v id e s  a  

r o u g h  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  h o u s in g  s t o ck .  O ld e r  

h o m e s  o f t e n  co n t a in  m a in t e n a nce  i s s u e s  a n d  h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  

n o t  f o u n d  i n  n e we r  h o m e s .  T h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  o ccu p ie d  

h o u s in g  u n i t s  i n  T a l l a s se e ,  6 6 . 2% ,  we r e  b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1 9 80 .  T h i s  

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  co m p a r e d  t o  t h e  A l a b a m a  e s t im a t e  o f  4 6 . 2% ,  

a n d  t h e  n a t io n a l  e s t im a t e  o f  5 5 . 1% f o r  t h e  s a m e  t im e  p e r io d .   

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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Home –  Occupa ncy  Si ze :   F r o m  2 0 00  t o  2 0 16 ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

h o u s e h o ld s  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 . 75% ,  wh i l e  

t h e  o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 4 . 65% .  T h e  r a t e  o f  

h o u s e h o ld s  i n c r e a s e d  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  r a t e  o f  

p o p u l a t io n .  N a t io n a l l y ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h o u s e h o ld s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  

b y  1 2 . 2  m i l l i o n  ( 1 1 .6%)  b e t we e n  2 0 00  a n d  2 0 16 .  S im i l a r l y ,  

h o u s e h o ld  s i z e  co n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e .    

 

8  

    2010 or Later

    2000 to 2009 

    1980 to 1999

    1960 to 1979

    1940 to 1959

    1939 or Earlier

Source: US Census and American Community Survey

15.3%

21.0%

26.3%

13.9%

21.1%

8.3%

16.3%

14.5%

26.4%

29.4%

18.5%

11.6%

20.0%

20.6%

25.6%

Total Occupied 

Units Estimate 

Owner           

Estimate

Renter            

Estimate 

3.8% 5.0% 2.4%

Year Structure Built 

Table 5 

 Owner-occupied Units

 Renter-occupied Units 

Table 6

Average Household Size 

Source: US Census and *American Community Survey

2000 2010 2016*

2.32

2.36

2.44

2.44

2.78

2.48
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Si ngl e Fa mi l y  –  D eta ched Hous i ng.  A  

d we l l i n g  wh i ch  i s  e n t i r e l y  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  

o p e n  s p a ce  o n  t h e  s a m e  lo t .   

Mobi l e Home.  A t r a n s p o r t a b l e  s t r u c t u r e  

s u i t a b le  f o r  y e a r - r o u nd  s i n g l e - f a mi l y  

o ccu p a n cy  a n d  h a v in g  wa t e r ,  e l e c t r i c a l ,  

a n d  s e wa g e  co n n e c t io n s  s im i l a r  t o  t h o s e  

o f  co n v e n t io n a l  d we l l i n g s .   

D upl ex  Hous i ng.  A  b u i l d in g  d e s ig n e d   

o r  a r r a n g e d  t o  b e  o ccu p ie d  b y  t wo  

f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n d e p e n d e nt l y ,  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  h a v in g  o n l y  t wo  d we l l i n g  u n i t s  

Apa r tment .  A p a r t  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  

co n s i s t in g  o f  a  r o o m  o r  r o o m s  i n t e n d e d ,  

d e s ig n ed ,  o r  u s e d  a s  a  r e s id e n ce  b y  a n  

i n d i v idu a l  o r  a  s i n g l e  f a m i l y .   

Si ngl e Fa mi l y  –  At ta ched Hous i ng.  A  

d we l l i n g  wh i ch  i s  j o i n e d  t o  a n o t h e r  

d we l l i n g  a t  o n e  o r  m o r e  s i d e s  b y  a  p a r t y  

wa l l  o r  wa l l s .   

“A dwelling is a building or portion 

thereof designed or used primarily as 

living quarters for one or more 

families, but nor including hotels, 

motor lodges, or other 

accommodations for the transient 

public.” 

 

- The American Planning Association,  

April 2004 

A c i t y ’ s  h o u s in g  o p t io n s  a r e  o n e  o f  m a n y  

k e y  i t e m s  t h a t  a t t r a c t  p e o p le  t o  a n  a r e a .  

T h e  f o l l o w in g  h o u s in g  t y p e s  a r e  n a t i v e  t o  

t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see .   
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ENVIRONMENT 

“A [nation] that destroys its soils destroys itself. 

Forests are the lungs of our land, purifying the air 

and giving fresh strength to our people.” 

- Franklin D. Roosevelt  

 

2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   
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P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



LOC ATIO N   
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  i s  l o ca t e d  a p p r o x im at e ly  3 2  m i l e s  

e a s t  o f  D o wn t o wn  M o n t g o m e r y  a n d  s t r a d d le s  t h e  

co u n t y  l i n e s  o f  E lm o r e  a n d  T a l l a p o o sa  co u n t i e s  a t  t h e  

f a r  s o u t h e a s t e r n  b o a r d e r  o f  E lm o r e  C o u n t y .   T a l l a s se e  

i s  s i t u a t e d  a lo n g  In t e r s t a te  H ig h wa y  8 5  a n d  h a s  d i r e c t  

a cce s s  t o  b o t h  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  M o n t g o m e r y  a n d  A t l a n t a ,  

G e o r g i a  v i a  t h i s  r o u t e .   

 

G EOLOG Y  +  TOPOG R AP H Y   
 

Geography   

 
G e o lo g y  i s  t h e  u n d e r l y i ng  r o ck  f o r m a t io n s  o f  a  p l a ce  

a n d  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f o r m a t io n  o f  s o i l s ,  t o p o g r a p h y  

a n d  s lo p e s ,  a n d  s u r f a ce  a n d  g r o u n d  wa t e r .  T h e  S t a t e  

o f  A l a b a m a  i s  d i v id e d  i n t o  f i v e  m a jo r  g e o lo g i c  

p r o v in ce s :  C o a s t a l  P l a i n ,  P i e d m o n t ,  V a l l e y  a n d  R a n g e ,  

C u m b e r la nd  P l a t e a u ,  a n d  H ig h l a n d  R im .  E a ch  p r o v in ce  

h a s  d i f f e r e n t  r o ck  f o r m a t io n s ,  g e o lo g i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  

p h y s io gr ap h ic ,  a n d  wa t e r  b e a r i n g  ca p a c i t y .  T a l l a s see  

i s  l o ca t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t io n  o f  t h e  E a s t  G u l f  C o a s t  

P l a i ns  a n d  P i e d m o n t  U p l a n d  r e g io n s .   A  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  

S o i l  S u r v e y  o f  E lm o r e  C o u n t y ,  A l a b a m a  a n d  T a l l a p o o sa  

C o u n t y ,  AL  ( U S D A  S o i l  C o n s e r va t io n  S e r v i ce ) ,  wh i ch  

co v e r s  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

s o i l s  a r e  d o m in a t e d  b y  A l l u v i a l  P l a i n ,  F a l l  L i n e  H i l l s  

a n d  S o u t h e r n  P i e d m o n t  U p l a n d  s o i l s .  
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B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  
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T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  i s  
l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  E a s t  G u l f  C o a s t  
P l a i n s  a n d  P i e d m o n t  
U p l a n d  r e g i o n s .  

 

 

Image Source |  

Netstate.com 
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Topography  

 

E l e v a t io ns  i n  T a l l a s se e  r a n g e  f r o m  2 0 0  t o  4 0 0  f e e t  

a b o v e  s e a  l e v e l  a n d  ca n  b e s t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  

u n d u l a t in g  h i l l y  t o  m o d e r a t e l y  s t e e p  w i t h  a r e a s  

s u r r o u n d in g  t h e  r i v e r  d r o p p in g  o f f  s h a r p l y .  U s u a l l y  

t o p o g r a p h ica l  ch a n g e s  o ccu r  s l o w l y  o v e r  t im e  d u e  t o  

e r o s io n  a n d  we a t h e r i z a t i on ;  h o we v e r ,  m a jo r  

t o p o g r a p h ica l  ch a n g e s  ca n  o ccu r  m o r e  r a p id l y  d u e  t o  

t h e  i n a p p r o p r i a te  d e v e lo p m e nt  o f  u n s u i t a b l e  a r e a s .   

On e  s u ch  e x a m p le  i s  k n o wn  a s  cu t  a n d  f i l l ,  o r  s i t e  

l e v e l in g .   L e v e l i ng  a r e a s  w i t h  s t e e p  s lo p e s  f o r  

d e v e lo pm e nt  i s  e x p e n s i ve  a n d  u s u a l l y  h a s  a  n e g a t i v e  

im p a c t  o n  n a t u r a l  d r a in a g e  s y s t e m s ,  wh i ch  ca n  l e a d  t o  

f l o o d in g .  

WATER WAYS  +  F LOOD  A R E AS   
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  i s  l o ca t e d  i n  t h e  d e n s e l y  f o r e s t e d  

E m e r a ld  M o u n t a in s ,  a  s m a l l  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  ch a in  o f  t h e  

Lo we r  Ap p a l a ch i a ns .   I t  i s  b o r d e r e d  b y  t wo  m a jo r  

r i v e r s :  t h e  C o o s a  R i v e r  t o  t h e  we s t ,  a n d  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  

i n  t h e  e a s t .  T h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  

d i v id ing  l i n e  b e t we e n  t h e  t wo  co u n t i e s ,  E lm o r e  a n d  

T a l l a p oo sa ,  w i t h in  wh i ch  t h e  C i t y  i s  l o ca t e d .   

Acco r d in g  t o  t h e  U . S .  C e n s u s  B u r e a u ,  t h e  c i t y  h a s  a  

t o t a l  a r e a  o f  1 2 .1  s q u a r e  m i l e s , 11 .5  s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  

wh i ch  i s  l a n d  a n d  0 . 6  s q u a r e  m i l e s  i s  wa t e r .  

 

 

T o p o g r a p h i c  i m a g e r y  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  a n d  
s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .   

|  ENVIRONMENT 
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Image Source |   

www.topozone.com 

Thurlow Reservoir covers an area of 

574 acres. The dam , named after 

Oscar. G. Thurlow, has been in service 

since December 1930.    
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T h e  A l a b a m a  P o we r  C o m p a n y  b e g a n  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e  

T a l l a p oo sa  R i v e r  i n  1 9 23 ,  a n d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w in g  t e n  

y e a r s ,  t h r e e  p o we r  p l a n t s  we r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  

T a l l a p oo sa  R i v e r .  C o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  T h u r lo w  D a m ,  t h e  

Y a t e s  D a m ,  a n d  M a r t i n  D a m ,  t h e s e  p o we r  p l a n t s  h a v e  

a  co m b in e d  ca p a c i t y  o f  2 6 9 ,000  h o r s e p o we r .  
 

T a l l a s see  i s  l o ca t e d  w i t h in  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r  

W a t e r sh ed ,  a  d r a in a g e  b a s in  wh e r e  r a i n wa t e r  d r a in s  t o  

a  co m m o n  d e s t i n a t io n .   S u r f a ce  wa t e r  i n  T a l l a s se e  

f l o ws  i n  a  g e n e r a l l y  s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  

T a l l a p oo sa  R i v e r ,  a n d  t h e  a r e a  i s  d r a in e d  b y  s e v e r a l  

c r e e k s  a n d  s t r e a m s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  L e w i s  C r e e k ,  

G r a v e ya rd  C r e e k ,  Wa l l a h a t ch ee  C r e e k ,  S t o n e  C r e e k ,  

C o o n  C r e e k  a n d  C h a n nah a t ch ee  C r e e k .   B e ca u s e  

f l o o d p la ins  r u n  a lo n g  e a ch  o f  t h e s e  c r e e k s  a n d  t h e i r  

b r a n ch e s ,  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  s h o u ld  b e  

r e s t r i c t e d .   C o n s t r u c t io n  i n  f l o o d p la in s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  

wh e n  we t l a n d s  a r e  d a m a g e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d ,  ca n  l e s s e n  

t h e  s t o r a g e  ca p a c i t y  o f  t h e  f l o o d p la in  t h e r e b y  

co n t r i b u t i ng  t o  h ig h e r  f l o o d  l e v e l s  d o wn s t r e a m ,  

i n c r e a s ed  t u r b id i t y ,  a n d  e r o s io n  p r o b le m s .   

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  p l a ce  s t r i c t  

l im i t a t io ns  o n  d e v e lo p m en t  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  p a r t i cu l a r l y  

t h e  1 0 0 -yea r  f l o o d p la in .   E n c r o a ch m e n t  i n t o  t h e s e  

a r e a s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  w i t h o u t  r e v i e w  a n d  

a p p r o v a l  b y  a  r e g i s t e r e d  e n g in e e r  ce r t i f y i n g  t h a t  t h e  

e n c r o a ch m e nt  w i l l  n o t  i n c r e a s e  f l o o d  l e v e l s  p e r  F E M A 

r e g u l a t io n s .     

S OILS  
 

Kn o w le d g e  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  s o i l  i n  a n  a r e a  h a s  a  s t r o n g  

e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  a  l a n d  u s e  w i t h in  a n  a r e a .  

S o i l  t y p e s  ca n  im p a c t  b u i l d i n g  co n s t r u c t i o n ,  s t o r m  

wa t e r  r u n o f f ,  t h e  l o ca t i o n  o f  s e p t i c  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

t y p e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e nt  

o f  Ag r i cu l t u r e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r ce s  C o n s e r v a t io n  S e r v i ce  

( U S D A -NR CS)  p r o v id e s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o ns  o f  s o i l s  t h a t  

p r o v id e  s o m e  d e g r e e  o f  k n o w le d g e  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  

l im i t a t io ns  o f  s o i l s  a s  a  p l a n n in g  t o o l .  T h e  f o l l o w in g  

p a r a g r a p hs  d e s c r i b e  t h e  t o p  f i v e  s o i l  t y p e s  t h a t  a r e  

n a t i v e  t o  t h e  T a l l a s se e  a r e a .  O t h e r  s o i l  t y p e s  m a y  a l s o  

b e  d i s p e r s ed  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  T a l l a s see  a r e a  a n d  

s h o u ld  b e  v e r i f i e d  b e f o r e  a p p r o v a l  o f  h e a v y  

d e v e lo pm e nt .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  m a k e  u p  a p p r o x im a te ly  

3 8  p e r ce n t  o f  t h e  s o i l s  i n  T a l l a s se e .  T h e s e  s o i l  t y p e s  

s h o u ld  b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  d e v e lo p m en t ,  h o we v e r ,  d u e  t o  

a l l u v ia l  d e p o s i t s  o v e r  t im e ,  a  f u l l  d e p t h  g e o t e ch n i ca l  

a n a l y s i s  s h o u ld  b e  co m p le t e d  b y  a  q u a l i f i ed  e n g in e e r  

t o  f u r t h e r  a s s e s s  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  d e m a n d s  o f  e a ch  s i t e .    

 

      |  ENVIRONMENT 
 

 

 

02 

8  

T h u r l o w  D a m  

 

Image Sources |   

https://www.pinterest.com 

https://apcshorelines.com 

www.realestatelakemartin.com 

Y a t e s  D a m  

 

M a r t i n  D a m  
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B o w i e  s a n dy  l o a m –  These deep, well drained and 

moderately well drained, gently sloping soils (2 to 5 percent 

slopes) are on uplands and stream terraces. They have loamy 

and sandy surface layers and loamy subsoils .  This complex 

comprises approximately 5.6 percent of Tallassee’s soils.  

These soils are well drained and best suited for agriculture 

and growing pine trees and considered prime farmland. They 

are well suited to row crops, small grains, hay crops, pasture, 

and pine species.   

 

F a c e v i l l e -Bo wi e  g r a v e l l y  s a n dy  l o a ms  -  These deep, 

well drained, strongly and steeply sloping soils (8 to more 

than 17 percent slopes) are on uplands. They have loamy 

surface layers and clayey subsoils .  This complex comprises 

approximately 8.3 percent of Tallassee’s soils.  These soils are 

not suited to row crops, small grains, hay crops or pasture. 

The erosion hazard is very severe. Soils in this group are best 

suited for growing pines.  

 

O r a n gebur g  f i n e  s a n dy  l o a m  -   These deep, well drained 

and moderately well drained, gently sloping soils (2 to 5 

percent slopes) are on uplands and stream terraces. They 

have loamy and sandy surface layers and loamy subsoils .  This 

complex comprises approximately 7.5 percent of Tallassee’s 

soils.  These soils are well suited to row crops, small grains, 

hay crops, pasture, and growing pines. The erosion hazard is 
sl ight to moderate.  
 

G r e e nv i l l e  s a n dy  l o a m - These well drained, level to 

gently sloping (0 to 5 percent slops) soils are on uplands. 

They have a loamy surface layer and clayey subsoil .  This 

complex comprises approximately 8.8 percent of Tallassee’s 

soils.  These soils are well suited to row crops, small grains, 

hay crops, pasture plants, and pine species. The erosion 
hazard is sl ight.   
 

W e do w e e  v e r y  g r a v e l l y  s a n dy  l o a m - These well drained 

steep soils are on uplands. They have a loamy surface layer 

and a clayey subsoil .  This soil  complex comprises 

approximately 7.6 percent of Tallassee’s soils.  These soils are 

not suited to row crops, small grains, hay crops, pasture, and 

pine or hardwood species. The erosion hazard is very severe.  

 |  ENVIRONMENT 02 

As  i n d i ca t e d  a b o v e ,  a l l  d e v e lo p m e nt  r e v i e w  s h o u ld  

i n c l u d e  a  co n s id e r a t i o n  o f  s o i l s  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  

t h e i r  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m en t  t y p e .   I n  m a n y  

i n s t a n ces  a cco m m o d a t io n s  ca n  b e  m a d e  f o r  u n s u i t a b le  

s o i l s  t h r o u g h  o n - s i t e  e n g in e e r i n g .   T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  

a lwa y s  co n s u l t  w i t h  t h e i r  e n g in e e r s  a n d  C o u n t y  

o f f i c i a l s  r e g a r d in g  d e v e lo p m e nt  o n  s i t e s  w i t h  l e s s  

t h a n  i d e a l  s o i l s  a n d  p o s s ib le  r e s o lu t i o n s  t o  

d e v e lo pm e nt  i s s u e s .   

 

More detailed soil survey 

information and maps can be 

found at the United States 

Department of Agriculture - 

Natural Resource Conservation 

Service (USDA-NRCS) website  

See Tallassee’s soil survey at 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.us

da.gov 

Map 

Unit

% in 

Tallassee

Ba 5.6%

Fa 8.3%

Oa 7.5%

GrA 8.8%

WfE 7.6%

Soil Type

Most Frequent Soil Types                    

in Tallassee

Table 7 

Greenville sandy 

loam, 0 to 5 percent 

slopes

Wedowee very 

gravelly sandy loam, 

15 to 35 percent 

slopes 

Bowie sandy loam

Faceville-Bowie 

gravelly sandy loam, 

hilly and sloping 

phases

Orangeburg fine 

sandy loam, slighty 

eroded & eroded 

phase
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C L IM ATE  
 
T a l l a s see  l i e s  w i t h in  a  h u m id  s u b t r o p i ca l  c l im a t e   

z o n e  ch a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  h o t ,  h u m id  s u m m e r s  a n d  

g e n e r a l l y  m i ld  t o  co o l  w in t e r s .  On  a v e r a g e ,  t h e r e   

a r e  2 1 3  d a y s  o f  s u n s h ine  a n d  6 9  d a y s  o f  m e a s u r a b le  

p r e c ip i t a t i on ,  o v e r wh e lm ing  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  r a i n ,   

w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  r a i n f a l l  o f  a p p r o x im a t e ly  5 4  

i n ch e s .    T h e  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  r a n g e   

f r o m  a  h ig h  o f  9 1  d e g r e e s  i n  J u l y  t o  a  l o w  o f  3 4  

d e g r e e s  i n  J a n u a r y .   
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A IR  Q UALIT Y   
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  co n t i n u e s  t o  m a in t a in   

e x ce l l en t  a i r  q u a l i t y  a n d  i s  u n d e r  n o  co m p l i a n ce  o r d e r  

w i t h  f e d e r a l  a m b ie n t  a i r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s .  I t  i s ,  

h o we v e r ,  i n t e r e s t i ng  t o  n o t e ,  t h a t  On  D e ce m b e r  1 4 ,  

2 012 ,  t h e  U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n ta l  P r o t e c t i o n  Ag e n cy  ( E P A )  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t i g h t e n e d  t h e  N a t io n a l  Am b ie n t  A i r  

Qu a l i t y  S t a n d a r d  ( N AAQS )  f o r  P M 2 .5 ,  r e v i s i n g  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  f r o m  1 5  t o  1 2  u g / m 3  ( m i c r o g r a m s  p e r  cu b i c  

m e t e r ) ,  a v e r a g e d  o v e r  a  y e a r .   U p o n  f i n a l i z in g  a  n e w  

s t a n d a r d ,  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  Ac t  r e q u i r e s  a l l  co u n t i e s  i n  t h e  

U . S .  t o  b e  f o r m a l l y  d e s ig n a t ed  b y  E P A  a s  e i t h e r  a n  

“ a t t a in m en t ”  a r e a ,  ( i n  co m p l i a n ce  o f  t h e  n e w  

s t a n d a r d )  o r  a  “ n o n - a t t a i nm en t  a r e a  ( n o t  m e e t i n g  t h e  

s t a n d a r d ) .   On  M a r ch  3 ,  2 0 14 ,  t h e  A l a b a m a  

D e p a r t m en t  o f  E n v i r o n m e nt a l  M a n a g e m en t  s e n t  a  

l e t t e r  t o  E P S  s t a t i n g  t h a t  b a s e d  o n  r e ce n t  a m b ie n t  a i r  

m o n i t o r i ng  d a t a ,  a l l  m o n i t o r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a  

m e e t  t h e  n e w  a n n u a l  P M 2 .5  N AAQS .   T h i s  l e t t e r  

r e co m m e n d ed  t o  E P A  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a  

b e  d e s ig n a te d  a s  “ a t t a i n m en t ”  f o r  t h e  n e w  s t a n d a r d .  
( F r o m :  A D E M  M e m o r a n d u m  d a t e d  F o r  I m m e d i a t e  R e l e a s e :   
W e d n e s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 2 ,  2 0 1 4 ) .  

 

 
R ES OURC E  M ANAG EM E NT  +  P ROTEC T I O N  
 
I f  t h e  C i t y  d e s i r e s  t o  im p r o v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  

m a n a g e m en t  o f  i t s  n a t u r a l  s y s t e m s  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  

o f  a p p r o a ch e s  f r o m  wh i ch  t o  ch o o s e ,  i n c l u d in g  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  p e r f o r m a n ce  s t a n d a r d s ,  i n ce n t i v e s  f o r  

p r i v a t e  a c t i o n s ,  e d u ca t io n ,  a n d  a wa r d s  p r o g r a m s ,  a s  

we l l  a s  d i r e c t  C i t y  a c t i o n s .   
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T h e  C i t y  m a y  wa n t  t o  co n s id e r  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  

p e r f o r m a n ce  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  n e w  d e v e lo p m en t  a n d  

r e d e v e lo p me nt ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  e n s u r e  co m p l i a n ce  w i t h  

s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  im p o r t a n t  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r ce s .  T h r o u g h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e a s o n a b le  

s t a n d a r ds  l im i t i n g  t h e  d e v e lo p m en t  o f  f l o o d p la ins ,  

we t l a n d s ,  a n d  s t r e a m s ide  s t e e p  s lo p e s ,  t h e s e  

im p o r t a n t  r e s o u r ce s  co u ld  b e  p r e s e r v e d .  

 

S t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  co n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a in t e n a n ce  o f  

s t o r m wa t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  wo u ld  e n s u r e  t h a t  

f l o o d in g  l e v e l s  a r e  k e p t  i n  ch e ck  a n d  t h a t  t h e  wa t e r  

q u a l i t y  o f  s t o r m wa t e r  d i s ch a r g e s  i s  a d d r e s s e d .   O f  

m a jo r  co n ce r n  i s  t h e  d e s ig n ,  q u a l i t y  a n d  u p k e e p  o f  

s t o r m wa t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s .   

 

T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  a d e q u a t e l y  e n f o r ce  p o s t  co n s t r u c t i o n  

m a in t e n an ce  a g r e e m e n t s  o n  p r i v a t e  s t o r m wa t e r  b e s t  

m a n a g e m en t  p r a c t i ce s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

p e r f o r m in g  a s  d e s ig n e d .  I n ce n t i v e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  

co d i f i e d  s t a n d a r d s ,  m a y  b e  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  o t h e r  

e f f o r t s  t o  a ch i e v e  v i a b l e  d e v e lo p m en t .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  

t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  co n t i n u e  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  a d a p t i v e  

r e u s e  o f  e x i s t i ng  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  o f f e r  i n ce n t i v e s  f o r  t h e  

c l e a n u p  a n d  r e d e v e lo p me nt  o f  b r o wn f i e ld  s i t e s .   S u ch  

i n ce n t i v es  m ig h t  i n c l u d e  t a x  a b a t e m e n t ,  

d e n s i t y / in t en s i t y  i n c r e a s e s ,  a n d  co n t r i b u t io n s  t o  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e  a n d  p u b l i c  a m e n i t i e s .  D e n s i t y  i n c r e a s e s ,  

o r  o t h e r  i n ce n t i v e s  f o r  p r i v a t e  d e v e lo p e r s ,  s h o u ld  b e  

a v a i l ab le  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  z o n in g  d i s t r i c t s  i n  e x ch a n g e  

f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i on  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  wo o d e d  o p e n  

s p a ce ,  u n iq u e  s p e c i e s  a r e a s  o r  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t s ,  a n d  

f o r  g r e e n  b u i l d i n g  d e s ig n .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  a l s o  wo r k  

w i t h  p r o p e r t y  o wn e r s  d e s i r i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

s t o r m wa t e r  c r e d i t  p r o g r a m .  

 

E n v i r o n me nt a l  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  a n  im p o r t a n t  a n d  v i t a l  

e l e m e n t  wh e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  wa t e r ,  wa s t e wa t e r ,  

s t o r m wa t e r  a n d  s a n i t a t i on  ( s o l i d  wa s t e ) .  T o  t h i s  e n d ,  

t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  s h o u ld  co n s id e r  im p le m e n t in g  

“ G r e en  B u i l d i ng ”  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h in  d e p a r t m e n t a l  

o p e r a t i o na l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t h e  C i t y ’ s  d e v e lo p m en t  

r e g u l a t io n s ,  i n c l u d in g  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  t o  z o n in g  

o r d in a n ce  a n d  s u b d i v i s i on  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
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T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G r e e n  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o d e  ( I g C C )  
p r o v i d e s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
s e t  o f  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  
r e d u c e  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  
o f  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e  n a t u r a l  
e n v i r o n m e n t .   
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Google.com 

 



T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s o f t e r  t e ch n iq u e s  f o r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce  

p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  m a y  b e  e m p lo y e d ,  s u ch  a s  e d u ca t io n a l  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  t o  r e co g n i z e  p r i v a t e  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  i n i t i a t i v es .    Awa r d s  p r o g r a m s  a r e  a l s o  

a  wa y  t o  p r o m o t e  g r e e n  d e v e lo p m en t .  T h e s e  p r o g r a m s  

co u ld  b e  u s e d  t o  h ig h l i g h t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s  

i n c l u d in g  t h e  e r a d i ca t i o n  o f  i n v a s i ve  p l a n t  s p e c i e s ,  

d e v e lo pm e nt s  t h a t  i n co r p o r a t e  g r e e n  b u i l d i n g  

t e ch n iq u e s ,  wa t e r  co n s e r v a t i o n  i n i t i a t i ves ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  

e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  s t e a m  v a l l e y s  a n d  wo o d la n d s .  

 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  C i t y  i t s e l f  co u ld  b e co m e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  

i n  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e nt .  W h e n  

t h e  C i t y  co n s t r u c t s  a  b u i l d i n g ,  a  p a r k in g  l o t ,  a  r o a d ,  

o r  a  p a r k ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  i t  s h o u ld  s t r i v e  t o  p r o t e c t  

wo o d e d  a r e a s ,  s t e e p  s lo p e s ,  a n d  f l o o d p la in s  t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  f e a s ib le .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  u s e  g r e e n  b u i l d i n g  

t e ch n iq u e s  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  we l l - l a n dsca pe d  

s t o r m wa t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e  

a s  b e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i ce s  b u t  a l s o  p r o v id e  

v i s u a l l y  p l e a s i n g  a m e n i t i e s .  

 

T h e  e s t a b l i sh me nt  o f  a  g r e e n wa y  p r o g r a m  co n n e c t i n g  

v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  co m m u n i t y  ( D o wn t o wn ,   

C i t y  Ha l l ,  s h o p p in g  a r e a s ,  a n d  p a r k s )  i s  a n o t h e r  wa y  

t h e  C i t y  ca n  d e m o n s t r a te  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  

e n v i r o n me nt a l l y  f r i e n d l y  d e v e lo p m en t  p r a c t i ce s .  S u ch  

a  p r o g r a m  s h o u ld  p r o m o t e  t h e  p u r ch a s e ,  a n d  a cce p t  

d o n a t io n s ,  o f  o p e n  s p a ce  f o r  r e s o u r ce  p r o t e c t i o n  

a lo n g  s t r e a m s .  

 

 

 

 

      |  ENVIRONMENT 
 

 

 

02 

7  2 0  

A  f i g u r e  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  
c r i t e r i a .   

 

Source |  Stormwater management and Ecosystem: A Review,  

http://iopscience.iop.org 
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A  R EG IONAL  A PPROAC H  
 

S in ce  n a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  r e s p e c t  p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s ,  

r e g io n a l  co o p e r a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  a d d r e s s in g  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  p r o b le m s  a n d  m a n a g in g  n a t u r a l  

s y s t e ms .  T h e  e x p a n s ion  o f  e x i s t i n g  p a r t n e r s h ip s  

s h o u ld  b e  e n co u r a g e d  t o  a d d r e s s  r e g io n a l  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  i s s u e s  s u ch  a s  s t o r m wa t e r ,  g r e e n wa y s ,  

s ce n i c  r e s o u r ce s ,  wa t e r  a n d  a i r  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  i n v a s i ve  

s p e c i e s .  C o l l a b o r a t io n  b e t we e n  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  l o ca l  

a n d  r e g io n a l  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  g r o u p s ,  a n d  co l l e g e s  a n d  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  m a y  p r o v e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  a d d r e s s in g  

r e s o u r ce  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t .   
 
R e g io n a l  s t o r m wa t e r  m a n a g e m e nt  e f f o r t s  a r e  g o o d  

e x a m p les  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p l a n n in g  t h a t  e x t e n d  

a c r o s s  j u r i s d i c t io ns  a n d  u t i l i z e s  g r a n t  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  

A l a b a m a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e nt a l  M a n a g e m e nt  

( AD E M ) .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  p u r s u e  o t h e r  f u n d in g  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  m o n i t o r  a n d  m a n a g e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

r e s o u r ce s .  

 |  ENVIRONMENT 02 

The Environmental Projection 

Agency (EPA) provides several 

resources on National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination Systems 

(NPDES).  

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/stor

mwater-discharges-

construction-activities 

U ND ER S TAND I N G  THE  VALUE  OF  N ATUR AL  

S YS TEM S  
 

T h e r e  i s  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  a m o n g  c i t i z e n s  i n  im p r o v in g  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  q u a l i t y  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r ce s .  T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e s e  r e s o u r ce s  

i s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  v a lu e  i n  p r o v id in g  a  h e a l t h y  

e n v i r o n me nt .  M o n i t o r i ng  a n d  m a n a g in g  t h e  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  r e s o u r ce s  w i t h in  t h e  C i t y  ca n  r e q u i r e  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  r e s o u r ce s .  M a n y  c i t i e s  a n d  

co u n t i e s  a c r o s s  A l a b a m a  a r e  d e v e lo p ing  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  d a t a b a s e s  i n  t h e i r  G IS  s y s t e m s  t o  h e lp  

t h e m  p l a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i ve  co m m u n i t i e s .  

M o s t  c i t i e s  m a p  t o p o g r a p h y ,  s o i l s ,  wa t e r  b o d ie s ,  

f l o o d p la ins ,  a n d  p a r k s .  

 

C i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  co u ld  b e n e f i t  f r o m  m o r e  

co m p r e h e n s i v e  i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  e f f e c t i v e  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  p r o t e c t i o n  t e ch n iq u e s .  C i t y  s t a f f  f r o m  a  

v a r i e t y  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  s h o u ld  b e  k e p t  a b r e a s t  o f  

e n v i r o n me nt a l  t r e n d s  a n d  p r a c t i ce s  t h r o u g h  t r a i n i n g ,  

co n f e r e n ce s ,  wo r k s h o p s ,  a n d  o t h e r  e d u ca t io n a l  

f o r u m s .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  e s t a b l i sh  a  p a n e l  o f  l o ca l  

e x p e r t s  t o  s e r v e  o n  a  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r ce s  Ad v i s o r y  

C o m m i t t ee ,  a n d / o r  a  S t o r m wa t e r  Ad v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  

t o  e v a lu a t e  a n d  co m m e n t  o n  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce - re la t e d  

p o l i c i e s .  

 

 

S u s t a i n a b l e  S t o r m w a t e r  

M a n a g e m e n t  p r o v i d e s  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a p p r o a c h e s   

o n  u s i n g  l a n d s c a p e  d e s i g n  
t o  i m p r o v e  u r b a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t s .   

 

Image Source |  

Amazon.com 
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Place developmental  l imitat ions on f lood prone areas  

par t icular ly those located in the 100 -year f loodplain .   
( W a ter w a y s  |  F l ood Ar ea s )  

 

The City should always consult  with their  engineers and County 

off ic ia ls regarding development on sites with less than ideal  soi ls 

and for possible resolut ions to development issues.   
( Soi l s )  

 

Adequately enforce post construct ion maintenance agreements 

on pr ivate stormwater best management pract ices to ensure that 

they are per forming as designed.   
( Resour ce Ma na gement  &  P r otect i on )  

 

Continue to promote the adaptive reuse of exist ing bui ldings and 

offer  incentives for the cleanup and redevelopment of brownfield 

sites.    
( Resour ce Ma na gement  &  P r otect i on )  

 

Through the appl icat ion of reasonable standards l imit ing the 

development of f loodplains,  wetlands,  and streamside steep 

slopes.   
( Resour ce Ma na gement  &  P r otect i on )  

 

Consider environmental  per formance standards for new 

development and redevelopment.   
( Resour ce Ma na gement  &  P r otect i on )  

 

Enforce post construct ion maintenance agreements on pr ivate 

stormwater best management pract ices to ensure that they are 

per forming as designed.  
( Resour ce Ma na gement  &  P r otect i on )  

 

The City should become act ively involved in natural  resource 

protect ion and management.  

• The City should establ ish a greenway program.  

• Staff  from var ious depar tments should keep informed on    

environmental  trends and pract ices.  

• Establ ish a panel of local  exper ts to ser ve on a Natural  

Resources Advisor y and/or a Stormwater Advisor y 

Committee,  to evaluate and comment on natural  

resource-related pol ic ies.  

        ( U nder s ta ndi ng the V a l ue of  N a tu r a l  Sy s tems)  

 

The  C i t y  shou ld  pu r sue  fund ing  oppor tun i t i es  to  mon i to r  and  

manage  env i ronmenta l  resources .   
( Resour ce Ma na gement  &  P r otect i on )  
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“The ultimate test of man’s conscience may be his 

will ingness to sacrifice something today for future 

generations whose words of thanks will not be 

heard.” 

- Gaylord Nelson 

 

2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   

ECONOMIC  

DEVELOPMENT 03 



P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



I NTROD UC T I O N    
 
E co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e nt  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  l o ca l  

g o v e r n m en t s .   A s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  l o ca l  

g o v e r n m en t s  a c t  t o  m a k e  l o ca l  m a r k e t s  wo r k  m o r e  

e f f i c i e n t l y ;  s u p p l y  i n f r a s t r u c t u re ,  s u ch  a s  r o a d s ,  wa t e r ,  

a n d  s e we r ;  co l l e c t  t a x e s ,  a n d  r e g u l a t e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  

b u i l d i n gs ,  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .  E co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e nt  

i n v o l ve s  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  co l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  p r i v a t e  

e n t i t i e s  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d  im p r o v e  l o ca l  e co n o m ie s .  

S u cce s s f u l  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  r e q u i r e s  

co o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  b u s in e ss es ,  

e d u ca t io n a l  i n s t i t u t io n s ,  a n d  c i v i c  o r g a n i z a t i on s .  

 
C o m m u n i t i e s  a l s o  co m p e t e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  b o t h  

r e g io n a l l y  a n d  i n  a n  i n c r e a s in g ly  g lo b a l  m a r k e t p l ace .  

A t  o n e  t im e ,  b u s in e s s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  h a d  t o  l o ca t e  n e a r  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce s  i n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  a d e q u a t e  wa t e r  a n d  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  n e e d s .   I n  t o d a y ’ s  

e co n o m ie s ,  b u s in e s ses  a n d  i n d u s t r i e s  h a v e  a  w id e  

r a n g e  o f  ch o i ce s  i n  wh i ch  t o  l o ca t e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  i n  

o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  t h o s e  b u s in e s ses ,  a  c i t y  m u s t  

ca p i t a l i z e  o n  l o ca l  a s s e t s ,  s u ch  a s  a  s k i l l e d  wo r k f o r ce ,  

q u a l i t y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e s o u r ce s ,  t e l e co m m u n i ca t i on s  

s e r v i ces ,  g o o d  c l im a t e ;  p r o x im i t y  t o  cu l t u r a l ,  

e d u ca t io n a l ,  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r ce s ,  a n d  

a v a i l ab i l i t y  o f  a t t r a c t i v e  h o u s in g  a n d  r e t a i l  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

 
M a n y  o f  t h e s e  a s s e t s  a r e  i n t e r co n n e c t e d .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  

a  q u a l i t y  p u b l i c  e d u ca t io n  s y s t e m  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  

p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a  s k i l l e d  wo r k f o r ce .  T h e  im p o r t a n ce  o f  

T a l l a s see ’ s  P u b l i c  S ch o o l s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  c lo s e  

p r o x im i ty  o f  a  l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  co l l e g e s  a n d  t e ch n i ca l  

s ch o o l s  i n c l u d in g  A ub ur n  Un i v e r s i t y ,  Tu sk e g e e  

Un i v e r s i t y ,  A ub u r n  Un i v e r s i t y  M o n t g omery  ( A UM ) ,  T r o y  

Un i v e r s i t y  a t  M o n t g omery ,  A l a b a m a  S t a t e  Un i v e r s i t y ,  

F a u l k ne r  Un i v e r s i t y ,  H un t ingd on  C o l l e g e ,  T r e n h o lm 

S t a t e  Te c h n i ca l  C o l l e g e ,  S o u t h e rn  Un i o n  C o m m un i t y  

C o l l eg e ,  C e n t ra l  A l a b a m a  C o m m un i t y  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  a  

n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  C o l l e g es  a n d  U n i v e r s i t i e s  w i t h in  

d r i v i n g  d i s t a n ce  o f  T a l l a s see ,  c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r s t a t ed  

a s  a  m e a n s  o f  m a in t a in ing  a  s k i l l e d  wo r k f o r ce .   

B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  
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Enrollment of Nearby  

Collegiate Institutions  (2017) 

 

Auburn University            29,776  

Tuskegee University           2,851 

Auburn University   

         - Montgomery          4,894 

Troy University  

         - Montgomery                -- 

AL State University             4,727 

Faulkner University            2,583 

Huntingdon College          1,148 
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T h e  g o a l s  o f  a n  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e nt  p r o g r a m  in c lu d e  a  co m b in a t io n  o f  j o b  

c r e a t i o n ,  j o b  r e t e n t io n ,  t a x - b a s e  c r e a t i o n ,  i n c r e a s ing  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s ,  we a l t h  

r e t e n t io n ,  r e d u c in g  p o v e r t y ,  e co n o m ic  s t a b i l i t y ,  a n d  e co n o m ic  s e l f - s u f f i c i e ncy .   A  c i t y  

wh o s e  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  o b j e c t i v e s  co m p le m e n t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d ing  

l o ca l i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  a  s t r o n g e r  b a s e  t o  a t t r a c t  n e w  b u s in e ss  a n d  r e t a i n  e x i s t i ng  

b u s in e sses .  
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B US INES S  R ETENT I O N  +  R ED EV ELOPM E NT  
 
As  w i t h  m o s t  co m m u n i t i e s ,  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  i s  o n e  o f  T a l l a s se e ’ s  p r i o r i t i e s .  

C lo s e l y  r e l a t e d  p r io r i t i e s  a r e  a  v ib r a n t  H i s t o r i c  D o wn t o wn ,  a  s t r o n g  t o u r i s m  m a r k e t ,  

a n d  t h e  e n h a n ce m e n t  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y .  I n  a  

co m m u n i t y  l i k e  T a l l a s se e  w i t h  a v a i l a b le  v a ca n t  l a n d  a n d  s o m e  t o p o g r a p h i ca l  

co n s t r a i n t s ,  r e d e v e lo p me nt  o f  p r e v io u s l y  d e v e lo p e d  s i t e s  a n d  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  o r  v a ca n t  

b u i l d i n gs  a r e  im p o r t a n t  co n s id e r a t io n s  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t .  

 
C u r r e n t  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  e f f o r t s  s h o u ld  b e  f o cu s e d  o n  r e t e n t io n  a n d  e x p a n s io n  

o f  e x i s t i n g  b u s in e sse s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y ,  co n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  im p r o v e m e n t s  t o  

t h e  H i s t o r i c  D o wn t o wn ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s  i n  t h e  C i t y ,  a n d  

r e d e v e lo p me nt  a n d / o r  e l im in a t io n  o f  b l i g h t e d  co m m e r c i a l  a n d  r e s id e n t i a l  a r e a s .   

 

T a l l a s see  h a s  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  i t s  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s ,  t o  

c r e a t e  s p e c i a l s  p l a ce s  i n  t h e  C i t y .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  d i s t i n c t i v e  co m m u n i t i e s  w i t h in  

T a l l a s see  d e f i n e d  p r im a r i l y  b y  a  h i s t o r i c  i d e n t i t y :  C a r r v i l l e ,  E a s t  Ta l l a s s e e ,  Ta l l a s s e e   

( o r  w e s t  Ta l l a s s e e )  a n d  J o r d a nv i l l e .   W i t h in  e a ch  o f  t h e s e  co m m u n i t i e s  i s  s o m e  f o r m  o f  

co m m e r c i a l  o r  “ d o wn t o wn ”  a r e a  t h a t  p r o v id e s  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e co n o m ic  

r e v i t a l i z a t io n /de ve lop m en t .  T h i s  i s  t r u l y  a  s p e c i a l  a s p e c t  o f  T a l l a s see  n o t  s e e n  i n  

m a n y  co m m u n i t i e s  o f  i t s  s i z e  a n d  t h e r e  i s  h u g e  co m m u n i t y  a n d  e co n o m ic  p o t e n t i a l  i n  

t h e  e x i s t e n ce  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  co m m u n i t i e s .   

 

 

7  

T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  e s t a b l i sh  a n  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  p l a n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  p l a n s  f o r  a l l  

f o u r  o f  t h e s e  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s .   W i t h in  e a ch  n o d e  p l a n s  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  t o  ce l e b ra te  

t h a t  co m m u n i t y ’ s  h i s t o r y  a s  we l l  a s  i n j e c t  e a ch  co m m u n i t y  w i t h  e co n o m ic  g r o wt h .   

E a ch  o f  t h e s e  “ sp e c i a l  p ub l i c  s p a c e s ”  co u ld  b e co m e  a  s p o k e  i n  t h e  wh e e l  o f  T a l l a s see ’ s  

e co n o m ic  r e v i t a l i z a t i on  wh i l e  s t i l l  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h e i r  u n iq u e  

i d e n t i t i e s .  ( S e e  L a n d  U s e  a n d  Q u a l i t y  o f  L i f e  S e c t i o n s  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  n o d e s  

a n d  t h e i r  i m p a c t  o n  c o m m u n i t y  c o h e s i o n ) .  

 

P a r t n e r s  i n  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  e f f o r t s  co n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h e  m a jo r  i n d u s t r y  s e c t o r s  

i n  t h e  C i t y ,  a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r  s m a l l e r  b u s in e sse s ,  A l a b a m a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r ce ,  

C e n t r a l  A l a b a m a  R e g io n a l  P l a n n in g  a n d  D e v e lo p m en t  C o m m is s ion ,  T a l l a s see  C h a m b e r  

o f  C o m m e r ce ,  A l a b a m a  P o we r ,  T a l l a s see  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e lo p me nt  B o a r d ,  E lm o r e  C o u n t y  

E co n o m ic  D e v e lo p m en t  Au t h o r i t y ,  a n d  C i t y  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  co o r d in a t i n g  

w i t h  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  e n t i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g io n ,  t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  

e m p h a s i ze  t h e  im p o r t a n ce  o f  co o r d in a t i n g  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  w i t h  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

l o n g - r an g e  p l a n n in g  a n d  co m m u n i t y  d e v e lo p m en t  e f f o r t s .  
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E X IS T ING  C OND IT IO N S  
 
T h e  m e d ia n  h o u s e h o ld  i n co m e  i n  T a l l a s se e  i n c r e a s e d  9 2 %  b e t we e n  2 0 00  a n d  2 0 16  

f r o m  $ 2 3 ,946  t o  $ 4 5 ,972  ( 2 0 16  e s t im a t e ) .   D u r i n g  t h i s  s a m e  t im e f r a m e ,  h o u s e h o lds  

w i t h  i n co m e s  o f  $ 1 00 ,000  t o  $ 1 49 ,999  g r e w  o v e r  3 6 3% ,  wh i l e  h o u s e h o lds  w i t h  

i n co m e s  o f  a t  l e a s t  $ 2 00 ,000  d e c r e a s e d  5 5 % .   A l l  h o u s e h o lds  w i t h  i n co m e s  o f  a t  l e a s t  

$ 50 ,000  e x p e r i e nce d  d o u b le  d ig i t  p e r ce n t  ch a n g e s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x ce p t io n  o f  $ 2 00 ,000  

p lu s .  T h e  i n co m e  r a n g e  f r o m  $ 1 5 ,000  t o  $ 2 4 ,999  e x p e r i e n ce d  a  n e g a t i v e  p e r ce n t a g e  

ch a n g e  o f  ( 2 9 % ) .   L i k e w i se ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  u n d e r  $ 1 5 ,000  g r o u p  a l s o  e x p e r i e n ce d  a  

n e g a t i ve  p e r ce n t a g e  ch a n g e  o f  ( 4 6 % ) .  T h i s  co u ld  b e  a n  i n d i ca t o r  t h a t  p e o p le  w i t h in  

t h e s e  b r a ck e t s  r e lo ca t e d  i n  s e a r ch  o f  h ig h e r  wa g e s  o r ,  g i v e n  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  o t h e r  

b r a ck e t s  t h a t  t h e i r  i n co m e s  im p r o v e d  w i t h in  t h e  T a l l a s s ee  wo r k f o r ce .  

 

B a s ed  o n  a n  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o wt h  o f  3 %  f r o m  2 0 10 -2016  a n d  a n n u a l  

g r o wt h  i n  t o t a l  h o u s e h o ld s  o f  a p p r o x im a te ly  4 %  s i n ce  2 0 10 ,  T a l l a s se e  s h o u ld  co n t i nue  

t o  s e e  m o d e r a t e  g r o wt h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .   T h i s  g r o wt h  i s  o f  co u r s e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  a  

s t r o n g  e co n o m y  a n d  a cce s s  t o  q u a l i t y  j o b s ,  e x ce l l e n t  e d u ca t io n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  

im p r o v ing  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  a m e n i t i e s  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  C i t y .  
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Income 2000 % Chg 2010 % Chg 2011 % Chg 2012 % Chg 2013 % Chg 2014 % Chg 2015 % Chg 2016

Less than $10,000 442 -56 195 10 215 -3 210 9 229 35 309 4 321 -13 280

$10,000 to $15,000 210 -35 136 -24 103 4 107 11 120 -3 116 -39 71 1 72

$15,999 to $24,999 355 12 397 -4 381 -14 328 15 377 -22 293 24 364 -31 252

$25,000 to $34,999 246 -43 140 107 290 -5 277 -11 245 -10 221 -6 209 -25 158

$35,000 to $49,999 246 -26 181 -8 167 12 187 97 369 18 437 -18 360 19 427

$50,000 to $74,999 253 44 365 -3 352 -5 333 -3 323 -4 311 17 364 15 421

$75,000 to $99,999 83 60 133 -37 84 69 141 -14 122 10 134 75 235 -3 227

$100,000 to $149,999 55 78 98 13 110 -12 97 32 128 4 132 13 149 34 200

$150,000 to $199,999 0 0 50 -36 32 43 46 9 50 -2 49 28 62 -19 50

$200,000 or More 38 -97 1 4170 43 -9 39 -13 34 -4 33 -100 0 0 17

Total Households 1,928 -11 1,708 4 1,779 -1 1,762 13 1,993 2 2,032 6 2,155 -2 2,103

Percent Change by Year 

Tallassee Household Income 

Table 8

Source: US Census and *American Community Survey 

T h e r e  i s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t  o f  r i v e r f r o n t  o n  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r  w i t h in  T a l l a s se e ’ s  

co r p o r a t e  l im i t s ;  h o we v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p u b l i c  a cce s s .  T h e  R i v e r  i s  a  l a r g e  e co n o m ic  

d e v e lo pm e nt  a s s e t  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  h e a v i l y  p r o m o t e d  a s  a  t o u r i s t  d e s t i n a t io n .  W h i l e  t h e  

C i t y  cu r r e n t l y  p r o v id e s  t wo  a r e a s  f o r  p u b l i c  a cce s s  t o  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r ,  t h e y  ca n  

s o m e t im es  b e  d i f f i cu l t  t o  a cce s s  d u e  t o  t o p o g r a p h y  a r o u n d  t h e  s i t e ,  k n o w le d g e  o f  

t h e i r  l o ca t i o n ,  a n d  s ig n a g e  d i r e c t i n g  p a t r o n s  t o  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  b o a t  r a m p  t o  a cce s s  t h e  

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r  n o r t h  o f  T h u r lo w  D a m  i s  a cce s s e d  v i a  E a s t  R o o s e v e l t  

S t r e e t  a t  L a k e  T a l i s i  R i v e r wa l k .  T h e  b o a t  r a m p  t o  a cce s s  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  T a l l a p o osa  

R i v e r  s o u t h  o f  T h u r lo w  D a m  i s  l o ca t e d  o f f  o f  H ig h wa y  2 2 9 ,  b e h in d  AE S  I n d u s t r i e s .   
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S ig n a g e  i s  n e a r l y  n o n e x i s t en t  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  im p r o v e d  

t o  g u id e  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  h o w  t o  a cce s s  t h e  b o a t  

l a n d in g s  a n d  a cce s s  p o in t s .  Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  s a f e t y  

im p r o v e me nt s  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  l o we r  a cce s s  

p o in t  o r  a n o t h e r  b o a t  l a n d in g  s h o u ld  b e  d e v e lo p e d .  

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  l o we r  a cce s s  i s  a  l o n g  s t e e p  r a m p  t h a t  

i s  n o t  s a f e  f o r  m o s t  i n d i v id u a l s  a n d  wh e n  t h e  d a m  i s  

o p e n  s t r o n g  cu r r e n t s  ca n  e a s i l y  c r e a t e  a  l i f e  s a f e t y  

i s s u e  f o r  u s e r s .  

 

I n  r e ce n t  y e a r s  n e w  co m m e r c i a l  d e v e lo p m en t  h a s  

o ccu r r e d  p a r t i cu l a r l y  a lo n g  H ig h wa y  2 2 9 ,  t h e  m a jo r  

co m m e r c i a l  t h o r o u g h f a r e .   I t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t o  

r e m e m b e r  t h a t  wh i l e  t h e  C i t y  i s  wo r k in g  t o  a t t r a c t  

n e w  co m m e r c i a l  i n v e s t m en t ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  a l s o  m a k e  

e f f o r t s  t o  s u p p o r t  e x i s t i n g  b u s in e s ses .   T h i s  s h o u ld  b e  

d o n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r ce  

a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n sh ip  w i t h  C i t y  b u s in e s ses  a s  we l l  a s  

t h r o u g h  r e g u l a r  i n f o r m a t io n  g a t h e r i n g  b y  C i t y  

o f f i c i a l s .  

7  

A co m m o n  m i s t a k e  i n  s m a l l  co m m u n i t i e s  i s  t h e  p u r s u i t  

o f  n e w  b u s in e s s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  e x i s t i ng .   B y  t h i s  i s  

m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  a  n e w  b u s in e s s ,  t h a t  

p r o v id e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e  p r o d u c t  a s  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  

co m m u n i t y ,  i s  s im p l y  r e d i s t r i b u t in g  e x i s t i ng  s a l e s .   F o r  

e x a m p le  a  n e w  g a s  s t a t i o n  i n  a  co m m u n i t y  t h a t  

a l r e a d y  h a s  t wo  o r  t h r e e  g a s  s t a t i o n s  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  

o n l y  ca n n ib a l i ze  b u s in e s s  f r o m  t h o s e  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  

a l r e a d y  e x i s t .   E v e r y  co m m u n i t y  h a s  a  s a t u r a t i o n  p o in t  

f o r  a n y  g i v e n  t y p e  o f  b u s in e ss  a n d  s m a l l  co m m u n i t i e s  

w i l l  r e a ch  t h o s e  p o in t s  m o r e  r a p id l y  t h a t  l a r g e r  o n e s .   

I t  i s  im p o r t a n t  f o r  T a l l a s se e  l e a d e r s h ip  t o  s t u d y  t h e i r  

co m m e r c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  b e  a wa r e  o f  l e a k a g e s  a n d  

s a t u r a t io n  p o in t s .   T h i s  k n o w le d g e  w i l l  e n a b le  t h e m  t o  

r e c r u i t  n e w  b u s in e s ses  t h a t  w i l l  a d d  t o  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

e co n o m y  a n d  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  t a x  b a s e .   

T h e r e  i s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t  o f  r i v e r f r o n t  o n  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r  w i t h in  T a l l a s se e ’ s  

co r p o r a t e  l im i t s ;  h o we v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p u b l i c  a cce s s .  T h e  R i v e r  i s  a  l a r g e  e co n o m ic  

d e v e lo pm e nt  a s s e t  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  h e a v i l y  p r o m o t e d  a s  a  t o u r i s t  d e s t i n a t io n .  W h i l e  

t h e  C i t y  cu r r e n t l y  p r o v id e s  t wo  a r e a s  f o r  p u b l i c  a cce s s  t o  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r ,  t h e y  

ca n  s o m e t im e s  b e  d i f f i cu l t  t o  a cce s s  d u e  t o  t o p o g r a p h y  a r o u n d  t h e  s i t e ,  k n o w le d g e  

o f  t h e i r  l o ca t i o n ,  a n d  s ig n a g e  d i r e c t i n g  p a t r o n s  t o  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  b o a t  r a m p  t o  a cce s s  

t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r  n o r t h  o f  T h u r lo w  D a m  i s  a cce s s e d  v i a  E a s t  

R o o s e v e l t  S t r e e t  a t  L a k e  T a l i s i  R i v e r wa l k .  T h e  b o a t  r a m p  t o  a cce s s  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

T a l l a p oo sa  R i v e r  s o u t h  o f  T h u r lo w  D a m  i s  l o ca t e d  o f f  o f  H ig h wa y  2 2 9 ,  b e h in d  AE S  

I n d u s t r i e s .   

Image Source |   

Google.com 
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S i g n a g e  a l o n g  h i g h w a y  2 2 9  

( a  m a j o r  t h o r o u g h f a r e  f r o m  

I - 8 5  i n t o  T a l l a s s e e )  w o u l d  

s e t  t h e  t o n e  f o r  w a y f i n d i n g  

e f f o r t s  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y .   
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W h i l e  T a l l a s se e  p r id e s  i t s e l f  o n  i t s  h o m e t o wn  ch a r m  

a n d  f e e l ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  h o m e  t o  m a n y  m a jo r  co r p o r a t i o n s  

a n d  h a s  i t s  o wn  s h a r e  o f  l a r g e  e m p lo y e r s ;  o f  t h o s e  t h e  

t o p  t e n  e m p lo y e r s  i n  T a l l a s se e  a r e :  

 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

G K N  W est l a nd Aer ospa ce :  A  m u l t i n a t io n a l  t i e r  1  

a e r o sp a c e  s u p p l i e r  w i t h  7 9 0  e m p l o y e e s  a t  t h e i r  

T a l l a s s ee  l o c a t io n .   

 

N eptune T echnol ogy  G r oup:  A  t e c h n o lo gy  c o m p a n y  

s e r v i n g  m o r e  t h a n  4 , 0 0 0  w a t e r  u t i l i t i e s  a c r o s s  N o r th  

A m er i c a .  N e p tu n e  T e c h n o logy  G r o u p  h a s  4 7 5  e m p l o y e e s  

a t  t h e i r  T a l l a s s e e  l o c a t io n .   

 

C ommuni ty  H ospi ta l :  A  n o t - f o r -p r o f i t ,  6 9 - b e d  a c u t e  

c a r e  h o s p i t a l ,  f o u n ded  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p e o p le  o f  

E l m o re ,  M a c o n ,  a n d  T a l l a p o os a  C o u n t i e s  t h a t  e m p l o y s  

4 1 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  i t s  T a l l a s s e e  l o c a t io n .  

 

H a n i l  U SA :  A  T i e r  1  a u t o m o t i ve  p a r t s  m a n u f a c tu r e r  t h a t  

p r o du c es  b r a k e ,  f u e l  a n d  p o w er  s t e e r i n g  t u b e s  f o r  

v e h i c l e s  a t  t h e  H y u n d a i  M a n u f a c tu r in g  p l a n t  i n  

M o n tgom er y  t h a t  e m p l o y s  2 6 8  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h e  

T a l l a s s ee  l o c a t io n .  

 

AES I ndust r i es  +  AES Mecha ni ca l :  A  c o m m er c i a l  H V A C  

m a n u f a c tu r e r  t h a t  e m p l o y s  2 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  i t s  

T a l l a s s ee  l o c a t io n s .   

 

T a l l a ssee B oa r d of  Educa t i on :  T h e  l o c a l  p u b l i c  K - 1 2  

s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t h a t  e m p l o y s  1 9 5  t e a c h e r s  a n d  
a d m i n i s t ra t or s .  
 

T he L ea r n i ng T r ee :  A  p r i v a te  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t io n ,  

f o u n ded  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  t o  s e r v e  p e r s o n s  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  

e d u c a t io n a l ,  m e d i c a l ,  a n d  b e h a v io r a l  c h a l l e n ges .  T h e  

L e a r n in g  T r e e  e m p l o y s  1 5 9  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  i t s  T a l l a s s e e  
l o c a t io n .  
 

W a l -Ma r t :  A  m a j o r  r e t a i l e r  t h a t  e m p l o y s  1 1 5  i n d i v i d u a l s  

a t  t h e  T a l l a s s e e  l o c a t io n .   

 

C i ty  of  T a l l a ssee :  T h e  m u n i c ip a l  g o v e r n m en ta l  e n t i t y  

t h a t  e m p l o y s  a p p r o x imat e l y  9 0  f u l l  t i m e  a n d  p a r t  t i m e  

i n d i v i du a l s ,  p l u s  a p p r o x im a te l y  2 5  v o l u n tee r  f i r e f igh te r s  

t h r o u gh o u t  T a l l a s s e e .  

  

G ul f  P a cka gi ng:  A  s u p p l i e r  o f  c o r r u ga ted  s h i p p in g  

b o x e s  a n d  s u p p l i e s .  G u l f  P a c k a g in g  e m p l o y s  3 9  

i n d i v i du a l s  a t  i t s  T a l l a s s e e  l o c a t io n .  

 
 

 

 

T h e s e  t h r e e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  t h e  
t o p  t h r e e  e m p l o y e r s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

1 8  

Tallassee has approximately 

191 establishments within the 

Private Goods Producing 

Industries and the Private 

Service Providing Industries.1  
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Workforce   

 
T h e  U S  C e n s u s  d e f i n e s  t h e  wo r k f o r ce  ( l a b o r  f o r ce )  a s  

t h o s e  1 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  o ld e r  wh o  a r e  e m p lo y e d ,  

l o o k in g  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t ,  o r  a r e  i n  t h e  a r m e d  f o r ce s .  

T h e  2 0 16  Am e r i ca n  C o m m u n i t y  S u r v e y  e s t im a t e d  

T a l l a s see ’ s  l a b o r  f o r ce  a t  2 , 2 49 ,  a p p r o x im a te ly  4 6 . 7% 

o f  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a  co m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  

n u m b e r  b a s e d  o n  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  T a l l a s se e ,  

t h i s  co u ld  r e f l e c t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e t i r e e s  w i t h in  t h e  

co m m u n i t y .  B y  co m p a r i s o n ,  A l a b a m a ’ s  l a b o r  f o r ce  i s  

5 2 .8%.  T h e  l a r g e s t  e m p lo y m e n t  s e c t o r s  a r e  

e d u ca t io n a l  s e r v i ce s  a n d  h e a l t h ca r e ,  m a n u f a c t u r i ng ,  

a n d  a r t s ,  e n t e r t a i n m en t  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .  
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Income by  Househo ld  

 
T a l l a s see ’ s  i n co m e  r a t i o s  a r e  co n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  

a v e r a g e  o f  h o u s e h o ld  i n co m e .  T h e  c i t y ’ s  m e d ia n  a n d  

a v e r a g e  h o u s e h o ld  i n co m e s  a r e  $ 4 5 ,972  a n d  $ 5 4 ,045 ,  

r e s p e c t i ve l y .  T a l l a s see  h a s  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  m o r e  m id d le  

i n co m e  h o u s e h o ld s ,  $ 3 5 ,000  t o  $ 7 4 ,999 ,  s h o w in g  t h e  

wo r k in g  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  s m a l l  c i t y .  B y  co m p a r i s o n ,  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a ’ s  m e d ia n  a n d  a v e r a g e  h o u s e h o ld  

i n co m e s  a r e  $ 4 4 ,758  a n d  $ 6 2 ,061 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .   

Tallassee resident retirement 

income is $16,155 and the 

city’s per capita income is 

$20,672 
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H I S TOR IC  P R ES ER VAT I O N  +  R ED EV ELOPM E NT  
 
Hi s t o r i c  d o wn t o wn s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  co m m e r c i a l  

d i s t r i c t s ,  a r e  v i s i b l e  i n d i ca t o r s  o f  co m m u n i t y  p r id e ,  

a s  we l l  a s  e co n o m ic ,  a n d  s o c i a l  h e a l t h .   D e p e n d ing  

o n  t h e i r  v i b r a n cy ,  t h e s e  co r e  n e ig h b o r h o od s  ca n  b e  

e i t h e r  a n  a s s e t  o r  a  l i a b i l i t y  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  a n d  

r e t a i n ing  r e s id e n t s ,  b u s in e s ses / i nd u s t r i e s ,  r e t i r e e s ,  

t o u r i s t s ,  e t c .   

 

T h e  a r ch i t e c t u r e  o f  a  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i s  a  

p h y s i ca l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  a  co m m u n i t y ’ s  h e r i t a g e .  T h e  

C o m m u n i t y  r e v i t a l i z a t io n  a p p r o a ch  e n co u r a g e s  

f o r wa r d - t h ink in g  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e nt  i n  a  h i s t o r i c  

p r e s e r va t i o n  co n t e x t  s o  t h e s e  co m m u n i t y  a s s e t s  a n d  

l e g a cy  ca n  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o ns .   

 

C o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  Am e r i ca  a r e  s e a r ch in g  f o r  wa y s  

t o  im p r o v e  t h e i r  l o ca l  e co n o m ie s ,  e n h a n ce  t h e i r  

q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  r e v i t a l i z e  t h e i r  n e ig h b o r h o od s  

wh i l e  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e i r  cu l t u r a l  a n d  n a t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  

H i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i on  a n d  h e r i t a g e  t o u r i s m  a r e  t wo  

p r o m in e n t  e co n o m ic  a n d  co m m u n i t y  d e v e lo p m en t  

s t r a t e g ie s  t o  a cco m p l i s h  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  

 

He r i t a ge  t o u r i s m  i s  a n  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  t o o l  

d e s ig n ed  t o  a t t r a c t  v i s i t o r s  t o  a n  a r e a  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

u n iq u e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  l o ca l i t y ’ s  h i s t o r y ,  l a n d s ca p e ,  

a n d  cu l t u r e .   T h i s  n o t  o n l y  b o o s t s  r e g io n a l  a n d  l o ca l  

p r i d e  b u t  i s  a l s o  a  g o o d  s o u r ce  o f  r e v e n u e  a n d  j o b  

c r e a t i o n  f o r  a  co m m u n i t y .   H i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t io n  i s  a  

t o o l  f o r  p r e s e r v in g  a  h i s t o r i c  p l a ce ,  i n cu b a t i n g  s m a l l  

b u s in e sses ,  r e v i t a l i z in g  d o wn t o wn s ,  g e n e r a t i n g  l o ca l  

j o b s ,  a n d  c r e a t i n g  im p r o v e m e n t s  i n  a  co m m u n i t y .  

 

T a l l a s see  h a s  a  r i ch  a n d  d i v e r s e  h i s t o r y .  O r g a n i z e d  

e f f o r t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  l o ca l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c  a n d  

cu l t u r a l  r e s o u r ce s  a l l o w  t h e  C i t y  t o  r e co g n i z e  a n d  

p r o t e c t  i t s  p a s t ,  wh i l e  s im u l t a n e ou s ly  p l a n n in g  f o r  

f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e nt  a n d  g r o wt h .  P r e s e r va t io n  

p l a n n in g ,  o r  a  l a ck  t h e r e o f ,  c a n  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

im p a c t  n o t  o n l y  o n  a e s t h e t i c  a p p e a r a n ce ,  b u t  o n  t h e  

u n iq u e  s e n s e  o f  p l a ce  c r e a t e d  b y  a  co m m u n i t y ’ s  

h i s t o r i c  a r e a s .   
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Image Source |  Google.com 

T a l i s i  H o t e l ,  c a .  2 0 0 9  

P a t t e r s o n  L o g  C a b i n  i s  o n e  o f  
s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  t o u r i s t  
a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  T a l l a s s e e .   
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Rev i ta l i z i ng D owntown :  D o wn t o wn  r e v i t a l i z a t io n  i s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  e x e r c i s e :   t o  m a k e  a  

d o wn t o wn  “ s u cce e d ”  e co n o m ica l l y ,  t h e r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  

e n o u g h  s a l e s  a c t i v i t y  t a k in g  p l a ce  t o  g e n e r a t e  s a l e s  

l e v e l s  h ig h  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e  b u s in e s ses  t o  a f f o r d  t h e  

r e n t  l e v e l s  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  o wn e r s  n e e d  t o  r e h a b i l i t a te  

a n d  m a in t a in  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s .   

 
S o m e  o f  t h e  m a n y  r e a s o n s  wh y  d o wn t o wn s  ( a n d  

d o wn t o wn  r e v i t a l i z a t io n )  s h o u ld  b e  a  p l a n n in g  p r io r i t y  

a r e :  

• D o wn t o wn s  a r e  a n  e x t r e m e l y  e f f i c i e n t  l a n d  u s e  

f o r m .  

• D o wn t o wn s  r e p r e s e n t  a n  e n o r m o u s  a m o u n t  o f  

i n v e s tm en t  a l r e a d y  i n  p l a ce .  

• Hi s t o r i c  d o wn t o wn  b u i l d i n g s  p r o v id e  a  

d i s t i n c t i ve  m a r k e t  i d e n t i t y  f o r  t h e  co m m u n i t y .  

• D o wn t o wn s  a t t r a c t  a n d  cu l t i v a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  

l o ca l l y -own ed  b u s in e ss .  

• D o wn t o wn s  c r e a t e  n e w  jo b s .  

• D o wn t o wn s  a r e  t r u e  c i v i c  p l a ce s .  

• D o wn t o wn  r e v i t a l i z a t i on  i s  t h e  u l t im a t e  f o r m  

o f  r e cy c l i n g . 2   

 

A s  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e  a n d  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s ,  T a l l a s se e  

h a s  t h e  u n iq u e  a s s e t  o f  h a v in g ,  wh a t  a m o u n t s  t o ,  f o u r  

h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  a r e a s  w i t h in  i t s  c i t y  l im i t s .   T h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  ca p i t a l i ze  o n  t h e s e  “ h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  

n o d e s ”  co u ld  u l t im a t e l y  p l a ce  t h e  C i t y  i n  a  s t r o n g e r  

p o s i t i o n  b o t h  e co n o m ica l l y  a n d  f r o m  a  t o u r i s m  a n d  

r e c r u i t m e n t  s t a n d p o in t .  

 

N E W  B US INES S  D EV ELOPM E NT   
 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x i s t i n g  co m m e r c i a l  a r e a s  a lo n g  

H ig h wa y s  2 2 9  a n d  1 4 ,  t h e  F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  M a p  

id e n t i f i e s  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  i n  wh i ch  t h e  C i t y  wo u ld  l i k e  t o  

f o cu s  o n  n e w  b u s in e s ses  d e v e lo p m en t .   I n  p a r t i cu l a r ,  

t h e  f o u r  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  

wh i ch  a r e  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  s e r v e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

s u r r o u n d in g  r e s id e n t ia l  d e v e lo p m en t  b u t  a l s o  t o  

p r o v id e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e x p a n s io n  o f  s m a l l ,  l o ca l  

b u s in e sses  a n d  n i ch e  b u s in e sse s  t h a t  wo u ld  ca t e r  t o  

s u r r o u n d in g  a r e a s  a n d  t h e  t o u r i s m  s e c t o r .   T h e s e  

a r e a s  co u ld  s u p p o r t  s u ch  s e r v i ce s  a s  d r y  c l e a n e r s ,  

b e a u t y /b a r be r  s h o p s ,  a n d  co n v e n ie n ce  g o o d s  s u ch  a s  

d o l l a r  s t o r e s ,  g a s o l i n e  s t a t i o n ,  a s  we l l  a s  a n t iq u e  

s h o p s ,  g i f t  a n d  a r t  s h o p s ,  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s  i n  v a r i o u s  

f o r m s .   
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  K e n n e d y  L .  
L a w s o n ,  s a l e s ,  r e n t s ,  a n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a  
d o w n t o w n .   



T h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  co n ce n t r a t i n g  n e ig h b o r h o o d  

s e r v i ce  b u s in e s ses  i n  s p e c i f i c  n o d e s  a r o u n d  t h e  C i t y  

i s  t h a t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a l l o w in g  t h e m  t o  s p r a w l  a lo n g  

m a jo r  co r r i d o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y ,  i t  a l l o ws  

b u s in e ss  u s e r s  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  n e e d s  m e t  i n  a r e a s  

wh e r e  t h e y  l i v e  o r  co m m u t e .  Le s s  t r a v e l  w i l l  b e  

n e ce s s a r y ,  t h e r e b y  l e s s e n ing  t r a f f i c  co n g e s t i o n ,  a n d  

b u s in e sses  i n  t h e  s a m e  a r e a  ca n  m a r k e t  t h e i r  

p r o x im i ty  t o  a r e a  r e s id e n t s .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  p r o v id in g  

n i ch e  b u s in e sse s  i n  t h e s e  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s  

a l l o ws  t h e  C i t y  t o  ca p i t a l i z e  o n  t h e  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  

b y  p r o v id in g  u n iq u e  s h o p p in g  v e n u e s  i n  q u a in t  

h i s t o r i c  s e t t i n g s .  A s  p a r t  o f  u p d a t e s  t o  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

Zo n in g  Or d in a n ce  t h e  P l a n n ing  C o m m is s io n  s h o u ld  

i n c l u d e  d e s ig n  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e s e  n e ig h b o r h o o d 

b u s in e sses  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  f i t  i n  a r ch i t e c t u r a l l y  

w i t h  t h e  s u r r o u n d ing  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  a n d  

r e s id e nt ia l  a r e a s .  

 

A r e a s  a lo n g  m a jo r  co r r i d o r s ,  s u ch  a s  H ig h wa y s  2 2 9  

a n d  1 4  s h o u ld  b e  co n s id e r e d  p o t e n t i a l  m a jo r  

b u s in e ss / te ch no lo g y  a n d  e m p lo y m e nt  a r e a s .   C a r e  

s h o u ld  b e  t a k e n  wh e n  p l a n n in g  f o r  t h e s e  a r e a s  t o  

e n co u r a g e  t h e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  l a n d  u s e s  b a s e d  o n  

t h e  t y p e  o f  b u s in e sse s  a n d  t h e i r  s p a ce  n e e d s .  

 

T a l l a s see  h a s  a cce s s  t o  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  t h a t  

co u ld  p r o v id e  s u i t a b l e  s i t e s  f o r  n e w  i n d u s t r i a l  

d e v e lo pm e nt  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  e x p a n s io n  t o  t h e  

I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k .   C o n ce n t r a t in g  i n d u s t r i a l  

d e v e lo pm e nt  i n t o  “ p a r k s ”  a l l o ws  f o r  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  

a cco m m o d a t ion  o f  t h e i r  u n iq u e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

r e q u i r e m en ts  a n d  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a f f i c ,  

b o t h  e m p lo y e e  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  t r u ck s ,  c a n  b e  h a n d le d  

m o r e  s a f e l y .    

 

I n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  t h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  l a n d  r e s o u r ce s ,  a n d  

t o  i d e n t i f y  p o s s ib le  i n ce n t i v e s  f o r  l o ca t i o n  a n d  

e x p a n s ion  o f  b u s in e s ses ,  T a l l a s se e  s h o u ld  p r e p a r e  

a n  E co n o m ic  D e v e lo p me nt  S t r a t e g y .   A lo n g  w i t h  t h e  

g o a l s ,  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  t h e  

C o m p r e h en s i ve  P l a n  s u ch  a  d o cu m e n t  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s o u n d ,  l o n g  t e r m  e co n o m ic  p l a n n in g  i n  

T a l l a s see .  
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Image Sources |   

Google.com 

Central Alabama Regional Planning and 

Development Commission  

A n  e x a m p l e  o f  a  l a r g e  t r a c t  
o f  f a r m l a n d  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
E l m o r e  C o u n t y  p o r t i o n  o f  
T a l l a s s e e .   

L o c a l  c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  a l o n g  C e n t r a l  
B l v d .  ( H w y  1 4 ) .  

L o c a l  d o w n t o w n  c o m m e r c i a l  
b u i l d i n g  o f f  o f  B a r n e t t  B l v d .   
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T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  p l a ce  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  o n  

u n d e r s t an d ing  t h e  f i s ca l  im p a c t s  o f  e co n o m ic  

d e v e lo pm e nt  i n i t i a t i v es .   W h e n  e v a lu a t i ng  p r o p o s e d  

d e v e lo pm e nt  f o r  a  s i t e ,  t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  e v a lu a t e  t h e  

f o l l o w in g  p o t e n t i a l  e co n o m ic  im p a c t s :  

 

• C o n s t r uc t io n  i n v e s t m e nt  

• T e m p o r a r y  co n s t r u c t i o n  i n co m e / s t a t e  i n co m e  

t a x e s  d u r i n g  co n s t r u c t i o n  

• N e w p e r m a n e n t  j o b s  c r e a t e d / n e w  a n n u a l  s t a t e  

i n co m e  t a x e s  

• N e t  n e w  a n n u a l  C i t y  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  

• N e w a n n u a l  r e t a i l  s a l e s  t a x e s  

• N e w r e s id e n t s /n ew  r e s id e n t ia l  d e v e lo p m en t  

• R e t a i l  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t  s p a ce  s u p p o r t e d  b y  n e w  

e m p lo y ee s  a n d  r e s id e n t s  

• R e g io n a l  d r a w  o f  p r o j e c t s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  

t o u r i s m  e f f o r t s  

 
T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  m a r k e t  b a s e d  r e t a i l  o n  wh i ch  

t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  f o cu s :   n e ig h b o r h o od ,  co m m u n i t y ,  a n d  

r e g io n a l .   T h e  s m a l l e s t  “ n e ig h b o r ho o d b u s in e sse s ”  

wo u ld  p r o v id e  s e r v i ce s  t o  t h e  im m e d ia t e  a d j a ce n t  

r e s id e nt ia l  d e v e lo p m en t s  a n d  wo u ld  a l l o w  p a t r o n s  t o  

e i t h e r  wa l k  o r  d r i v e  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n ce .  T h e s e  b u s in e s se s  

s h o u ld  b e  l o w  i n t e n s i t y  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  m in im a l  

im p a c t  o n  a d j a ce n t  r e s id e n t ia l  u s e s .  C o m m u n i t y  

C o m m e r c i a l  w i l l  f e a t u r e  t h o s e  b u s in e s ses  t h a t  w i l l  

a t t r a c t  cu s t o m e r s  f r o m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y ;  a  

cu s t o m e r  m ig h t  d r i v e  a c r o s s  t o wn  t o  a v a i l  t h e m s e l ve s  

o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i ce s  o f  t h e s e  r e t a i l e r s .   T h e  

l a r g e s t  r e t a i l e r s  a r e  t h o s e  wh i ch  w i l l  a t t r a c t  cu s t o m e r s  

f r o m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g io n ,  we l l  b e y o n d  t h e  C i t y  

l im i t s .  

 

T a l l a s see  l e a d e r s h ip  s h o u ld  e x p r e s s  i t s  co n ce r n  f o r  t h e  

e co n o m ic  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  co m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  i t s  

e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e nt  p r o g r a m s .   T h e  p r o m o t io n  o f  

b u s in e ss  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e s t m en t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  j o b s  

r e t e n t io n  a n d  c r e a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  C i t y ’ s  t a x  b a s e ,  

i n c r e a s es  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s ,  p r o v id e s  wo r k  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e r e b y  h e lp in g  r e d u ce  

p o v e r t y ,  a n d  m o v e s  t h e  C i t y  t o wa r d  e co n o m ic  s t a b i l i t y  

a n d  l a s t i n g  s e l f - su f f i c i e ncy .  
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Section Data Sources | 

 
1https://factfinder.census.gov/ 
2 American Planning Association Planning 

  Commissioners Journal #57 
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Regional  

Neighborhood 

Regional  Community 

T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  
s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n  t h e s e  t h r e e  
l e v e l s  o f  m a r k e t  b a s e d  
r e t a i l :  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  
c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  r e g i o n a l .  



Effor ts should be focused on retention and expansion of 

exist ing businesses.    
( B us i ness  Retent i on  &  Redevel opment )  

  

Consider improvements to publ ic access to the Tal lapoosa 

River.   ( Ex i s t i ng C ondi t i ons )  

  

Improve signage,  access and safety at  publ ic access boat 

launches.   
( Ex i s t i ng C ondi t i ons )  

  

Par tner with developers and current proper ty owners to 

revital ize the histor ic downtown.   
( H i s tor i c  P r eser va t i on  a nd Redevel opment )  

  

Include design cr iter ia for neighborhood businesses so they f i t  

with surrounding residentia l  areas.    
( N ew  B us i ness  D evel opment )  

  

Prepare an Economic Development Strategy.    
( N ew  B us i ness  D evel opment )  

  

P lace a strong emphasis on understanding the f iscal  impacts of 

economic development in it iat ives.    
( N ew  B us i ness  D evel opment )  
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“Someone is sitting in the shade today because 

someone planted a tree a long time ago.” 

- Warren Buffett 

2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   

LAND 

USE 04 
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E X IS T ING  L AND  U S E   
 
T a l l a s see  i s  co m p r i s e d  o f  a p p r o x im a t e ly  1 2 . 1  s q u a r e  

m i l e s  o r  7 , 7 60  a c r e s .   E x i s t in g  u s e s  o f  l a n d  ca n  b e  

d i v id e d  i n t o  t h e  b r o a d  l a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t io ns  o f  

r e s id e nt ia l ,  co m m e r c i a l ,  i n s t i t u t io na l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  

u t i l i t i e s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  m in in g ,  a g r i cu l t u r a l  a n d  

u n d e v e lo p ed .  T h e s e  l a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t io ns  a n d  t h e i r  

a r e a s  h a v e  n o t  ch a n g e d  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  i n  T a l l a s see  s i n ce  

t h e  d e v e lo p m e nt  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l  L a n d  U s e  P l a n .   A  

b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  l a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t io ns  i s  

p r o v id e d  b e lo w .   T h i s  i n f o r m a t ion  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

d a t a  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  t h e  o r ig in a l  L a n d  U s e  P l a n  a n d  

f i e ld  s u r v e y s  co n d u c t e d  t o  u p d a t e  t h a t  d a t a  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h i s  C o m p r e h e n s i ve  P l a n .   I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  a  

l a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  co n f u s e d  w i t h  a  

z o n in g  c l a s s i f i c a t i on  a s  t h e y  a r e  n o t  n e ce s s a r i l y  t h e  

s a m e .  

B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  
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Res i dent i a l .   T h i s  l a n d  u s e  

c l a s s i f i c a t io n  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  s i n g l e -

f a m i l y  h o m e s ,  m u l t i - f a m i l y  

d we l l i n g s ,  m a n u f a c t u r e d  h o m e s  a n d  

h o u s in g  f o r  t h e  e ld e r l y  a t  a  v a r i e t y  

o f  d e n s i t i e s .   R e s id e n t ia l  l a n d  u s e  

r e p r e s e nt s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  3 , 296  

a c r e s  o r  1 8 . 5  p e r ce n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

l a n d  a r e a  i n  T a l l a s se e* .  

Agr i cu l tu ra l /Forest r y.   T h i s  l a n d  u s e  

c l a s s i f i c a t io n  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  

e s t a b l i sh me nt s  t h a t  g r o w  c r o p s ,  r a i s e  

a n im a l s ,  h a r v e s t  t im b e r  a n d  h a r v e s t  f i s h  

a n d  o t h e r  a n im a l s  f r o m  a  f a r m ,  r a n ch ,  

g r e e n h o u se ,  n u r s e r y ,  o r ch a r d ,  h a t ch e r y  

o r  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t s .   A g r i cu l t u r a l /  

F o r e s t r y  l a n d  u s e  r e p r e s e n ts  

a p p r o x ima te ly  7 , 0 39  a c r e s  o r  3 9 . 5  

p e r ce n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  i n  

T a l l a s see * .    

L a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t io ns  d e p i c t e d  o n  M a p  3  –  “ Ex i s t i ng L a nd U se”  a r e  d e f i n e d  b e lo w  

a n d  a  n a r r a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  p r o v id e d  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a n d  u s e  p a t t e r n s  f o u n d  i n  

T a l l a s see .   * N O T E :   Acr ea ges  a nd per centa ges  show n bel ow  i nc l ude a r ea s  both  i ns i de 
the c i ty  l i m i t s  a s  w el l  a s  those i mmedi a tel y  outs i de ( 1 7, 8 1 3 tota l  a cr es )  a s  show n on  
the Ex i s t i ng L a nd U se Ma p,  ther efor e over a l l  a cr ea ge w i l l  not  ma tch  the c i ty  l i m i t s  
a cr es .  
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Land Use is the type of use 

activity occurring on a land 

parcel or within a building 

situated upon a land parcel. 

 

- The American Planning 

Association, April 2004 
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Inst i tu t i ona l .   T h i s  l a n d  u s e  

c l a s s i f i c a t io n  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  e s t a b l i sh me nt s  

u s e d  b y  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  o f  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  

a n d  l o ca l  g o v e r n m e n t  s u ch  a s  

a d m in i s t r a t i ve  b u i l d i n g s ,  f i r e  s t a t i o n s ,  

p o l i ce  s t a t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  p o s t  

o f f i ce s ;  e d u ca t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  s u ch  a s  

p u b l i c  s ch o o l s ,  co l l e g e s ,  v o ca t io n a l  

s ch o o l s  a n d  l i b r a r i e s ,  c i v i c  a n d  r e l i g io u s  

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  ce m e t e r i e s .   I n s t i t u t io na l  

l a n d  u s e  r e p r e s e n t s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  9 5 2  

a c r e s  o r  5 . 3 4  o f  t h e  t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  i n  

T a l l a s see * .    

C ommerci a l .   T h i s  l a n d  u s e  

c l a s s i f i c a t io n  i s  d e f i n e d  b y  a  w id e  

r a n g e  o f  e s t a b l i sh me nt s  s u ch  a s  r e t a i l  

s a l e s  a n d  s e r v i ce ;  a u t o m o b i l e  s a l e s  o r  

s e r v i ce ;  f i n a n ce  a n d  i n s u r a n ce ;  

b u s in e ss ,  p r o f e s s io na l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  

t e ch n i ca l  s e r v i ce s ;  f o o d  s e r v i ce s  a n d  

p e r s o n a l  s e r v i ce s .   C o m m e r c i a l  l a n d  

u s e s  r e p r e s e n ts  a p p r o x im a t e ly  3 5 3  

a c r e s  o r  t wo  p e r ce n t  ( 2 % )  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

l a n d  a r e a  i n  T a l l a s se e* .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Industr i a l .   T h i s  l a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  

i s  d e f i n e d  a s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

e s t a b l i sh me nt s  s u ch  a s  p l a n t s ,  f a c t o r i e s  

a n d  m i l l s  t h a t  e m p lo y  p o we r  d r i v e n  

m a ch in e s ,  m a t e r i a l s  h a n d l i n g  e q u ip m e n t  

a n d  wo r k e r s  wh o  c r e a t e  n e w  p r o d u c t s  

b y  h a n d  a n d  m in in g .   D i f f e r e n t i a t in g  

i n d u s t r i a l  f r o m  co m m e r c i a l  c a n  

s o m e t im es  b e  co n f u s in g .   I n d u s t r i a l  

l a n d  u s e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  

p e r ce n t a g e  o f  a n y  l a n d  u s e  a t  

a p p r o x ima te ly  5 0 3  a c r e s  o r  t h r e e  

p e r ce n t  ( 3 % )  o f  t h e  t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  i n  

T a l l a s see * .  

Recrea t i ona l .   T h i s  l a n d  u s e  

c l a s s i f i c a t io n  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  

e s t a b l i sh me nt s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  

o r  p r o v id e  s e r v i ce s  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

cu l t u r a l ,  e n t e r t a i n m en t  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o na l  f u n c t i o n s  s u ch  a s  b a l l  

f i e l d s ,  a c t i v e  a n d  p a s s i v e  p a r k s ,  g o l f  

co u r s e s ,  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  a r e a s  

a n d  m u s e u m s .   R e c r e a t io n a l  l a n d  u s e  

r e p r e s e nt s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  9 7  a c r e s  o r  

o n e  h a l f  o f  o n e  p e r ce n t  ( 0 . 54 )  o f  t h e  

t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  o f  T a l l a s se e* .  

Undevel oped.   T h i s  l a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  l a n d  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  

d e v e lo pe d  f o r  a  p a r t i cu l a r  u s e  a n d  i n c lu d e s  wo o d la n d s  n o t  i n  a n y  u s e  a n d  

u n d e v e lo p ed  p o r t i o n s  o f  r e s id e n t i a l  s u b d i v i s io ns ,  s h o p p in g  ce n t e r s  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  

p a r k s .   U n d e v e lo p ed  l a n d  u s e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  a p p r o x im a te ly  5 , 5 73  a c r e s  o r  3 1  p e r ce n t  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  i n  T a l l a s see * .    
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L A N D  U S E  M A P  
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F UTUR E  L AND  U S E  
 
As  t h e  l a n d s ca p e  o f  T a l l a s see  co n t i n u e s  t o  ch a n g e  

b e t we e n  u p d a t e s  o f  t h e  C o m p r e h e n s i ve  P l a n ,  s o  t o o  

w i l l  t h e  F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  P l a n  n e e d  t o  ch a n g e  t o  

r e f l e c t  n e w l y  a n n e x e d  a r e a s ,  a s  we l l  a s  ch a n g e s  t o  

d e v e lo pm e nt  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  p a t t e r n s .   A s  s t a t e d  

e a r l i e r  “ La n d  U s e ”  i s  n o t  z o n in g ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i t  

s h o u ld  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a l l  “ F u t u r e  La n d  U s e ”  

co n ce p t s  a r e  co n s id e r e d  f l u id  i n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

r e co m m e n d at ion s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a s  o f  s u ch  

p r o p o s e d  l a n d  u s e s .   T h u s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  ch i e f l y  

i r r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n  o f  l a n d  u s e s  s h o wn  o n  M a p  4  -  

F utur e L a nd U se  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  M a p  3  -  C ur r ent  
L a nd U se  wh i ch  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o l l o ws  p r o p e r t y  

b o u n d a r i es .  

 

T h e  f u t u r e  l a n d  u s e  co n ce p t  f o r  T a l l a s see  i s  s h o wn  i n  

M a p  4  –  “ F u tu r e L a nd U se”  a n d  i s  r o u g h l y  b a s e d  o n  

t h e  s o m e  o f  t h e  s a m e  l a n d  u s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o ns  a s  t h e  

e x i s t in g  l a n d  u s e  m a p  i n c lu d in g  co m m e r c i a l ,  

r e s id e nt ia l ,  i n s t i t u t i on a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  a n d  a g r i cu l t u r a l .   

T h e  f u t u r e  l a n d  u s e  m a p  d e p i c t s  t h e  C i t y ’ s  v i s i o n  f o r  

f u t u r e  g r o wt h  a n d  d e v e lo p m en t  i n  T a l l a s se e  o v e r  t h e  

n e x t  2 0  y e a r s .   T h e  P l a n n ing  a n d  Zo n in g  C o m m is s io n  

a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  s h o u ld  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  P l a n  a s  t h e y  

m a k e  l a n d  u s e  d e c i s i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  

i n t e n t  o f  t h e  C o m p r e h e n s i ve  P l a n  i s  f o l l o we d .   

 

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  a s  d e v e lo p m e nt ,  r e d e v e lo pm e nt  a n d  

r e z o n in g  t o  a cco m m o d a t e  t h e  F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  

C o n ce p t  a r e  co n s id e r e d ,  t h e  P l a n n in g  C o m m is s ion  a n d  

C o u n c i l  s h o u ld  t a k e  i n t o  a cco u n t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

a d e q u a t e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n c l u d in g  b o t h  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  n e t wo r k s .     

  

D e s c r i p t i on s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  f u t u r e  l a n d  u s e  

c l a s s i f i c a t io ns ,  p a t t e r n s ,  a n d  k e y  co n ce p t s  a r e  

d i s cu s sed  b e lo w .  
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Res i dent i a l  La nd Uses :  Ar e a s  r e p r e s e n t ed  a s  r e s id e n t i a l  o n  t h e  F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  M a p  

e n co m p a s s  a l l  p o s s ib l e  t y p e s  o f  r e s id e n t ia l  d e v e lo p m en t .  C i t y  z o n in g  p o l i c i e s  w i l l  

d e t e r m in e  wh e r e  v a r i o u s  d e v e lo p m e nt  d e n s i t i e s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .  R e s id e n t ia l  a r e a s  a r e  

i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v id e  t h e  co n t i n u a t io n  o f  s t a b l e ,  h e a l t h y  r e s id e n t ia l  e n v i r o n m e n ts  i n  

a l l  t h e i r  f o r m s .  Ad d i t i o n a l l y  t h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  e n co u r a g e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e nt  o f  

a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a n d  d i s co u r a g e  t h e  e n c r o a ch m e n t  o f  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  co m m e r c i a l  

d e v e lo pm e nt  t h r o u g h  t h e  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  m a s t e r  p l a n  d e v e lo p m en t s .  
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Zoning is the process of 

diving land in a municipality 

into zones in which certain 

land uses are permitted or 

prohibited.  

 
-Indiana Law  

Journal, 2015 



Inst i tu t i ona l  La nd Uses .   D u e  t o  t h e i r  n a t u r e  a n d  v a r i e t y ,  i n s t i t u t i o na l  u s e s  a r e  

s h o wn  s ca t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y .   T h e  l a r g e s t  p o ck e t s  a r e  co n ce n t r a t e d  a lo n g  

F r i e n d sh ip  R o a d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  C o m m u n i t y  Ho s p i t a l  a n d  T a l l a s see  E l e m e n t a r y  S ch o o l   

a s  we l l  a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  T a l l a s see  A i r p o r t  p r o p e r t y .   O t h e r  a r e a s  i n c l u d e  t h e  s i t e   

o f  t h e  S e wa g e  T r e a t m e n t  La g o o n s ,  a s  we l l  a s  C i t y  Ha l l ,  t h e  L ib r a r y ,  a n d  t h e  W a t e r  

T r e a t m e nt  P l a n t .   U s e s  s u ch  a s  ce m e t e r i e s ,  p u b l i c  s ch o o l s ,  a n d  f i r e  a n d  p o l i ce  s t a t i o n s  

a r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  l a n d  u s e  ca t e g o r y .    

 
Industr i a l  La nd Uses .   Ar e a s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  l a n d  u s e s  h a v e  b e e n  s h o wn  o n  t h e  F u t u r e  

La n d  U s e  M a p  a s  b e in g  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r k  l o ca t i o n s  a lo n g  

H ig h wa y  2 2 9  a n d  e x t e n d in g  s o u t h  t o wa r d  I - 8 5 .   T h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  l a n d  u s e  p r o v id e s  t h e  

m o s t  d e s i r a b le  a cce s s  t o  I n t e r s t a t e  8 5 ,  a l l o ws  f o r  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a  r a i l r o a d  s p u r  f o r  

i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  n e e d  r a i l  a c ce s s ,  a n d  l im i t s  h e a v y  t r u ck  t r a f f i c  i n  m o r e  p e d e s t r i an  a r e a s  

o f  T a l l a s see .    

  
Agr i cu l tura l  La nd Uses .   La r g e  a r e a s  o f  a g r i cu l t u r a l  l a n d  u s e s  s u r r o u n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  

T a l l a s see  s e r v i n g  a s  a  g r e e n b e l t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  g a t e wa y s  t o  t h e  C i t y  a n d  p r e s e r v i ng  t h e  

r u r a l  l a n d s ca p e .   T h o s e  a r e a s  c lo s e s t  t o  t h e  C i t y  l im i t s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  a n n e x  a s  

t h e  C i t y  g r o ws  a n d  f u t u r e  v e r s io n s  o f  t h e  C o m p r e h e ns i ve  P l a n  s h o u ld  r e f l e c t  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

d e s i r e s  r e g a r d in g  d e v e lo p m e nt  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .    

 

Ga tewa ys.   A c i t y ’ s  e n t r y  p o in t s  o r  “ g a t e wa y s ”  s e r v e  

a s  t h e  co m m u n i t y ’ s  f r o n t  d o o r ,  e s t a b l i sh in g  f i r s t  

im p r e s s io n s  a n d  r e i n f o r c i n g  im a g e s  a n d  p e r ce p t io n s  

o f  T a l l a s see ’ s  ch a r a c t e r ,  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  v i t a l i t y .  

G a t e wa ys  a r e  cu r r e n t l y  m a r k e d  o n  H ig h wa y  2 2 9  

S o u t h ;  o n  G i lm e r  Av e n u e  ( S R 1 4 )  N o r t h ;  F r i e n d s h ip  

R o a d  E a s t ;  H ig h wa y  1 4  W e s t  a n d  o n  Lo we r  T u s k e g e e  

R o a d .   B e ca u s e  g a t e wa y s  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  

“ we l co m e ”  s i g n ,  t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  p r e p a r e  a n  

e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  v i s u a l  q u a l i t y  a n d  

e n t r y  e x p e r i e n ce  a t  e a ch  g a t e wa y  a n d  p l a n  f o r  

a p p r o p r i a t e  im p r o v e m e n ts .  S u ch  im p r o v e m e n t s  

co u ld  i n c l u d e  u p d a t e d  e n t r y  s i g n a g e ,  l a n d s ca p e  

p l a n t i n gs ,  s c r e e n in g  o f  u n s ig h t l y  v i e ws ,  a n d  n e w  

d e v e lo pm e nt  a n d  r e d e v e lo p m en t  r e co m m e n d a t ion s .  

T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  co n s id e r  l o ca t i n g  g a t e wa y s  w i t h in  

t h e  co r p o r a t e  l im i t s .   
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OTHER  F UTUR E  L AND  U S E  C ONS ID ER AT I O NS   
 

M I X E D  U S E  D E V E L O P M E N T  A R E A S   
 

T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  s h o u ld  co n s id e r  i n c l u d in g  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  m i x e d  u s e  d e v e lo p m e nt  

w i t h in  t h e i r  Zo n in g  Or d in a n ce .   T h e s e  a r e a s  co m b in e  r e s id e n t i a l  a n d  n o n - r e s id e nt ia l  

u s e s  i n  m a s t e r  p l a n n e d  n e ig h b o r h o od s  wh e r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  u s e s  a r e  f i n e l y  m i x e d  

i n s t e a d  o f  s e p a r a t ed .  Qu a l i t y  a r ch i t e c t u r a l  d e s ig n  f e a t u r e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  p l a ce m e n t  o f  

g r e e n  s p a ce s  w i l l  e n s u r e  d e v e lo p m en t  co m p a t ib i l i t y .  T h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  p r im e  ca n d id a t e s  

f o r  “ l i v e -wo rk ”  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  n e ig h b o r h o o d d e v e lo p m en t s .   
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L i v e -wo r k  d e v e lo p m en t s  co m b in e  r e s id e n t i a l  a n d  

o f f i ce / se r v i ce  u s e s  a l l o w in g  p e o p le  t o  b o t h  l i v e  a n d  

wo r k  i n  t h e  s a m e  a r e a .  L i v e - wo r k  s p a ce s  m a y  b e  

co m b in e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  b u i l d i n g  o r  o n  t h e  s a m e  s t r e e t .  

A l l  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  a  s im i l a r  r e s id e n t i a l  s ca l e .   

 

“ A  T r a d i t i o n a l  N e ig h b o r h o o d  D e v e lo p m en t ,  o r  T N D ,  

i n c l u d e s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  h o u s in g  t y p e s ,  a  m i x t u r e  o f  l a n d  

u s e s ,  a n  a c t i v e  ce n t e r ,  a  wa l k a b l e  d e s ig n  a n d  o f t e n  a  

t r a n s i t  o p t io n  w i t h in  a  co m p a c t  n e ig h b o r h o od  s ca l e  

a r e a .  T N D s  ca n  b e  d e v e lo p e d  e i t h e r  a s  i n f i l l  i n  a n  

e x i s t in g  d e v e lo p e d  a r e a  o r  a s  a  n e w  l a r g e  s ca l e  

p r o j e c t .   A  n e w  T N D  p r o j e c t  s h o u ld  i n c l u d e  a  r a n g e  o f  

h o u s in g  t y p e s ,  a  n e t wo r k  o f  we l l - co n n e c t ed  s t r e e t s  

a n d  b lo ck s  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p u b l i c  s p a ce s ,  a n d  s h o u ld  

h a v e  a m e n i t i e s  s u ch  a s  s t o r e s ,  s ch o o l s  a n d  p l a ce s  o f  

wo r s h ip  w i t h in  wa l k i n g  d i s t a n ce  o f  r e s id e n ce s . ” 1  

 

Hi s t o r i ca l l y  T a l l a s se e  wa s  a  “ t r a d i t io n a l  n e ig h b o r h o o d 

d e v e lo pm e nt ” ,  i . e .  r e s id e n ce s ,  s ch o o l s  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o na l  a c t i v i t i e s  d e v e lo p e d  a r o u n d  a  ce n t r a l  

co r e  d o wn t o wn .    

  

M o d i f i c a t io ns  t o  t h e  C i t y ’ s  z o n in g  s t a n d a r d s  co u ld  

p r o v id e  f o r  “ S p e c i a l  D e v e lo p m en t  D i s t r i c t s ”  wh i ch  

a l l o w  T N D  a n d  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  m i x e d  u s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  

t o  t a k e  p l a ce  t h r o u g h  a  M a s t e r  P l a n n in g  P r o ce s s .  
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R E V I T A L I Z A T I O N  A R E A S   
 

T h e  f o l l o w in g  a r e a s  o f  t h e  C i t y  a r e  a l r e a d y  d e v e lo p e d ,  

b u t  h a v e  e x p e r i e nce d  v a r y i n g  s y m p t o m s  o f  d e c l i n e  

a n d / o r  b l i g h t .  R e v i t a l i z a t io n  a n d  s e l e c t e d  

r e d e v e lo p me nt ,  a c co r d in g  t o  t h o u g h t f u l  d e t a i l e d  

p l a n s ,  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e a s  b e co m e  

a n d  r e m a in  e co n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  a s s e t s  t o  t h e  C i t y ,  

p r o p e r t y  o wn e r s ,  b u s in e s ses ,  a n d  r e s id e n t s .   S o m e  

i s s u es  t o  p a y  p a r t i cu l a r  a t t e n t io n  t o  i n c l u d e :   

s t r u c t u r a l  co n d i t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u re  

im p r o v e me nt s  ( i . e .  u t i l i t i e s ,  cu r b in g ,  s i d e wa l k s ,  e t c . ) ,  

u n i f i e d  s i g n a g e  u n iq u e  t o  e a ch  a r e a ,  l i g h t i n g ,  a n d  

s t r e e t sca pe  b e a u t i f i c a t io n .   R e s o l v i ng  t h e s e  i s s u e s  

s h o u ld  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  a n d  a r e a / n e ig h bo r ho o d 

p l a n n in g ,  b u t  m u s t  a l s o  i n c l u d e  p a r t i c i p a t io n  o f  

p r o p e r t y  a n d  b u s in e ss  o wn e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  

s u cce s s fu l .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

E x a m p l e s  o f  T r a d i t i o n a l  
N e i g h b o r h o o d  D e v e l o p m e n t  
( T N D ) .  
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Downtown Revitalization Area  
 

T h e  f o l l o w in g  a r e a s  o f  t h e  C i t y  a r e  a l r e a d y  

d e v e lo pe d ,  b u t  h a v e  e x p e r i e n ced  v a r y i n g  s y m p t o m s  

o f  d e c l i n e  a n d / o r  b l i g h t .  R e v i t a l i z a t io n  a n d  s e l e c t e d  

r e d e v e lo p me nt ,  a c co r d in g  t o  t h o u g h t f u l  d e t a i l e d  

p l a n s ,  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e a s  b e co m e  

a n d  r e m a in  e co n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  a s s e t s  t o  t h e  C i t y ,  

p r o p e r t y  o wn e r s ,  b u s in e s ses ,  a n d  r e s id e n t s .   S o m e  

i s s u es  t o  p a y  p a r t i cu l a r  a t t e n t io n  t o  i n c l u d e :   

s t r u c t u r a l  co n d i t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u re  

im p r o v e me nt s  ( i . e .  u t i l i t i e s ,  cu r b in g ,  s i d e wa l k s ,  e t c . ) ,  

u n i f i e d  s i g n a g e  u n iq u e  t o  e a ch  a r e a ,  l i g h t i n g ,  a n d  

s t r e e t sca pe  b e a u t i f i c a t io n .   R e s o l v i ng  t h e s e  i s s u e s  

s h o u ld  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  a n d  a r e a / n e ig h bo r ho o d 

p l a n n in g ,  b u t  m u s t  a l s o  i n c l u d e  p a r t i c i p a t io n  o f  

p r o p e r t y  a n d  b u s in e ss  o wn e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  

s u cce s s fu l .  

 

T h e  M a in  S t r e e t  a p p r o a ch  t o  r e v i t a l i z i ng  d o wn t o wn  

co u ld  b e  u t i l i z e d  t o  f o r m  t h e  co r e  p r i n c ip l e s  f o r  

im p r o v ing  t h e  T a l l a s see ’ s  d o wn t o wn .   T h i s  a p p r o a ch  

f o cu s e s  o n  o r g a n i z a t io n ,  d e s ig n ,  p r o m o t io n  a n d  

e co n o m ic  r e s t r u c t u r i n g .  T o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e s e  

p r i n c ip a l ,  a n d  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  h o w  t o  a p p l y  t h e m ,  

t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  co n s id e r  b e co m in g  a  “ N e t wo r k  

M e m b e r ”  o f  M a in  S t r e e t  A l a b a m a .   

  

I n  r e g a r d  t o  d e s ig n ,  t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  c r e a t e  s p e c i a l  

r e g u l a t io n s  t o  g u id e  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i on  a n d  

d e v e lo pm e nt  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d in g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

d e n s i t i e s ,  i n t e n s i t y  a n d  ch a r a c t e r  o f  d o wn t o wn .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordanville Revitalization Area 
 

T h e  co m m e r c i a l  a r e a  l o ca t e d  a lo n g  H ig h wa y  2 2 9  

S o u t h  wa s  o n ce  t h e  e co n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  ce n t e r  o f  

t h e  a r e a  o f  T a l l a s s ee  k n o wn  a s  J o r d a n v i l l e .  On e  o f  

t h e  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s  d i s cu s s ed  i n  t h e  

E co n o m ic  D e v e lo p m en t  S e c t i o n  t h i s  co m m e r c i a l  a r e a ,  

a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  a r e a s  s u r r o u n d in g  i t ,  h a s  b e co m e  

b ig h t e d  a n d  ca n  n o  l o n g e r  co n t r i b u t e  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  

t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  o r  c i t y  e co n o m y .   I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  

g r o u p in g  o f  f o r m e r l y  v i a b l e  co m m e r c i a l  u s e s  i s  n o w  

t h e  f i r s t  g l im p s e  o f  T a l l a s see  p r o p e r  t h a t  t r a v e l e r s  

g e t  wh e n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  C i t y  f r o m  I - 8 5 .  T h e  C i t y   

s h o u ld  c r e a t e  a  r e d e v e lo pm e nt  a n d  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  

p l a n  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  a n d  p r o v id e  i n ce n t i v e s  f o r  i t s  

r e n e wa l .   T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  e n co u r a g e  r e i n v e s t me nt   

a n d  t o  s e e k  co o r d in a t e d  r e d e v e lo p m en t  o f  t h e  a r e a  

t r a n s f o r ming  i t  i n t o  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  v i t a l  C i t y  a s s e t .    
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S n i p p e t  o f  t h e  D o w n t o w n  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  o f  T a l l a s s e e .   

T h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a  o f  
J o r d a n v i l l e .  T h i s  a r e a  i s  
a l o n g  t h e  m a i n  g a t e w a y  i n t o  
t h e  C i t y .   

D o w n t o w n  c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  J a m e s  S t r e e t .   

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  4 - 8  
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Carrville Revitalization Area 
 

T h e  co m m e r c i a l  a r e a  l o ca t e d  e a s t  o f  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  

R i v e r  a lo n g  H ig h wa y  1 4  b e t we e n  7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  

D a v id son  S t r e e t  wa s  o n ce  t h e  e co n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  

ce n t e r  o f  t h e  a r e a  o f  T a l l a s see  k n o wn  a s  C a r r v i l l e .   

T h i s  t o o  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s  

d i s cu s sed  i n  t h e  E co n o m ic  D e v e lo pm en t  S e c t i o n ,  a nd  

a g a in  t h e  a r e a  a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d in g s  s u f f e r  f r o m  

b ig h t i n g  a n d  v a ca n c i e s .   T h e  C a r r v i l l e  co m m e r c i a l  

n o d e  i s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a r e a  a lo n g  H ig h wa y  1 4  a n d  

wh i l e  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  v i a b l e  b u s in e sse s  i n  t h i s  

l o ca t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o r e  v a ca n t  a n d  

d i l a p ida t ed  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  n o  l o n g e r  co n t r i b u t e  

p o s i t i ve l y  t o  t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d o r  c i t y  e co n o m y .   

T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  a r e a  wh e r e  t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  d e v e lo p  

i n ce n t i v es  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  t o  e n co u r a g e  

r e d e v e lo p me nt  wh i ch  i n  t u r n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  

r e i n v e s t me nt  a n d  c r e a t e  a n  e co n o m ica l l y  v i a b l e  a r e a  

t h a t  co n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  co m m u n i t y  i n  wh i ch  i t  i s  

l o ca t e d  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  a s  a  wh o le .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Tallassee Revitalization Area  
 

T h e  co m m u n i t y  e a s t  o f  t h e  R i v e r ,  k n o wn  a s  E a s t  

T a l l a s see ,  a l s o  co n t a in s  a  h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e  

l o ca t e d  i n  t h e  b lo ck  j u s t  s o u t h we s t  o f  2 n d  S t r e e t .   

T h i s  a r e a  i s  s o m e wh a t  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  t wo ,  

m e n t io n ed  e a r l i e r ,  b u t  h a s  v e r y  s im i l a r  i s s u e s .   T h e re  

a r e  a p p r o x im a t e  t e n  s t o r e f r o n t s  i n  t h i s  b lo ck  o f  

b u i l d i n gs  w i t h  o n l y  f o u r  o ccu p a n t s .   On e  m a jo r  

d i f f e r e n ce  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g ( s )  

i n  wh i ch  t h e s e  s t o r e f r o n t s  a r e  l o ca t e d  h a s  q u i t e  

l o v e l y  a r ch i t e c t u r e ,  g i v i n g  t h i s  a r e a  a  u n iq u e  s e n s e  

o f  p l a ce .   W h i l e  t h e  a r ch i t e c t u r e  i s  s t r i k i n g ,  t h e  

b u i l d i n g ( s )  t h e m s e l v es  a r e  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s r e p a i r  

a n d  co u ld  u s e  s o m e  r e h a b i l i t a t io n .   W i t h  s o m e  

s t r u c t u r a l  r e d e v e lo pm e nt  a n d  s t r e e t s ca p e  

b e a u t i f i c a t io n  t h i s  a r e a  co u ld  s t a n d  o u t  a s  a  s m a l l  

co m m e r c i a l  j e we l  i n  E a s t  T a l l a s see  a n d  a n  e x a m p le  

o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  r e v i t a l i z i ng  t h e s e  s m a l l  

co m m u n i t y  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s .  

 

 

 

 

Further guidance on the 

revitalization of downtown and 

the City’s other historic 

commercial nodes is provided 

in Chapter III – Economic 

Development and Chapter X – 

Quality of Life. 
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L o c a l  i m a g e r y  o f  t h e  C a r r v i l l e  
a r e a  o f  T a l l a s s e e .   
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Neighborhood Areas  
 

T a l l a s see ’ s  r e s id e n t ia l  n e ig h b o r h o o d s  f a ce  t h e  s a m e  

ch a l l e n g es  a s  m a n y  o t h e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  S o m e  

s t r u g g le  t o  a t t r a c t  r e i n v e s t m en t ,  o t h e r s  a r e  i n  n e e d  

o f  r e h a b i l i t a t io n  a n d  y e t  o t h e r s  co n f r o n t  

p r e s e r va t i o n  i s s u e s .   I n  s o m e  ca s e s  a l l  t h r e e  a r e  

i s s u es .   A r e a s  we r e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  

p o o r l y  m a in t a in ed ,  d e t e r i o r a t in g ,  o r  v a ca n t  h o m e s .   

I n  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n s  o f  r e h a b i l i t a t io n  

b e in g  a t t e m p t e d ;  h o we v e r  o wn e r s  wh o  d o  r e i n v e s t  

a r e  co n f r o n t e d  b y  a b a n d o n e d  a n d  d i l a p id a te d  

s t r u c t u r e s  s u r r o u n d in g  t h e m  wh i ch  i n  t u r n  

n e g a t i ve l y  im p a c t s  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s .   I t  i s  

im p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  e x e r c i s e  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

h a v e  r e p a i r e d ,  o r  t o  d e m o l i s h ,  u n s a f e  s t r u c t u r e s  

u n d e r  t h e  C o d e  o f  A l a b a m a  1 1 -53B .  

 

I n  s o m e  ca s e s  im p a c t s  o f  t r a f f i c  o n  h ig h l y  t r a v e l e d  

r o a d wa y s  m a y  a l s o  b e  c r e a t i n g  n e ig h b o r h o o d 

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e  s t r e s s  o n  h o u s e s  t h a t  h a v e   

h i s t o r i ca l l y  f r o n t e d  t h e s e  s t r e e t s .   F o r  e x a m p le  

t h o s e  h o m e s  f r o n t i n g  o n  H ig h wa y  1 4  i n  E a s t  

T a l l a s see  a n d  t h o s e  f a c i n g  H ig h wa y  2 2 9  i n  W e s t  

T a l l a s see  a n d  J o r d a n v i l l e .   I t  i s  r e co m m e n d e d  t h a t  

t h e  P l a n n in g  C o m m is s io n  a n d  C o u n c i l  h o ld  

i n d i v idu a l  n e ig h b o r h o o d m e e t i n g s  f o r  e a ch  o f  t h e s e  

co m m u n i t i e s  a n d  d i s cu s s  p o s s ib l e  m e a s u r e s  f o r  

m i t i g a t in g  s o m e  o f  t h i s  im p a c t .   Op t io n s  m ig h t  

i n c l u d e  s t r e e t s cap e  i n s t a l l a t io n s ,  s p e e d  l im i t  

a d ju s t me nt s ,  o r  e v e n  r e z o n in g  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  t o   

a l l o w  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e d e v e lo p me nt  o f  t h e  

f r o n t a g e .  

 

W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  n e ig h b o r h o od s  t h a t  

r e q u i r e  r e h a b i l i t a t i on ,  T a l l a s see  a l s o  h a s  a r e a s  o f  

we l l  e s t a b l i she d ,  a n d  n e w ,  h o u s in g  d e v e lo p m e n t  

t h a t  a r e  i n  e x ce l l e n t  co n d i t i o n .   I n  t h e s e  a r e a s  i t  i s  

im p o r t a t io n  t o  co n t i n u e  m a in t e n a nce  a n d  u p g r a d e s  

t o  t h e i r  s u p p o r t i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t o  m o n i t o r  

t h e m  f o r  s i g n s  o f  n e g l e c t  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  ca u g h t  

e a r l y  b e f o r e  r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i o n s  i s  n e e d e d .  
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A  v a c a n t  r e s i d e n c e  i n  o n e  o f  
T a l l a s s e e ’ s  m i l l  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .   

A  r e n o v a t e d  d u p l e x  r e s i d e n c e  
i n  o n e  o f  T a l l a s s e e ’ s  m i l l  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .   

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  4 - 1 0  



I NS ERT  F OR  F UTUR E  L AND  

US E  M AP  

 

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  4 - 1 2  



P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  
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The Comprehensive Plan should be referenced by the Planning and 

Zoning Commission and City Counci l  dur ing considerat ion of a l l  

land use decisions.    
( F u tu r e L a nd U se)  

  

Consider the avai labi l i ty and capacity of appropriate ut i l i t ies and 

transpor tat ion networks before consider ing approval of new 

developments,  redevelopments and rezoning requests.    
( F u tu r e L a nd U se)  

  

Discourage str ip patterns of commercial  development in favor of 

development patterns with v isual ly pleasing layouts and 

architectural  elements.    
( F u tu r e L a nd U se –  C ommer ci a l  U ses )  

  

Prepare an evaluat ion of the visual  qual ity and entr y experience at 

each City gateway and their  surroundings and plan for appropriate 

improvements.    
( F u tu r e L a nd U se –  G a tew a y s)  

  

Re-evaluated the area current ly identif ied as Downtown Histor ic on 

the zoning map and consider redefining it  to encompass only 

proper t ies on the south side of Barnett  Boulevard.    
( O ther  F u tu r e L a nd U se C ons i der a t i ons  -  D ow ntow n Rev i ta l i za t i on  
Ar ea s )  

  

Consider including standards for mixed use/master planned 

development and/or Special  Development Distr icts within the 

Zoning Ordinance.    
( O ther  F u tu r e L a nd U se C ons i der a t i ons -Mi x ed U se D evel opment  
Ar ea s )  

  

Exercise the City’s authority under 11 -53Bof the Code of Alabama 

to have repaired or to demolish unsafe/abandoned/di lapidated 

structures.   
( O ther  F u tu r e L a nd U se C ons i der a t i ons -Rev i ta l i za t i on  Ar ea s )  

  

Hold neighborhood meetings with each of the four (4)  

histor ic/neighborhood commercial  areas to discuss measures for 

their  revital izat ion.   
( O ther  F u tu r e L a nd U se C ons i der a t i ons -Rev i ta l i za t i on  Ar ea s )  

  

Continue maintenance and upgrades of infrastructure in exist ing 

residentia l  neighborhoods and monitor for s igns of neglect to 

head-off the need for regulator y measures.   
( O ther  F u tu r e L a nd U se C ons i der a t i ons -Rev i ta l i za t i on  Ar ea s )  
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“The reality about transportation is that it ’s 

future-oriented. I f we’re planning for what we 

have, we’re behind the curve.  

- Anthony Foxx 

 

2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   

05 TRANSPORTATION 



P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



O V ER V IE W  OF  T R ANS PORTAT I O N  P L AN NI NG    
 
T r a n s p o r t a t i on  p l a n n in g  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  

p e o p le  a n d  g o o d s  t h r o u g h o u t  a  c i t y  o r  a  r e g io n  a n d  i s  

n o t  l im i t e d  o n l y  t o  a u t o m o b i l e s  a n d  s t r e e t s .   I n  f a c t ,  i t  

i s  m u l t i - f a ce t ed  a n d  i n c lu d e s  s e v e r a l  s y s t e m s ;  a  r o a d  

n e t wo r k  f o r  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s ,  p e d e s t r i an  a n d  

b i cy c l e  n e t wo r k s ,  t r a n s i t  a n d  n e t wo r k s  f o r  r a i l ,  f r e ig h t ,  

a n d  a v i a t i o n .   T a l l a s se e  2 0 40  C o m p r e h e ns i ve  P l a n  

r e co g n i z es  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  n e t wo r k s  a r e  v i t a l  t o  

m a in t a in in g  a  h e a l t h y  a n d  we l l - co n n e c t ed  m o b i l e  

r e g io n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .    

 
W h i l e  T a l l a s se e  2 0 40  C o m p r e h e ns i ve  P l a n  f o cu s e s  o n  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  s y s t e m s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see ,  i t  

a ck n o w le d ge s  t h a t  l o ca l  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  s y s t e m s  a r e  

p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  s y s t e m  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  n e t wo r k s  i n  

t h e  r e g io n .   T h e  f i g u r e  b e lo w  s h o ws  h o w T a l l a s see  i s  

s i t u a t ed  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  a n  e m e r g in g  m e g a r e g io n  

k n o wn  a s  t h e  P i e d m o n t  A t l a n t i c  R e g io n .  T h i s  

m e g a r e g io n  i s  a n ch o r e d  b y  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a ,  b u t  

e x t e n d s  e a s t  t o  we s t  f r o m  R a l e ig h ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i na  t o  

B i r m ing h am ,  A l a b a m a .  T h e  e s t im a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  r e g io n ,  1 7 .6  m i l l i o n  ( 2 0 10) ,  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  g r o w  

t o  2 1 . 7  m i l l i o n  b y  2 0 25 .  

M a p  o f  M e g a r e g i o n  –  P i e d m o n t  A t l a n t i c  R e g i o n    

        |  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  
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B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  

 

T a l l a s see  i s  l o ca t e d  o n  t h e  p e r ip h e r y  o f  t h e  P i e d m o n t  

A t l a n t a  M e g a r e g io n  a lo n g  t h e  I - 8 5  co r r i d o r  t h a t  

e x t e n d s  b e t we e n  M o n t g o m e r y  a n d  A t l a n t a ,  G A .   T h e  I -

8 5  co r r i d o r  co n t a in s  a  n u m b e r  o f  m a jo r  i n d u s t r i a l  

p l a n t s ,  a u t o m o t i v e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  s u p p l i e r s ,  a n d  

m a jo r  e d u ca t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o ns .  T a l l a s see  i s  ce n t r a l l y  

l o ca t e d  b e t we e n  t wo  m a jo r  Au t o m o t i v e  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  

( Hy u n d a i  M o t o r  M a n u f a c t u r in g  A l a b a m a  i n  

M o n t g o m er y ,  AL  a n d  K i a  M o t o r  M a n u f a c t u r in g  G e o r g i a  

i n  W e s t  P o in t ,  G A ) .   
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Image Source |   

www.amercia2050.org 
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Hy u n d a i  i s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  4 5  m i l e s  f r o m  T a l l a s see  a n d  

K i a  i s  a p p r o x im a te ly  6 0  m i l e s  f r o m  T a l l a s see .  T a l l a s see  

i s  co n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s  r e g io n  b y  h ig h wa y s  

t h a t  i n c l u d e :  I n t e r s t a t e  8 5 ,  A l a b a m a  S t a t e  R o u t e  1 4 ,  

A l a b a m a  S t a t e  R o u t e  2 2 9 ,  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  l o ca l  

h ig h wa y s .  T h e s e ,  i n  t u r n ,  p r o v id e  a cce s s  t o  r e g io n a l  

a n d  i n t e r n a t io na l  a i r p o r t s ,  e x i s t i n g  p a s s e n g er  a n d  

f r e ig h t  r a i l  s e r v i ce ,  m a jo r  i n d u s t r i a l  e m p lo y e r s ,  m a jo r  

p o s t - se con d ar y  e d u ca t io n a l  i n s t i t u t io ns ,  a n d  e x t e n s i ve  

r e c r e a t i o na l  d e s t i n a t io ns .   
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T a l l a s see  h a s  a cce s s  t o  a i r  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  Ha r t s f i e ld -

J a ck s on  A t l a n t a  I n t e r n a t io na l  A i r p o r t ,  B i r m in g h am -

S h u t t l e swo r th  I n t e r n a t io n a l  A i r p o r t ,  C o lu m b u s  

M e t r o p o l i t a n  A i r p o r t ,  a n d  M o n t g o m e r y  R e g io n a l  

A i r p o r t .  Lo ca l l y ,  f l i g h t s  co m e  t o  T a l l a s se e  d i r e c t l y  b y  

wa y  o f  t h e  R e e v e s  A i r p o r t ,  a  c i t y - o wn e d  p u b l i c - u s e  

a i r p o r t  j u s t  t wo  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  d o wn t o wn  T a l l a s se e .   

  

P a s sen g er  r a i l  s e r v i ce  i s  p r o v id e d  b y  Am t r a k  v i a  t h e  

C r e s ce nt  l i n e  co n n e c t i n g  N e w Or l e a n s ,  a n d  N e w Y o r k .  

T h e  c lo s e s t  s t a t i o n s  t o  T a l l a s see  a r e  i n  B i r m in g ha m 

a n d  An n i s t o n ,  A l a b a m a  a s  we l l  a s  A t l a n t a .  T h e  F e d e r a l  

G o v e r n me nt  co n t i n u e s  t o  co n s id e r  h ig h  s p e e d  r a i l  

s e r v i ce  t h a t  wo u ld  f o l l o w  t h e  b a s i c  r o u t e  cu r r e n t l y  

u s e d  b y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Am t r a k  l i n e .  A l a b a m a  i s  a  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  R a i l  C o m m is s io n  ( S R C )  

e s t a b l i sh ed  i n  1 9 82  w i t h  a  m i s s io n  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  

e s t a b l i sh me nt  a n d  a d v a n ce m e nt  o f  h ig h  s p e e d  a n d  

o t h e r  p a s s e n ge r  r a i l  s e r v i ce  i n  A l a b a m a ,  Lo u i s i an a  a n d  

M i s s i s s ip p i .   

Long distance bus service is 

available along the I-85 

corridor with stations in 

Tuskegee, Opelika and 

Montgomery. Airport shuttle 

service to the Hartsfield –

Jackson Airport and 

Montgomery Regional Airport 

can be accessed in Auburn 

and Montgomery. 
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P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



T R ANS PORTAT I O N  +  THE  E NV IRONM E NT  
 
T h e  co n v e n ie n ce  a n d  e co n o m ic  v a lu e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  

s y s t e ms  co m e  w i t h  e n v i r o n m en t a l  t r a d e o f f s .   

C o n s t r uc t io n  a n d  m a in t e n a n ce  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  

s y s t e ms  o f t e n  a f f e c t  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w in g :  a i r  

q u a l i t y ,  wa t e r  q u a l i t y ,  n o i s e ,  w i l d l i f e ,  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r ce s ,  cu l t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r ce s ,  we t l a n d s ,  

f l o o d p la ins ,  a g r i cu l t u r a l  l a n d ,  p a r k s ,  a n d  o p e n  s p a ce .   

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  b e ca u s e  t h e  l o ca t i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  

s y s t e ms  i s  s o  c lo s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e nt  

a n d  l a n d  u s e ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  g r o w in g  a t t e n t io n  p a id  

t o  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  j u s t i ce  i n  t h e  f i e ld  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  

p l a n n in g .   E n v i r o n m en t a l  j u s t i ce  s e e k s  t o  a v o id ,  

m in im i ze ,  o r  m i t i g a t e  n e g a t i v e  d i s p r o p o r t io na l l y  h ig h  

im p a c t s  o n  m in o r i t i e s  a n d  l o w - in co m e  p o p u la t i o ns .  
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LOC AL  S TR EET  N ET W OR K   
 
T h e  e x i s t i n g  r o a d  n e t wo r k  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  w i l l  

co n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  a s  n e w  d e v e lo p m e nt  o ccu r s .    T h i s  

n e t wo r k  i s  co m p o s e d  o f  s t r e e t s  o f  v a r y i n g  

c l a s s i f i c a t io ns  b r o k e n  d o wn  b y  t y p e s  a s  f o l l o ws :    

  

Interstate  | a controlled access facil ity, with four or more 

lanes, providing fast and efficient movement of large 

volumes of traff ic over a considerable distance by 

prohibiting access ( ingress and egress) except at 

controlled intervals.   

 

Arterial  |   a facil ity that serves as a primary artery of the 

city intended to mainly carry through traff ic and to 

connect major activity centers in the City and its planning 

jurisdiction. Its function is to move intra -city and intercity 

traff ic.  The streets that are classif ied as arterials may also 

serve abutting property; however, their primary purpose is 

to carry traff ic.  Arterials should not be bordered by 

uncontrolled strip development. Access to these facil it ies 

should be carefully managed to ensure the capacity of the 

facil ity is not comprised by driveways. Arterials vary in 

width and parking on-street is prohibited.  

 

Collector |  a street whose primary function is to collect 

traff ic from an area and move it to the arterial street 

system while also providing substantial service to abutting 

land uses. A collector roadway will generally have lower 

design speeds than arterial roadways but higher than local 

streets.  

 

 

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  5 - 4  

H i g h w a y  2 2 9  b e c o m e s  o n e  
o f  t h e  m a i n  a r t e r i a l s  i n t o  
T a l l a s s e e  u p o n  e x i t i n g  
I n t e r s t a t e  8 5 .   

According to the 2040 

Statewide Transportation 

Plan – Plan Summary, 

Interstate 85 is one of select 

roadways in the state that is 

projected to have lower levels 

of congestion due to 

improvements in the plan’s 

current work program.  

Image Source |   

Google.com 

 



Residential Collector Street  |  a street whose primary 

function is to provide direct access to residential 

properties as well as residential subdivisions. Typically, 

residential collector streets collect traff ic from local 

streets in residential neighborhoods and channel it to the 

arterial and collector system.   

 
Loca l  St reets  

 

Local Commercial Street |  all minor streets, marginal 

access streets and cul-de-sacs serving primarily 

commercial  developed property.   

  
Local Residential Street |  all minor streets, marginal 

access streets and cul-de-sacs serving primarily residential  

property.   
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Marginal Access Roadway  |  a street that runs parallel to a 

major street, generally an arterial .  Its purpose is to 

separate through traff ic from local traff ic,  and to provide 

access to abutting properties. A service road in 

commercial/business areas intended to remove traff ic from 

arterials would be considered a marginal roadway. An 

access street in residential areas intended to remove local 

traff ic from arterials and to buffer abutting residential lots 

from the effects of highway traff ic as well as to l imit the 

number of direct driveway accesses to arterials for safety 

purposes is also considered a marginal roadway.  
 

Cul-de-sac  |  a local street with one outlet and having an 

appropriate terminal for the safe and convenient reversal 

of traff ic movement   
 

Alley  |  a public right-of-way primarily designed to provide 

a secondary access to the side or rear of properties  
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A n n  S t r e e t  i s  o n e  o f  
T a l l a s s e e ’ s  l o c a l  c o l l e c t o r  
r o a d w a y s .  I t  c o n n e c t s  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  d o w n t o w n  t o  
r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  
o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  
c i t y .   

Image Source |   

Google.com 

 



T R AF F IC  V OLUME  
 
T r a f f i c  v o lu m e s  o n  s t a t e  r o u t e s  a n d  f e d e r a l  

h ig h wa y s  a r e  m o n i t o r e d  w i t h  a n n u a l  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  

t r a f f i c  co u n t s  ( AAD T )  b y  t h e  A l a b a m a  D e p a r t m e nt  o f  

T r a n s p o r t a t i on  ( ALD OT ) .   T a b l e s  9  a n d  1 0  b e lo w  

s h o w v o lu m e s  f o r  k e y  a r t e r i a l  r o a d wa y s  i n  T a l l a s see :   

I n t e r s t a t e  8 5 ,  A l a b a m a  H ig h wa y  1 4 ,  a n d  A l a b a m a  

H ig h wa y  2 2 9 .   C o u n t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  cu r r e n t  r e p o r t e d  s i x - y ea r  p e r io d  2 0 11 -2016 .   

F o r  l o ca t i o n  r e f e r e n ce  p u r p o s e s  t h e  2 0 16  M a p s  h a v e  

a l s o  b e e n  p r o v id e d  a s  Ap p e n d i x  C .   A  r e v i e w  o f  

t h e s e  n u m b e r s  s h o ws  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m o d e r a t e  

ch a n g e s  i n  t r a f f i c  a lo n g  t h e s e  r o a d wa y s  d u r i n g  

t h e s e  r e p o r t i n g  p e r io d s .    

 
N o t  s u r p r i s i ng ly ,  t h e  h ig h e s t  co u n t s  i n  t h e  C i t y  a n d  

s u r r o u n d in g  a r e a  o ccu r  a lo n g  I - 8 5 .   W h i l e  t h e  

co u n t s  h a v e  f l u c t u a t e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  i t  i s  

i n t e r e s t in g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a lo n g  I - 8 5  r e d u c t io n s  i n  

v o lu m e  o ccu r r e d  f r o m  2 0 11 -2012 ,  p r e s u m a b l y  d u e  t o  

t h e  e co n o m ic  d o wn t u r n  d u r i n g  t h a t  t im e ,  a n d  t h e n  

b e g a n  t o  r e b o u n d  a n d  co n t i n u e d  u p wa r d .  T h e r e  i s  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s p i k e  i n  t r a f f i c  v o lu m e  a lo n g  I - 8 5  

b e t we e n  2 0 14  a n d  2 0 15/2016 .   

 
B e t we e n  2 0 11  a n d  2 0 16 ,  t h e  t r a f f i c  v o lu m e s  a lo n g  

A l a b a m a  2 2 9  a n d  A l a b a m a  H ig h wa y  1 4  h a v e  s h o wn  

m o d e r a t e  f l u c t u a t io n s ,  b u t  m a in t a in  s im i l a r  t r a f f i c  

v o lu m e s  o v e r  t h e  s i x - y e a r  p e r io d .   

  

A l a b a m a  H ig h wa y  1 4  i s  a n  a r e a  wh e r e  a  r e v i e w  o f  

t h e  t r a f f i c  v o lu m e s  i s  r e v e a l i n g .   H ig h e r  v o lu m e s  a r e  

ce n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d o wn t o wn ,  g o v e r n m e n t  

ce n t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  H ig h  S ch o o l .   T h e s e  v o lu m e s  a r e  

im p o r t a n t  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  m o n i t o r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p l a n  

f o r  n e e d e d  im p r o v e m e n t s  t o  s i g n a l i z a t io n  a n d  

p e d e s t r i an  s a f e t y .  

  

W h i l e  v o lu m e s  h a v e  n o t  s h o wn  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

ch a n g e ,  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  k e y  a r t e r i a l s  w i l l  p r o v id e  

i n d i ca t o r s  o f  t r a f f i c  d i s p e r s a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y .   

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  a n n u a l  t r a f f i c  co u n t s  w i l l  

a l l o w  C i t y  l e a d e r s  t o  b e  p r o a c t i v e  i n  p l a n n in g  f u t u r e  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e  im p r o v e m e n ts .  
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Note from ALDOT: “Traffic 

Monitoring data provided are the 

most current available as 

developed by the Alabama 

Department of Transportation 

and are provided “as is” with the 

understanding that they are not 

guaranteed to be correct or 

complete, any conclusions drawn 

from the data are the sole 

responsibility of the user.”  
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Year 
I-85                   

West of Exit 26 

I-85                    

East of Exit 26

AL-229           

North of I-85 

AL-229           

North of Poplar 

St 

AL-14                 

East of CR-158

Map 

Location 
A B C D E

2011 35280 34040 6640 8890 3290

2012 34890 33510 6570 8800 3260

2013 35580 34180 6880 8960 4240

2014 36400 34970 6790 8420 4030

2015 41260 38420 6800 10010 4870

2016 41800 38920 6850 9190 4820

ALDOT TRAFFIC COUNTS FOR TALLASSEE, ALABAMA 

Table 9

Source: ALDOT Traffic Monitoring Data 

Year 
AL-229 South     

of CR-159 

AL-14 North of    

E Patton St.

AL-14 East of     

N. Ann Ave

AL-14 at 

Tallapoosa/ 

Elmore Co. Line 

AL-14 at     

Harper St. 

Map 

Location 
F G H I J

2011 3800 15430 12720 13030 5710

2012 3760 15280 12590 12900 5650

2013 3460 15690 12810 12810 5610

2014 3510 15690 9760 9760 5480

2015 3580 12290 9960 12150 5490

2016 4070 14730 11970 12390 6320

Source: ALDOT Traffic Monitoring Data 

Table 10

ALDOT TRAFFIC COUNTS FOR TALLASSEE, ALABAMA 

D ES IG N  S TANDAR D S  AND  A CC ES S  M ANAG EM E N T  
 

Acce s s  m a n a g e m e n t  d e a l s  w i t h  h o w  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  u s e r s  g a in  a cce s s  t o  t h e  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  s y s t e m ,  wh e r e  a n d  a t  wh a t  f r e q u e n cy .  T h i s  i s  o f t e n  d o n e  t h r o u g h  

e x a m in a t io n  o f  r o a d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  i n t e r s e c t i on s  a n d  d r i v e wa y  p l a ce m e n t .  T h e  m o r e  

a cce s s  p o in t s  t h e r e  a r e  o n  a  r o a d ,  t h e  m o r e  l i k e l y  co n f l i c t s  a r i s e  t h a t  ca n  a f f e c t  

t r a f f i c  f l o w  a n d  s a f e t y .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  d e v e lo p  a n d  m a in t a in  a cce s s  m a n a g e m e nt  

s t a n d a r ds ,  i n c l u d in g  t h e  d e v e lo p m e nt  o f  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  d r i v e wa y  s p a c in g  a n d  c r o s s  

a cce s s  s t a n d a r d s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  f o r  d e v e lo p m e nt  o n  A l a b a m a  H ig h wa y  1 4 ,  A l a b a m a  

H ig h wa y  2 2 9  a n d  o t h e r  h e a v i l y  co m m e r c i a l  r o a d wa y s .  
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P ED ES TR IAN  +  C YC L ING  N ET W OR K   
 
R e g a r d l ess  o f  o n e ’ s  m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  a t  s o m e  

p o in t  i n  t h e i r  t r i p ,  e v e r y o n e  b e co m e s  a  p e d e s t r i an .   

W a l k in g  h a s  b e e n  t h e  m o s t  co m m o n  m o d e  o f  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  s i n ce  t h e  C i t y  wa s  f o u n d e d .   T a l l a s se e  

i s  a  c i t y  o f  p l e a s a n t  n e ig h b o r h o o ds ,  a  q u a in t  h i s t o r i c  

d o wn t o wn ,  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce s ,  a l l  o f  

wh i ch  l e n d  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  wa l k i n g  a n d  b i k i n g .   

  

Lo w  d e n s i t y ,  a u t o - ce n t r i c  d e v e lo p m en t  p r e d o m in a n t  i n  

t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  p r o v id e s  ch a l l e n g e s  f o r  b i k i n g  a n d  

wa l k i n g  i n  a n y  c i t y  a n d  T a l l a s see  i s  n o  e x ce p t io n .   A s  

p a r t  o f  t h i s  C o m p r e h e n s i ve  P l a n ,  T a l l a s see  s h o u ld  

f o r m a l l y  r e co g n i z e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  co m m u n i t y  n e t wo r k  

o f  s i d e wa l k s  a n d  b i cy c l e  t r a i l s  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  c i t i z e n s  

t o  u t i l i z e  a l t e r n a t i ve  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n .  

 
On e  m e a n s  o f  r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h i s  n e e d  i s  t o  u p d a t e  

t h e  S u b d i v i s io n  R e g u l a t i o ns  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  s i d e wa l k s  

b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  n e w  s u b d i v i s io n s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t h o s e  o f  

r e l a t i ve l y  h ig h  d e n s i t y .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  

s h o u ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  co n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n e w  s id e wa l k s  i n  

a r e a s  o f  h ig h  p e d e s t r i a n  m o v e m e n t s .   W i t h  a d d e d  

i n t e r e s t  a n d  a wa r e n e s s  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  

b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  a s  g a s  p r i ce s  co n t i n u e  t o  f l u c t u a t e ,  i t  i s  

r e a s o n ab le  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  p r o v id e d ,  t h e  

u s e  o f  s i d e wa l k s  a n d  b i k e wa y s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  a n d  

b e co m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  f o r  m a n y  c i t i z e n s .   

  

T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  e s t a b l i sh  a  p o l i c y  t o  h a v e  s i d e wa l k s  

o n  C i t y  s t r e e t s  wh e r e v e r  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  a n d  we l f a r e  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s .   T h i s  p o l i c y  

s h o u ld  f o cu s  a t t e n t io n  o n  a r e a s  o f  h ig h  p e d e s t r i an  

m o v e m e n t ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  a r o u n d  s ch o o l s ,  a n d  o n  

“ m i s s in g  l i n k s ”  i n  t h e  s i d e wa l k  n e t wo r k .    A t  t h e  S t a t e  

l e v e l ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  h a s  b e e n  

t a s k e d ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e w id e  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  P l a n ,  

w i t h  a  s t a t e w id e  b i c y c l e  a n d  p e d e s t r i an  p l a n n in g  

e f f o r t  t h a t  w i l l  a d d r e s s  s t a t e w id e  n e e d s  a s  we l l  a s  

i n c l u d e  e a ch  u r b a n i z e d  a r e a ’ s  p l a n  f o r  b i c y c l e  a n d  

p e d e s t r i an  f a c i l i t i e s .    

 

A t  t h e  n a t io n a l  l e v e l ,  i n  2 0 05  f e d e r a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  

l a w  i n t r o d u ce d  a  S a f e  R o u t e s  t o  S ch o o l  P r o g r a m  

( S R T S )  w i t h  t h e  p r im a r y  a im  o f  e n co u r a g in g  ch i l d r e n ,  

i n c l u d in g  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  d i s a b l e d ,  t o  wa l k  a n d  b i cy c l e  

t o  s ch o o l .   T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  wa s  t o  m a k e  

wa l k i n g  a n d  b i cy c l i n g  s a f e r  a n d  m o r e  a p p e a l i n g  a s  a  

m e a n s  o f  a cce s s  t o  s ch o o l .   
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E x a m p l e s  o f  c i t i z e n s  u s i n g  
m u l t i - u s e  p a t h w a y s  i n  
K e n o s h a  C o u n t y ,  W i s c o n s i n .  
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T h e  p r o g r a m  a p p o r t i o n e d  f u n d s  t o  s t a t e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

a m o u n t  o f  e n r o l lm e n t  i n  p r im a r y  a n d  m id d le  s ch o o l s .   

T h e  l a t e s t  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  b i l l ,  t h e  F i x i n g  Am e r i ca ’ s  

S u r f a ce  T r a n s p o r t a t i on  ( F AS T )  Ac t ,  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  

D e ce m b e r  o f  2 0 15 ,  co m b in e d  t h e  S R T S  p r o g r a m  w i t h  

o t h e r s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  S u r f a ce  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  B lo ck  

G r a n t  P r o g r a m  ( S T B G ) .  T h e  S T B G  p r o g r a m  a u t h o r i z es  

f u n d in g  f o r  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  d e f i n e d  

a s  t r a n s po r t a t i on  a l t e r n a t i ve s ,  i n c l u d in g  o n -  a n d  o f f -

r o a d  p e d e s t r i an  a n d  b i cy c l e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n f r a s t r uc t u r e  

p r o j e c t s  f o r  im p r o v in g  n o n - d r i ve r  a cce s s  t o  p u b l i c  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  e n h a n ce d  m o b i l i t y ,  co m m u n i t y  

im p r o v e me nt  a c t i v i t i e s  s u ch  a s  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t io n  

a n d  v e g e t a t i o n  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  

m i t i g a t io n  r e l a t e d  t o  s t o r m wa t e r  a n d  h a b i t a t  

co n n e c t i v i t y ;  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t r a i l  p r o j e c t s ;  s a f e  r o u t e s  t o  

s ch o o l  p r o j e c t s ;  a n d  p r o j e c t s  f o r  p l a n n in g ,  d e s ig n in g ,  

o r  co n s t r u c t i n g  b o u le v a r ds  a n d  o t h e r  r o a d wa y s  l a r g e l y  

i n  t h e  r i g h t - o f -wa y  o f  f o r m e r  d i v id e d  h ig h wa y s .  
 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i on  p e r m i t s  c i t i e s  

co n s t r u c t i n g  b i c y c l e  a n d  s id e wa l k  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  d ip  i n t o  

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  f u n d in g  s o u r ce s  i n c l u d in g  t h o s e  s e t  

a s id e  f o r  co n g e s t i o n  m i t i g a t i o n ,  im p r o v e m e nt s  t o  a i r  

q u a l i t y ,  a n d  o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  e n h a n ce m e n t  f u n d s .  

O t h e r  f e d e r a l  a id  f u n d s  ca n  b e  u s e d  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .     
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F o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  p l a n n in g  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  

f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  t a k e s  p l a ce  p r im a r i l y  

o u t s id e  o f  t h e  co m p r e h e n s i ve  p l a n n in g  p r o ce s s .   T h e  

f o cu s  o f  t h i s  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  s e c t i o n  i s  o n  t h o s e  

a s p e c t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  t h a t  a r e  m o s t  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  

l a n d  u s e ,  a n d  v i ce  v e r s a .   T h e r e  a r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  

f u t u r e  i t e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a n  t o  m o r e  co m p r e h e n s i ve l y  

i n t e g r a t e  l a n d  u s e  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  p l a n n in g .   

 

C ONNEC T IV IT Y   
 
C o n n e c t i v i t y  i s  t h e  o v e r a l l  co n n e c t e d n e s s  o f  a  s t r e e t  

n e t wo r k .   A r e  s t r e e t s  l a i d  o u t  o n  a  g r id ,  o r  d o  

s u b d i v i s io n s  co n s i s t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  l o o p s  a n d  cu l - d e -

s a c s  w i t h  o n e  o r  t wo  e n t r a n ce s  a n d  e x i t s ?   

C o n n e c t i v i t y  i s  im p o r t a n t  b e ca u s e  t h e  m o r e  co n n e c t e d  

a  s t r e e t  n e t wo r k  i s  t h e  m o r e  t r a v e l  o p t io n s  e x i s t .   T h i s  

l im i t s  t h e  s t r a i n  o n  a n y  p a r t i cu l a r  r o u t e  o r  

i n t e r s ec t i on ,  a n d  a l l o ws  t r a f f i c  t o  t a k e  a l t e r n a t e  

r o u t e s  a s  p r im a r y  r o u t e s  b e co m e  co n g e s t e d .   

1 8  

A  d i a g r a m  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  
h i e r a r c h y  o f  g r e e n  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  P e d e s t r i a n s  
a n d  c y c l i s t s  a r e  a t  t h e  t o p  
a s  w a l k i n g  a n d  b i c y c l i n g  
k e e p s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  
l o w ,  m a x i m i z e s  s p a c e  
e f f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s  
z e r o  i m p a c t  t o  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t .   
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A l a ck  o f  co n n e c t e d n e s s  i n  a  s t r e e t  n e t wo r k ,  o v e r  

t im e ,  f o r ce s  co l l e c t o r s  a n d  a r t e r i a l s  t o  b e co m e  m o r e  

co n g e s t e d .   T h i s  w i l l  o f t e n  r e s u l t  i n  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  

p u b l i c  i n v e s t m e nt  i n  w id e n in g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  im p r o v in g  

t h o s e  r o u t e s  t o  h a n d le  m o r e  t r a f f i c .   T h o s e  

im p r o v e me nt s ,  t h r o u g h  a  p r o ce s s  k n o wn  a s  i n d u ce d  

d e m a n d  2 ,  w i l l  t h e n  d r a w  n e w  t r a f f i c  t o  t h e  r o u t e s ,  

r e d u c in g  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  im p r o v e m e nt s  co n s id e r a b l y  

s o o n e r  t h a n  m ig h t  b e  e x p e c t e d .  P r o v id ing  a  h ig h e r  

l e v e l  o f  s t r e e t  co n n e c t i v i t y  a s  d e v e lo p m en t  o ccu r s  w i l l  

h e lp  r e d u ce  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  s t r a i n  o n  t h e  r o a d  n e t wo r k .  

 

D u r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t io n  s e s s io ns ,  a l t e r n a t i ve  

t r a f f i c  r o u t e s  a n d  b r id g e s  we r e  m e n t io n e d  o n  s e v e r a l  

o cca s io n s .  M o s t  f r e q u e n t l y ,  c i t i z e n s  s u g g e s t e d  a n  

a d d i t i o na l  b r i d g e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r  b e  

b u i l t  t o  e a s e  t r a f f i c  i n  ce n t r a l  T a l l a s see ,  i n d u s t r i a l  

t r a f f i c  g o in g  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r k ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

t h r o u g h  t r a f f i c  h e a d e d  t o  t h e  l a k e .   T h e r e  i s  a  C o u n t y  

w id e  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  p l a n ;  h o we v e r ,  i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  

y e a r s  o ld .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  wo r k  w i t h  t h e  C o u n t y  t o  

u p d a t e  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  p l a n  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  co n d i t i o n  

o f  e x i s t i n g  t r a f f i c  f l o w ,  t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n s ,  a n d  r o a d  a n d  

b r id g e  co n d i t i o n .    

T R ANS PORTAT I O N  C HOIC ES  
 
T h e  a u t o m o b i l e  i s  t h e  d o m in a n t  f o r m  o f  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  i n  T a l l a s se e .   W h i l e  t h a t  i s  n o t  

e x p e c t e d  t o  ch a n g e ,  n o w  o r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  

q u e s t ion  t h a t  T a l l a s see ’ s  r e l i a b i l i t y  o n  t h a t  f o r m  o f  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  w i l l  p l a ce  a n  i n c r e a s in g  s t r a i n  o n  t h e  

C i t y ’ s  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  n e t wo r k  o v e r  t im e .   I n  a  f u t u r e  o f  

i n c r e a s in g  f i s ca l  co n s t r a i n t s ,  s e a r ch in g  f o r  a l t e r n a t e  

wa y s  t o  r e l i e v e  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  r o a d  n e t wo r k  i s  

d e s i r a b l e .  C o n n e c t i v i t y ,  m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r ,  i s  o n e  

m e t h o d .   R e d u c in g  v e h i c l e  t r i p s  i s  a n o t h e r .   I n  p a r t  

t h e s e  m e t h o d s  s e e k  t o  r e d u ce  v e h i c l e  t r i p s  t h r o u g h  

r e d u c in g  t r i p  l e n g t h s  a n d  f r e q u e n cy ;  t h i s  i s  

a c co m p l i s he d  b y  p r o v id in g  d a i l y  n e e d s  i n  c l o s e r  

p r o x im i ty  t o  t h e  p l a ce s  wh e r e  p e o p le  l i v e .   

 

P r o v id ing  f o r  a l t e r n a t e  f o r m s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  i s  

a n o t h e r  wa y  t o  r e d u ce  v e h i c l e  t r i p s .   A l t e r n a t e  f o r m s  

o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  i n c l u d e  wa l k i n g ,  b i k i n g ,  a n d  p u b l i c  

t r a n s i t .   On e  wa y  t o  b e t t e r  i n t e g r a t e  v a r i o u s  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  f a c i l i t i e s  i n t o  a  g i v e n  s t r e e t  s e g m e n t  i s  

t h r o u g h  a d o p t io n  o f  C o m p le t e  S t r e e t s  s t a n d a r d s .   

Providing a higher level of 

street connectivity as 

development occurs will help 

reduce the long-term strain 

on the road network.   
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C o m p le te  S t r e e t s  “ a r e  d e s ig n e d  t o  s a f e l y  

a cco m m o d a t e  p e d e s t r i a ns ,  b i c y c l i s t s ,  m o t o r i s t s ,  a n d  

t r a n s i t  r i d e r s  o f  a l l  a g e s  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  

b e  a b l e  t o  s a f e l y  m o v e  a lo n g  a n d  a c r o s s  a  co m p le t e  

s t r e e t .  C o m p le t e  S t r e e t s  m a k e  i t  e a s y  t o  c r o s s  t h e  

s t r e e t ,  wa l k  t o  s h o p s ,  a n d  b i c y c l e  t o  wo r k . ” 3    A  

s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  C o m p le t e  S t r e e t s  i n  R u r a l  

C o m m u n i t i e s  i s  p r o v id e d  a s  Ap p e n d i x  D .  

 
At  p r e s e n t ,  wa l k i n g  i s  a  v i a b l e  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  ch o i ce  

i n  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  C i t y .   T a l l a s se e  h a s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  

s i d e wa lk  n e t wo r k  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d o wn t o wn  s e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  C i t y  a n d  a d j a ce n t  n e ig h b o r h o o d s ,  o f t e n  o n  b o t h  

s i d e s  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  Ho we v e r ,  t h i s  s i d e wa l k  n e t wo r k  i s  

s p a r s e  o n ce  o u t s id e  o f  t h e  co r e  a n d  i s  o f t e n  

d i s co n n e c te d  a n d  d i s j o in t ed .  Ho we v e r ,  t h i s  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e  i s  a g in g  a n d  r e p a i r s  a r e  n e e d e d  i n  m a n y  

p l a ce s .   A  wa l k a b l e  co m m u n i t y  h a s  b e n e f i t s  b e y o n d  

p r o v id ing  a n  a l t e r n a t e  f o r m  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n :  wa l k i n g  

i s  d e m o n s t r a b ly  g o o d  f o r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  p r o v id e s  

im p r o v e d  a cce s s ib i l i t y ,  a n d  i s  n e ce s s a r y  f o r  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  v ib r a n t  m i x e d - u se  n e ig h b o r h o o ds  

d i s cu s sed  i n  t h e  l a n d  u s e  s e c t i o n .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  

wo r k  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  n e t wo r k  o f  s i d e wa l k s  a n d  t o  

d e v e lo p  a  S id e wa l k  M a s t e r  P l a n  t o  m a k e  co n n e c t io n s  

f o r  a  C i t y - w id e  n e t wo r k  o f  o n -  a n d  o f f - s t r e e t  

f a c i l i t i e s .   T h e  o n - s t r e e t  s i d e wa l k  n e t wo r k ,  i n  

p a r t i cu l a r ,  s h o u ld  b e  e x p a n d e d  i n ,  a n d  t o ,  l o ca t i o n s  

wh e r e  wa l k a b i l i t y  i s  d e s i r a b le .    
 
B i cy c l es  r e p r e s e n t  a n  e f f i c i e n t ,  n o n - p o l l u t i ng  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  i s  p a r t i cu l a r l y  v i a b l e  

f o r  co m m u t in g  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  T a l l a s se e  ce n t r a l  

co r e .   C u r r e n t l y ,  b i c y c l e  i n f r a s t r u c tu r e  i s  a lm o s t  n o n -

e x i s t en t  i n  T a l l a s se e .   T h e  b i c y c l i n g  co m m u n i t y  i s  

m a d e  u p  o f  b o t h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e r s  a s  we l l  a s  b i c y c l e  

co m m u t e r s .   A  n e t wo r k  o f  b i c y c l e  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u ld  b e  

d e s ig n ed  t o  a cco m m o d a t e  b o t h  t y p e s  o f  u s e r s  w i t h  a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e  m i x  o f  t h e  o f f - s t r e e t  a n d  o n - s t r e e t  

f a c i l i t i e s .  B i c y c l e  co n n e c t i v i t y  s h o u ld  b e  co n s id e r e d  a s  

p a r t  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e nt  r e v i e w  p r o ce s s ;  e n co u r a g in g  

p l a ce m e n t  o f  b i k e  r a ck s  i n  n e w  n o n - r e s id en t i a l  

d e v e lo pm e nt  wo u ld  a l s o  b e  p o s i t i v e .    
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E x a m p l e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c h o i c e s  t h a t  
c o u l d  s u i t  T a l l a s s e e ’ s  s i z e ,  
n e e d s ,  a n d  c h a r a c t e r .   
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P UBL IC  T R ANS PO RTAT I O N   
 
T h e  T a l l a s see  S e n io r  C e n t e r  p r o v id e s  l im i t e d  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  t o  i t s  c l i e n t s  w i t h  a  9  p a s s e n g er  v a n  

f u n d e d  b y  t h e  A l a b a m a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  

t h r o u g h  t h e  5 3 10  g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  T h e  v a n  i s  e q u ip p e d  

w i t h  a  l i f t  t o  a l l o w  l im i t e d  m o b i l i t y  i n d i v id u a l s  t o  

b o a r d  t h e  v e h i c l e ;  h o we v e r ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n y  

e q u ip m e nt  t o  s e cu r e  a  wh e e l ch a i r .  T h e  T a l l a s se e  

S e n io r  C e n t e r  u s e s  t h e  s e n io r  ce n t e r  v a n s  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

c l i e n t s  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e  s e n io r  ce n t e r  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  

l u n ch ,  t o  d e l i v e r  h o t  m e a l s  t o  h o m e - b o u nd  s e n io r s ,  

a n d  f o r  s e n io r  f i e l d  t r i p s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  9  

p a s s e ng er  S e n io r  C e n t e r  v a n ,  t h e  ce n t e r  h a s  a cce s s  t o  

a  1 2  p a s s e n g er  v a n  a n d  a  f o u r  d o o r  ca r .  

  

T r a n s p o r t a t i on  s e r v i ce s  a r e  cu r r e n t l y  b e in g  p r o v id e d  

f o r  c l i e n t s  o f  t h e  T a l l a s see  S e n io r  C e n t e r .  S e n io r s  a r e  

t h e  p r im a r y  u s e r s  o f  t h e  b u s .  V a r io u s  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t io ns ,  b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e ,  a l s o  p r o v id e  

l im i t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  f o r  t h e i r  c l i e n t e l e  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  C i t y ;  h o we v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  f o r m  o f  p u b l i c  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  o r  E lm o r e  

C o u n t y .  T h e r e  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r a n s i t  t o  b e  

e x p a n d ed  i n t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  C i t y  a n d  o p e n e d  t o  

t h e  p u b l i c .   

 

I n c r e a s ed  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  o p t io n s  w i l l  p r o m o t e  

m o b i l i t y  a m o n g  m a n y  c i t i z e n s  wh i ch  a r e  i n  n e e d ,  

i n c l u d in g  t h e  e ld e r l y ,  i n d i v id u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  

l o w  i n co m e  i n d i v id u a l s .  T h e  s e r v i ce  wo u ld  a l l o w  

p a s s e ng er s  t o  v i s i t  m e d i ca l  a p p o in t m e n t s ,  e d u ca t io n a l  

i n s t i t u t i on s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  a n d  

s h o p p in g  f a c i l i t i e s .   

 

T h e  C e n t r a l  A l a b a m a  R e g io n a l  P l a n n in g  a n d  

D e v e lop m en t  C o m m is s io n  ( C AR P DC)  a lo n g  w i t h  E lm o r e  

C o u n t y  C o m m is s ion ,  t h e  m u n i c ip a l i t i e s  w i t h in  E lm o r e  

C o u n t y ,  a n d  t h e  U S D A  a r e  i n v e s t i ga t i ng  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  

o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  f o r  E lm o r e  C o u n t y .  T h i s  

a s s e ssm en t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  t a k e  p l a ce  b e t we e n  2 0 18  

a n d  2 0 19  a n d  s h o u ld  p r o v id e  n e e d e d  a n s we r s  

co n ce r n in g  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  f o r  E lm o r e  C o u n t y  

r e s id e nt s .  I f  a  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i on  s y s t e m  we r e  

s t a r t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  r e s id e n t s  o f  E lm o r e  C o u n t y ,  

c i t i z e n s  o f  T a l l a s se e  wo u ld  b e  a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  w i t h in  

a n d  o u t s id e  o f  T a l l a s see  t o  a cce s s  m u ch  n e e d e d  

m e d i ca l ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  e d u ca t io n  a n d  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .    
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T h e  T a l l a s s e e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  
t w o  v a n s ,  a  9 - p a s s e n g e r  
v e h i c l e  a n d  a  1 2 - p a s s e n g e r  
v e h i c l e .   
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C I T Y W ID E  S IG NAG E  
 
T a l l a s see  ca n  b e n e f i t  b y  f o r m in g  a  u n i f i e d  i d e n t i t y  

t h r o u g h  d e v e lo p in g  a  co h e s i v e  t h e m e  a n d  d e s ig n  f o r  

a l l  d i r e c t i o n a l  s i g n a g e  w i t h in  t h e  C i t y .  T h i s  w i l l  h e lp  

t o  e s t a b l i sh  t h e  T a l l a s se e  “ b r a n d ”  a n d  h e lp  k e e p  

T a l l a s see  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  v i s i t o r s ’  m in d s  o n ce  t h e y  

h a v e  l e f t .   

 

C r e a t in g  t h i s  p l a t f o r m  f o r  m u n i c ip a l  d i r e c t i o n a l  

s ig n a g e  i s  ca l l e d  “ W a y - f i n d ing ”  i n  m a n y  co m m u n i t i e s  

a n d  i s  a  m o r e  h o l i s t i c  a p p r o a ch  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  

d i r e c t i o n a l  s i g n a g e .  T h e  co n t e n t  o f  t h e s e  s i g n s  i s  

u n iq u e  t o  e a ch  p l a ce  wh e r e  t h e  m e t h o d  i s  

im p le m e nt ed .  W a y f i n d in g  m a y  a ck n o w le d g e  a  v a r i e t y  

o f  co m m u n i t y  a s s e t s ,  i n c l u d in g :   
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•  P a r k s  

• S ch o o l s   

• C h u r ch e s   

• R e s t a u r an ts  

• S t o r e s  

• D o wn t o wn   

• C o m m e r c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

• L ib r a r y  

• Ot h e r  N o t a b l e  C o m m u n i t y  As s e t s  

B y  d i r e c t i n g  t r a v e l e r s  t o  t h e s e  d e s t i n a t io n s ,  n o t  o n l y  

d o e s  i t  a i d  i n  n a v ig a t io n ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  

m e t h o d  o f  a d v e r t i s em en t  b y  p r o m o t in g  e x i s t i n g  

f e a t u r e s  w i t h in  t h e  C i t y .   

 

Ima ge C or r i dor s    
Im a g e  co r r i d o r s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  t r a v e l e d  a n d  v i s i b l e  

a r e a s  o f  a  co m m u n i t y .  W h e n  v i s i t o r s  a n d  t r a v e l e r s  

co m e  t h r o u g h  T a l l a s see ,  t h e y  w i l l  d e v e lo p  a n  

im p r e s s io n  b a s e d  o n  wh a t  t h e y  h a v e  s e e n .  B y  

im p r o v ing  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  a p p e a r a n ce  o f  t h e s e  

co r r i d o r s ,  p e o p le  wh o  a r e  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  T a l l a s see  

w i l l  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  im p r e s s io n  a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  C i t y  

a n d  wh a t  i t  h a s  t o  o f f e r .  Im a g e  co r r i d o r s  w i t h in  

T a l l a s see  e x i s t ,  p r im a r i l y  a lo n g  H ig h wa y s  2 2 9  a n d  1 4 .    

M o s t  o f  t h e  s t r a t e g i es  f o r  im p r o v in g  im a g e  co r r i d o r s  

f a l l  w i t h in  t h e  co n t e x t  o f  im p r o v in g  t h e  s t r e e t s cap e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t r e e s  a n d  o t h e r  l a n d s ca p ing ,  

s i d e wa lk s ,  l i g h t i n g ,  e t c .  S ig n  r e g u l a t i o ns  a l s o  co m e  

i n t o  p l a y  i n  s o m e  a r e a s .   

1 8  

G i l m e r  A v e n u e  a n d  C e n t r a l  
B o u l e v a r d  a r e  t h e  m a i n  
i m a g e  c o r r i d o r s  i n  t h e  C i t y  
o f  T a l l a s s e e .   
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W a y f i n d i n g  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  
f i n d i n g  o n e ’ s  w a y  a r o u n d  a  
c i t y .  S i g n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n e  
a b o v e  a i d  i n  c r e a t i n g  a  s e n s e  
o f  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  p l a c e .   
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Ga tewa ys 
T h e  l o ca t i o n  a t  wh i ch  a  c i t i z e n ,  v i s i t o r ,  o r  t r a v e l e r  

e n t e r s  T a l l a s se e ,  wh e r e  i t  co u ld  b e  r e co g n i z e d  a s  a  

p l a ce  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a n o t h e r  e n t r y  p o in t ,  i s  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  g a t e wa y .  T a l l a s se e ’ s  g a t e wa y s  

s h o u ld  b e  d e v e lo p e d  s o  a s  t o  b e  r e co g n i z e d  wh e n  

a r r i v i n g  o r  l e a v in g  t h e  c i t y .  T h e y  a c t  a s  a n  e n t r y  p o in t  

a n d  s h o u ld  b e  v i s u a l l y  a p p e a l i n g  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  

v a lu e  a n d  ch a r a c t e r  o f  T a l l a s se e .  T h e s e  a r e a s  m a r k  t h e  

f i r s t  p o in t  i n  wh i ch  T a l l a s see  b e g in s  t o  m a k e  a n  

im p r e s s io n  o n  v i s i t o r s  a n d  wh e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h a t  

im p r e s s io n  co n v in ce s  t h e m  t o  s t o p  o r  m a k e  a  r e t u r n  

v i s i t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  R e s e a r ch  h a s  s h o wn  t h a t  a n  

im p r e s s io n  i s  f o r m e d  w i t h in  s e co n d s  o f  e n t e r i n g  a n  

e n v i r o n me nt  a n d  we  wa n t  p e o p le  t o  p e r ce i v e  T a l l a s see  

a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i ng  p l a ce  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e .   

 

A  g a t e wa y  s h o u ld  b e  l o ca t e d  s o m e wh e r e  s i g n i f i c an t  

t h a t  s i g n i f i e s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  i n v i s i b le  l i n e  s u ch  a s  t h e  

m u n i c ip a l  b o u n d a r y .  T h e y  a r e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  wh e n  

lo ca t e d  wh e r e  v i s i t o r s  ca n  r e a l i z e  a  p h y s i ca l  

d i f f e r e n ce  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .   

 

L AND  U S E  –  T R ANS PO RTAT I O N  C ONNEC T I O N  
 
On e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z i ng  p r i n c ip l e s  o f  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  

P l a n n ing  i s  t h a t  l a n d  u s e  i n f l u e n ce s  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  

n e t wo r k ,  a n d  v i ce - v e r sa .   F u n d a m e nt a l l y ,  t r a f f i c  

d e m a n d  i s  d r i v e n  b y  t wo  f a c t o r s :  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  

h o u s in g .   A l l  t r i p s ,  v e h i cu l a r  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  h a v e  

o r ig in s  a n d  d e s t i n a t io n s .   D e t e r m in ing  wh e r e  p e o p le  

wa n t  t o  g o ,  wh e n  t h e y  wa n t  t o  d o  i t ,  a n d  i n  wh a t  

o r d e r ,  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t r a f f i c  d e m a n d  m o d e l i n g .   I t  

f o l l o ws ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  e m p lo y m e n t  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n ce  o f  e m p lo y e r s ,  wh i ch  ca n  b e  co m m e r c i a l ,  

i n d u s t r i a l ,  o r  i n s t i t u t io n a l  e s t a b l i shm en t s  o r  m a y  b e  

h o m e  o ccu p a t io n s .   T h e  a c t u a l  l o ca t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  

e s t a b l i sh me nt s ,  a s  we l l  a s  h o u s in g  t h a t  i s  t h e  s e co n d  

f a c t o r  d r i v i n g  t r a f f i c  d e m a n d ,  a r e  d e t e r m in e d  b y  t h e  

m a r k e t  wh i ch  o p e r a t e s  w i t h in  a  f r a m e wo r k  e s t a b l i s he d  

b y  z o n in g ,  wh i ch  i s  a d m in i s te r ed  b y  l o ca l  

g o v e r n m en t s .   Zo n in g  s h o u ld  i d e a l l y  r e f l e c t  a  

j u r i s d i c t i on ’ s  F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  P l a n  s o  t h a t  t h e  

l o ca t i o n s  o f  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m en t ,  a n d  r e d e v e lo p m en t ,  

a l i g n  w i t h  p l a n n e d  f u t u r e  i n v e s t m en t s  i n  c i v i c  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e  a n d  c i v i c  g o a l s ,  e s t a b l i sh ed  i n  t h e  

co m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n ,  s u ch  a s  p r o m o t in g  i n f i l l  

d e v e lo pm e nt  a n d  m i x e d - u se  ce n t e r s .    

7  

N o t a s u l g a  R o a d  i s  o n e  o f  f i v e  
a r t e r i a l  r o a d s  t h a t  c i t i z e n s  
h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  
l o c a t i o n  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  C i t y ’ s  
g a t e w a y s .   

Image Source |   
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At  p r e s e n t  a l l  o f  t h o s e  a l i g n m e n t s  d o  n o t  y e t  e x i s t .   

C o m p le t i ng  t h e  T a l l a s see  2 0 40  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  i s  

t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  a  p r o ce s s  o f  b e g in n in g  t o  a l i g n  c i v i c  

i n v e s tm en t  w i t h  co m m u n i t y  v i s i o n .      

  

T h e  “ La n d  U s e  F i r s t ”  s t r a t e g y  i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  

F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  P l a n  s h o u ld  d r i v e  i n v e s t m e nt  i n  

t r a n s p o r ta t io n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  n o t  v i ce - v e r s a ;  t h a t  

ch a n g e s  i n  l a n d  u s e  s h o u ld  n o t  t a k e  p l a ce  j u s t  

b e ca u s e  a  n e w  s t r e e t  co n n e c t io n  i s  m a d e  o r  a  n e w  

r o a d wa y  a l i g n m e n t  b u i l t ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  t h o s e  s t r e e t  

co n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  s h o u ld  t a k e  p l a ce  b e ca u s e  t h e y  

s u p p o r t  T a l l a s see ’ s  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  t y p e ,  l o ca t i o n  a n d  

s ca l e  o f  n e w  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  r e d e v e lo p me nt .    
 

 |  TRANSPORTATION 05 

PAR K ING  
 
A t r a n s p o r t a t io n  n e t wo r k  t h a t  r e l i e s  o n  a u t o m o b i l e s  

w i l l  a lwa y s  n e e d  a  p l a ce  t o  p u t  t h e m  wh e n  t h e y  a r e  

n o t  i n  u s e .   I t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t o  b a l a n ce  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  

p a r k in g  p r o v id e d  f o r  d e v e lo p m en t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  

a d e q u a t e  p a r k in g  e x i s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  s o  t h a t  e x ce s s i ve  

p a r k in g  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d .   E x ce s s i v e  p a r k in g  h a s  m a n y  

n e g a t i ve  e f f e c t s  i n c l u d in g  i n c r e a s in g  im p e r v io u s  

s u r f a ce s ,  t h u s  i n c r e a s in g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s t o r m  wa t e r  

r u n o f f .   E x ce s s i ve  p a r k in g  a l s o  r e d u ce s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  

l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a c t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  l im i t i n g  

i n v e s tm en t  i n  t h a t  l a n d  a n d  t h u s  r e d u c in g  t a x  r e v e n u e  

t o  l o ca l  g o v e r n m e n t s .    

  

S t a n d - a lon e  s u r f a ce  p a r k in g  l o t s  s h o u ld  b e  s t r o n g l y  

d i s co u r a ge d ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  a t  s t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i on  

co r n e r s .   T h e  u s e  o f  p r im e  d e v e lo p ab le  l a n d  p u r e l y  f o r  

p a r k in g  i s  a  m i s u s e  o f  f u n d in g .   S h o u ld  a d d i t i o n a l  

p a r k in g  b e  n e e d e d ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  a  p a r k in g  a r e a  

u n a t t a ch e d  t o  d e v e lo p m en t  m u s t  b e  b u i l t ,  a  b e t t e r  u s e  

o f  f u n d s  wo u ld  b e  t o  d e v e lo p  s m a l l  v e r t i c a l  p a r k in g  

f a c i l i t i e s  wh i ch  m a x im i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d .   F u r t h e r  

p a r k in g  d e ck s  i n  p r im e  co m m e r c i a l  a r e a s  s h o u ld  b e  

f r o n t e d  w i t h  r e t a i l  o r  o f f i ce  s p a ce  s u ch  t h a t  t h e  d e ck  

i s  n o t  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  r i g h t - o f - way  a n d  

p o t e n t i a l  r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t i n g  b u s in e sse s  ca n  b e  

a cco m m o d a t e d .   

 

Section Data Sources | 

 
1http://www.america2050.org/piedmont_

atlantic.html 
2 J. J. Leeming (1969). Road Accidents: 

Prevent or Punish. Cassell. SBN 

304932132. 
3http://www.completestreets.org/complet

e-streets-fundamentals/complete-streets-

faq/ 
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Monitor changes in traff ic volume to suppor t needed 

transpor tat ion and pedestr ian safety plans.   
( T r a f f i c  V ol ume)  

  

Recognize the need for a network of s idewalks,  bike lanes and 

trai ls  to provide alternat ive transpor tat ion oppor tunit ies.  

( P edest r i a n  a nd C y c l i ng N etw or k )    

  

Update subdivis ion regulat ions to include sidewalks in new 

subdivis ions.    
( P edest r i a n  a nd C y c l i ng N etw or k )  

  

Establ ish a pol icy regarding sidewalks on City streets to benefit  

health ,  safety and welfare of c it izens.    
( P edest r i a n  a nd C y c l i ng N etw or k )  

  

Encourage higher levels of street connect iv ity as new development 

occurs.   
( C onnect i v i ty )   

  

Provide dai ly needs in closer proximity to places where people l ive 

( i .e .  neighborhood commercial  nodes) .    
( T r a nspor ta t i on  C hoi ces )  

  

Encourage placement of bike racks in new non -residentia l  

development.    
( T r a nspor ta t i on  C hoi ces )  

  

Discourage stand-alone sur face parking lots par t icular ly on street 

intersect ion corners.    
( P a r k i ng)  

  

Develop and maintain access management standards,  including the 

development of standards for dr iveway spacing and cross access 

standards.   
( C onnect i v i ty )  

  

Work with the County to update the transpor tat ion plan to assess 

the condit ion of exist ing traff ic f low,  traff ic patterns,  and road and 

br idge condit ion.    
( T r a nspor ta t i on  C hoi ces )  

  

Work to expand the network of s idewalks and to develop a 

Sidewalk Master Plan to make connect ions for a City -wide network 

of on- and off-street faci l i t ies .    
( T r a nspor ta t i on  C hoi ces )  

      |  TRANSPORTATION  
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P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



“Infrastructure  creates the form of a city and 

enables life to go on in a city, in a certain way.” 

- Paul Goldberger 
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P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



I NTROD UC T I O N    
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t ,  

h a s  m a d e  l a r g e  ca p i t a l  i n v e s t m en t s  t o  c r e a t e  a  s a f e  

a n d  r e l i a b l e  wa t e r  s u p p l y ,  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t io n  

s y s t e m,  wa s t e wa t e r  co l l e c t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  s y s t e m ,  

n a t u r a l  g a s  s y s t e m ,  s o l i d  wa s t e  co l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m ,  a n d  

s t o r m wa t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  s e r v i ce s .   T h e  co m b in a t io n  o f  

a  h ig h l y  d e p e n d a b le  u t i l i t y  s u p p l y  a n d  co m p e t i t i v e  

r a t e s  s u p p o r t  a n d  a t t r a c t  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t .   

  

F o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  t h e  C i t y ’ s  s y s t e m s  a r e  ca p a b le  o f  

h a n d l i n g  cu r r e n t  a n d  p r o j e c t e d  wa t e r  a n d  s e we r  

n e e d s ;  h o we v e r ,  t h e  C i t y  m u s t  co n t i n u e  t o  e x p a n d ,  

im p r o v e  m a in t e n a n ce ,  a n d  u p g r a d e  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s .   T h e  

g o a l s ,  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  

i n t e n d e d  t o  e n h a n ce  t h e  C i t y ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v id e  i t s  

c i t i z e n s  w i t h  s a f e ,  r e l i a b l e ,  a n d  co s t - e f f e c t i ve  p u b l i c  

u t i l i t i e s .  

  

T a l l a s see ’ s  cu r r e n t  u t i l i t i e s  co v e r a g e  a r e a  i s  p r im a r i l y  

co n t a in e d  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  l im i t s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x ce p t io n  o f  a  

f e w  p r o p e r t i e s  l o ca t e d  o u t s id e  t h e  co r p o r a t e  l im i t s .  

 
 
WATER  T R E ATMEN T  +  D I S TR IBUT IO N    
 
T h e  T a l l a s see  W a t e r  S y s t e m  i s  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  p r o v id e s  s e r v i ce  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  i n co r p o r a t e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  C i t y  a n d  b e y o n d .   

T a l l a s see  g e t s  i t s  wa t e r  s u p p l y  f r o m  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  

R i v e r  a n d  p r o ce s s e s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e s  a p p r o x im a t e ly  5 0 0  

m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  e a ch  y e a r .  T h e  T a l l a s se e  W a t e r  W o r k s  

m a in t a in s  f o u r  wa t e r  s t o r a g e  t a n k s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  

c a p a c i t y  o f  2 , 250 ,000  g a l l o n s  a n d  d e l i v e r s  

a p p r o x ima te ly  2 0 0  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  o f  wa t e r  t o  2 , 4 65  

T a l l a s see  W a t e r  S y s t e m  cu s t o m e r s  a n d  a p p r o x im a t e ly  

3 00  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  t o  t h r e e  a r e a  wa t e r  s y s t e m s  

a n n u a l l y .  S t o r a g e  ca p a c i t y  o f  t h e  wa t e r  s y s t e m  i s  m o r e  

t h a n  a d e q u a t e  a n d  w i l l  o n l y  r e q u i r e  m o d e r a t e  

e x p a n s ion  t o  d e a l  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o wt h  o v e r  t h e  

n e x t  t we n t y  y e a r s .    

 

T h e  T a l l a s see  2 0 16  An n u a l  D r i n k in g  W a t e r  Qu a l i t y  

R e p o r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  h a s  a  v e r y  s a f e  a n d  

d e p e n d a b le  d r i n k in g  wa t e r  s u p p l y  t h a t  s u r p a s se d  b o t h  

t h e  S t a t e  a n d  E P A  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  d r i n k in g  wa t e r .   

B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  

 

        |  P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  
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S t e v e  O s w a l t ,  f o r m e r  
s u p e r v i s o r  o f  t h e  w a t e r  
f i l t r a t i o n  p l a n t ,  s t a n d i n g  
n e x t  t o  t h e  f a c i l i t y ’ s  
t r e a t m e n t  p o o l s .   

 

 

 

 

 

Image Source |   

Tallasseetimes.com 
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T h e  S t r e e t s  a n d  U t i l i t i e s  D e p a r t m e n t  e m p lo y s  2 5  s t a f f  

m e m b e r s  i n c l u d in g  a  G a s  &  W a t e r  S u p e r v i so r ,  S t r e e t s  

&  S e we r  S u p e r v i so r ,  F i l t e r  P l a n t  S u p e r v i s o r ,  a  m e t e r  

r e a d e r ,  a  m e ch a n i c  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  l a b o r e r s  a n d  

o p e r a t o r s .  T a b l e  1 1  p r o v id e s  a  d e t a i l e d  b r e a k d o wn  o f  

S t r e e t  &  U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  P e r s o n n e l .   

 |  PUBLIC UTILITIES 06 

T h e  S t r e e t s  a n d  U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e nt  m a in t a in s  a  

n u m b e r  o f  v e h i c l e s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  f o r  ca r r y i n g  o u t  

r e g u l a r  m a in t e n a n ce  a n d  r e p a i r  o f  wa t e r ,  s e we r ,  

n a t u r a l  g a s ,  a n d  co l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m s .   A  d e t a i l e d  

a cco u n t  o f  t h e  U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  v e h i c l e s  a n d  

e q u ip m e nt  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  T a b l e  1 2 .  

Quantity 

1

1

1

1

3

1

1

3

4

1

1

5

1

Source: Tallassee Utility Department

 Filter Plant Supervisor

 Filter Plant Operators

 Filter Plant Operator Trainee

 Gas and Water Technician

 Water Technician

 Sewer Technician

 Streets Technician (CDL Driver) 

 Streets Technician

 Part-Time Help 

Table 11 

Utility Department Personnel Data 

Street and Utilities 

Water Filter Plant

Position 

 Gas & Water Supervisor

 Mechanic

 Electrician

 Meter Reader

Vehicle/Equipment # Year Make/Model Condition

 Truck 1 2004 Ford F-150 Fair

 Service Truck 4 2011 Ford F-250 Good

 Boom Truck 1 2013 International Good

 Boom Truck 1 2012 International Good

 Flat Bed Truck 1 1989 Ford F-600 Good

Table 12

Street and Utilities Department Vehicles and Equipment 
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Dump Truck 1 1995 Ford F-750 Good

Flat Bed Truck 1 1993 Ford F-600 Poor

Boom Truck 1 2004 Ford F-750 Poor

Service Truck 1 2006 Dodge 1500 Good

Service Truck 1 2011 Ford F-350 Good

Sewer Jet Truck 1 2011 Ford F-550 Good

Service Truck 1 2000 Chevrolet 2500 Good

Forklift 1 2000 Hyster Good

Portable Light 1 Portable Light Good

Dump Trailer 2 Dump Trailer Fair

Vermeer Ditch 1 Ditchwitch Poor

Backhoe 1 2010 John Deere Good

Backhoe 1 1996 John Deere Fair

Backhoe 1 john Deere Poor

Welder 1 1995 Miller Welder Good

Tilt Trailer 1 2016 12 Ton Tilt Trailer Good

Jack Hammer 1 Ingersoll Rand Good

Utility Trailer 3 Utility Trailer Good

Tractor 2 2014, 2015 Kubota Good

Bush Hog 2 Bush Hogg Good

Mini Cutter 1 Takeuchi TB20 Good

Valve Turner 1 2010 Wachs Valve Turner Good

Trencher 1 2003 Ditchwitch Good

Mower 2 Husqvarna Good

Mower 1 Cub Cadet Good

Chain Saw 4 Husqvarna Good

Edgers 12 Husqvarna Good

Blower 3 Husqvarna Good

Pole Saw 2 Husqvarna Good

Chain Saw 2 Stihl Good

Water Pump 3 Water Pump Good

Service Truck 1 2003 Chevrolet 1500 Good

Sand Spreader 1 1989 Ford F-600 Good

Trencher 1 2003 Ditchwitch Good

Line Locator 1 Ditchwitch Good

Filter Plant Truck 1 2002 Chevrolet S10 Good

Source: Tallassee Streets and Utilities Department

Table 12 (Continued)

Street and Utilities Department Vehicles and Equipment 
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T h e  p r im a r y  co n ce r n  f o r  a l l  wa t e r  s y s t e m s  i s  a g in g  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e .  A  S e r v i ce  D e v e lo p m en t  a n d  

M a in t en an ce  P l a n  n e e d s  t o  b e  c r e a t e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  

U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  i n  e v a lu a t io n ,  m a in t e n a n ce ,  

e x p a n s ion ,  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  ca p i t a l  b u d g e t i n g .   

  

T h e  T a l l a s see  U t i l i t i e s  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n o t e d  t h a t  

t h e i r  b ig g e s t  d e f i c i e n c i e s  a s  a  d e p a r t m e n t  a r e  o ld  

wa t e r  m a in s  a n d  d e a d  e n d  l i n e s .  O ld  wa t e r  l i n e s  l e a d  

t o  l e a k s  t h a t  co u ld  b e  a l l e v i a t ed  b y  r e p l a c in g  o ld e r  

p ip e s ,  wh i ch  wo u ld  a l s o  r e s u l t  i n  b e t t e r  wa t e r  

q u a l i t y .  C o n s t r u c t i on  o f  n e w  l i n e s  i s  a l s o  n e e d e d  t o  

s u p p o r t  g r o wt h  a s  i t  o ccu r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  wa t e r  

m a in s  a n d  d e l i v e r y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  wa t e r  f i l t e r  

p l a n t  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  r e p l a ce m e n t  o r  u p g r a d in g .  T h e  

o r ig in a l  s t r u c t u r e  wa s  b u i l t  i n  1 8 97  f o r  t h e  m i l l  a n d  

m u ch  o f  t h e  n e ce s s a r y  e q u ip m e n t  i s  7 0  t o  1 0 0  y e a r s  

o ld .  T h e  C i t y  i s  i n  t h e  p r e l im in a r y  s t a g e s  o f  a s s e ss ing  

t h e  p u r ch a s e  o f  l a n d  t o  a d d r e s s  f a c i l i t y  i s s u e s .  

 

T a l l a s see  h a s  a  s i g n i f i c an t  a m o u n t  o f  o u t d a t e d ,  ca s t  

i r o n  p ip in g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y .  T h i s  i s  e x p e n s i ve  a n d  

t im e  co n s u m in g  t o  r e p l a ce .  B e ca u s e  o f  t h e  a g in g  

wa t e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  T a l l a s s ee  h a s  a  h ig h  wa t e r  l o s s  

r a t e  o f  a p p r o x im at e ly  1 3 .1% .  T h i s  e q u a t e s  t o  m o r e  

t h a n  5 8  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  o f  l o s t  wa t e r  e a ch  y e a r .  A t  

$ 1 .43  p e r  1 0 00  g a l l o n s ,  t h i s  e q u a l s  a  l o s s  o f  C i t y  

r e v e n u e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  $ 8 3 ,000  a n n u a l l y .   T h i s  i s  

p r im a r i l y  d u e  t o  l e a k a g e ,  h o we v e r ,  t h e f t  a n d  

n e ce s s a r y  s y s t e m  f l u s h in g  a l s o  co n t r i b u t e  t o  wa t e r  

l o s s .   

  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  wa t e r  f i l t r a t i o n  p l a n t ,  t h e  C i t y ’ s  

wa t e r  t o we r s  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  m a in t e n a n ce .  T h e  t a n k s  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  m a in t a in e d  a s  r e co m m e n d e d  d u e  t o  

t h e  e x p e n s e ,  a n d  l a ck  o f  f u n d s  n e e d e d  t o  f i x  a n d  

im p r o v e  t h e m .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  C i t y  w i l l  h a v e  t o  i n v e s t  

i n  p a in t i n g ,  l i n i n g ,  a n d  r e p l a c in g  wa t e r  t a n k  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e  t o  m a in t a in  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  

t h e  wa t e r  s y s t e m .   

 

T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  co n t i n u e  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  i n v e s t  i n  t h e  

wa t e r  s y s t e m .   N o t  o n l y  i s  wa t e r  a n  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i ce ,  

t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  C i t y  wa t e r  i s  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  t o o l ;  a  m a jo r  

b e n e f i t  t o  a t t r a c t  n e w  b u s in e s se s  a n d  i n d u s t r i e s .  A s  

p a r t  o f ,  a n d  t o  h e lp  w i t h ,  f u t u r e  i n v e s t m en t s  i n  t h e  

C i t y ’ s  wa t e r  a n d  s e we r  s y s t e m s ,  u t i l i t y  r a t e s  a n d  f e e s  

s h o u ld  b e  m o n i t o r e d  t o  e n s u r e  a n  a d e q u a t e  r a t e  

s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  p l a ce  t o  s u p p o r t  u t i l i t y  i n v e s t m en t s .  
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7  

Tallassee has a high water loss 

rate of approximately 13.1%. 

This equates to more than 58 

million gallons of lost water 

each year.  

T h e  C i t y  w a t e r  f i l t r a t i o n  
p l a n t  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  b a n k  
o f  t h e  T a l l a p o o s a  R i v e r .  

 

Image Source |   

Tallasseetimes.com 
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T a l l a s see  h a s  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  t r e a t  a n d  s u p p l y  o v e r  3 0 0  

m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  o f  wa t e r  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h r e e  n e ig h b o r in g  

co m m u n i t y  wa t e r  s y s t e m s .  T a l l a s se e  U t i l i t i e s  s e l l s  

a p p r o x ima te ly  2 1  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  p e r  m o n t h  t o  W a l l  

S t r e e t  W a t e r  Au t h o r i t y ,  a p p r o x im a t e l y  4  m i l l i o n  

g a l l o n s  p e r  m o n t h  t o  F r i e n d s h ip  W a t e r  W o r k s ,  a n d  

a p p r o x ima te ly  1 . 2 5  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  p e r  m o n t h  t o  

E c l e c t i c  W a t e r  W o r k s  a n d  S e we r .   
 
F i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  I S O  r a t i n g s  a r e  m a jo r  co n ce r n s  

w i t h  m u n i c ip a l i t i e s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  wa t e r  

d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s ;  t h e s e  co n ce r n s  a r e  n o  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  

T a l l a s see .  T h e  C i t y  h a s  wo r k e d  c lo s e l y  w i t h  t h e  F i r e  

D e p a r t m en t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  s y s t e m  a n d  p u t  i n t o  p l a ce  

d e v e lo pm e nt a l  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  n e ce s s a r y  im p r o v e m e nt s ,  

t o  u p g r a d e  o r  m a in t a in  t h e  cu r r e n t  C l a s s  3  I S O  r a t i n g .  

  

A  g o a l  o f  t h e  T a l l a s see  U t i l i t i e s  D e p a r t m e n t  i s  t o  m a p  

u t i l i t y  l o ca t i o n  d a t a  i n t o  a  G e o g r a p h ic  I n f o r m a t io n  

S y s t e m  ( G IS )  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e d u ce  t im e  a n d  r e s o u r ce s  

d e v o t e d  t o  l o ca t i n g  l i n e s ,  m a in s  a n d  v a l v e s  i n  t h e  

e v e n t  o f  a  f a i l u r e .  C u r r e n t l y ,  u t i l i t i e s  s t a f f  r e l y  u p o n  

a n t iq u a te d  a s - b u i l t  d r a w in g s ,  s t a f f  i n s t i t u t i on a l  

k n o w le d g e ,  a n d  t r i a l  a n d  e r r o r  wh e n  a t t e m p t in g  t o  

l o ca t e  u t i l i t i e s .  D ig i t a l  M a p p in g  w i l l  im p r o v e  

e f f i c i e n cy  a n d  r e d u ce  t h e  m a in t e n a nce  co s t s  a n d  d o wn  

t im e  r e l a t e d  t o  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f a i l u r e ,  s u ch  a s  a  p ip e  

b u r s t .  I t  i s  r e co m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  i n v e s t  i n  d ig i t a l  

m a p p in g  o f  u t i l i t y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  r e d u ce  l o n g  t e r m  

m a in t e n an ce  co s t s  a n d  im p r o v e  e f f i c i e n c i es ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

wh e n  n e w  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n s t a l l ed .   
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WAS TE WATER  C OLLEC T I O N  AND  T R E ATM ENT  
 
S a n i t a r y  s e we r  co l l e c t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  i s  p r o v id e d ,  

b y  t h e  C i t y ,  t o  a p p r o x im at e ly  1 , 800  cu s t o m e r s  i n  

T a l l a s see .  T h e  C i t y  o p e r a t e s  a  m u l t i - ce l l  wa s t e wa t e r  

t r e a t m e n t  l a g o o n  lo ca t e d  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 . 5  m i l e s  

s o u t h  o f  d o wn t o wn  o n  H ig h wa y  2 2 9  S o u t h  i n  E lm o r e  

C o u n t y ,  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  T a l l a s see  I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k .   T h e  

t r e a t e d  d i s ch a r g e  f r o m  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  i s  r e l e a s e d  i n t o  

t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r .  T h e  l a g o o n  co n s i s t s  o f  t wo  ce l l s ,  

t h e  f i r s t  b e in g  a p p r o x im at e ly  1 2 .7  a c r e s  i n  s i z e  a n d  

t h e  s e co n d  b e in g  a p p r o x im at e l y  1 2 .8  a c r e s  i n  s i z e .  

F o l l o w ing  a e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  ce l l ,  wa s t e wa t e r  i s  

d e t a in e d  i n  t h e  s e co n d  ce l l ,  i n j e c t e d  w i t h  ch lo r i n e  f o r  

d i s i n f ec t io n  f o l l o we d  b y  d e - ch lo r i n a t io n  p r io r  t o  

b e in g  s e n t  t h r o u g h  a  ca s ca d e  a e r a t o r  a n d  t h e n  

d i s ch a r g ed  i n t o  t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r .   

1 8  6 - 5  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

T w o  o f  T a l l a s s e e ’ s  w a t e r  
t o w e r s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
d o w n t o w n  a r e a .   

 

Image Source |   

CARPDC 



T h e  p e r m i t t e d  ca p a c i t y  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  1 . 4  m i l l i o n  

g a l l o n s  p e r  d a y .  T h e  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  co l l e c t i o n  

s y s t e ms  s e r v e  i n d u s t r i a l ,  co m m e r c i a l  a n d  d o m e s t i c  

r e s id e nt ia l  wa s t e  s t r e a m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y .  T h e  

co l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  co n s i s t s  o f  a g in g  co l l e c t o r  

s e we r s ,  o v e r - t a xed  a n d  a g in g  l i f t  s t a t i o n s ,  a n d  

l a r g e r  d i a m e t e r  i n t e r ce p t o r  s e we r s .  F l o ws  a r e  

d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  C i t y ’ s  s i n g l e  wa s t e wa t e r  t r e a t m e n t  

l a g o o n .  T y p i ca l  s a n i t a r y  s e we r  s y s t e m  in f r a s t r u c tu re  

co m p o n e n t s  a r e  d e s ig n e d  w i t h  a  s e r v i ce  l i f e  

r a n g in g  f r o m  a s  l i t t l e  a s  2 0  t o  a s  g r e a t  a s  5 0  y e a r s .  

M u ch  o f  T a l l a s se e ’ s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  h a s  m e t  o r  

e x ce e d e d  t h i s  s e r v i ce  l i f e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  s y s t e m  i s  

s h o w in g  s ig n s  o f  d e g r a d a t ion  a n d  h a s  b e co m e  

h ig h l y  s u s ce p t ib le  t o  i n f l o w  a n d  i n f i l t r a t io n  o f  

g r o u n d wa t e r .  T h e s e  co n d i t i o n s  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  

co m p l i ca t i on s  s u ch  a s  s a n i t a r y  s e we r  o v e r f l o ws  a n d  

d i l u t e  i n f l u e n t  a s  r e a l i z e d  a t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  l a g o o n s .    

 

T h e  p r im a r y  co n ce r n  f o r  a l l  s e we r  s y s t e m s  i s  a g in g  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e ,  a n d  T a l l a s see ’ s  s y s t e m  i s  n o  

e x ce p t io n .  B e ca u s e  o f  t h i s ,  a d e q u a t e  r e s o u r ce s  

n e e d  t o  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  m a in t e n a n ce  a n d / o r  

r e p l a ce m en t .  P a r t i cu l a r  a t t e n t io n  n e e d s  t o  b e  p a id  

t o  co n t i n u e d  ca p i t a l  r e s o u r ce s  f o r  m a in t e n a n ce  a n d  

im p r o v e me nt  p r o j e c t s .  I n a d e q u a t e  s e we r  ca p a c i t y  

co u ld  e s s e n t i a l l y  h a l t  d e v e lo p m e nt  i n  a f f e c t e d  

a r e a s  a n d  u n p l a n n e d  r e p a i r s  co u ld  p l a ce  a n  u n d u e  

b u r d e n  o n  t h e  C i t y ’ s  f i n a n ce s .  Im p le m e n t a t i on  o f  

i n i t i a t i ve s  s u ch  a s  t h e  “ F a t s ,  O i l ,  a n d  G r e a s e  ( F OG ) ”  

p r o g r a m  s h o u ld  b e  s e r i o u s l y  co n s id e r e d  t o  h e lp  

a v o id  o r  r e d u ce  s e we r  b lo ck a g e s  ca u s e d  b y  g r e a s e .  

 

S y s t e m  co m p o n e n t s  s u ch  a s  t h e  p u m p in g  s y s t e m s  

a n d  p ip in g  a r e  o u t d a t e d  a n d  r e p l a ce m e nt  i s  

e m in e n t .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s e we r  l a g o o n  i s  

a p p r o a ch ing  t h e  e n d  o f  i t s  l i f e s p a n .  E n g in e e r s  

e s t im a te  t h e  l a g o o n  h a s  a p p r o x im a te ly  t h i r t y  y e a r s  

o f  s e r v i ce  l e f t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s e r i o u s  co n s id e r a t io n  

w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  i t s  u p g r a d in g  o r  

r e p l a ce m en t  w i t h in  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

 

T h e s e  s y s t e m s  a r e  u n d e r p e r f o r m in g  a n d  w i l l  

co n t i n u e  t o  ca u s e  p r o b le m s  a n d  l im i t  e co n o m ic  

d e v e lo pm e nt  u n t i l  t h e  s e we r  s y s t e m  i s  u p d a t e d .   

W i t h o u t  t h e  ca p a c i t y  f o r  s e we r  e x p a n s ion ,  i t  i s  

g o in g  t o  b e  d i f f i cu l t  t o  a t t r a c t  a n d  s u p p o r t  n e w  

i n d u s t r i a l ,  co m m e r c i a l ,  o r  h o u s in g  d e v e lo p m e nt .  
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There are currently proposals 

in place to construct a new, 

modern sanitary sewer 

treatment facility next to the 

existing sewer lagoons. If this 

project is funded, Tallassee will 

likely construct this facility 

within the next five years.   
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N ATUR AL  G AS  
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  o wn s  a n d  m a in t a in s  t h e  n a t u r a l  

g a s  i n f r a s t r u c tu r e  i n  t h e  C i t y .  C u r r e n t l y ,  T a l l a s see  

U t i l i t i e s  s e r v e s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  1 , 004  n a t u r a l  g a s  

cu s t o m e r s  a n d  b r i n g s  i n  a p p r o x im a te ly  $ 1 . 2  M i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s  i n  a n n u a l  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  C i t y .  T h e r e  a r e  i s s u e s  

w i t h  t h e  g a s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  m o s t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a g e  

o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l  s y s t e m .  T h e  U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  

e s t im a te s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  2 0  t o  3 5  m i l e s  o f  ca s t  i r o n  

p ip in g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y  t h a t  i s  p r o g r e s s i ve l y  

d e t e r i o r a t in g  a n d  b e co m in g  a  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  i s s u e  d u e  

t o  t h e  r i s k  f o r  l e a k s .  T h i s  ca s t  i r o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  

n e e d  o f  r e p l a ce m e n t  w i t h  m o d e r n  p ip in g .  A l s o ,  p ip in g  

i n  r e s id e n t i a l  a r e a s  c r e a t e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  ch a l l e n g e  f o r  

r e p a i r .  T h e  C i t y  h a s  b e g u n  t h e  s l o w  p r o ce s s  o f  

im p r o v ing  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  g a s  s y s t e m  a lo n g  

H ig h wa y  1 4 ,  h o we v e r ;  i t  w i l l  t a k e  t im e  t o  r e p l a ce  a l l  o f  

t h e  a f f e c t e d  p ip in g .  R e p a i r s  a n d  r e p l a ce m e n t  o f  t h e  

s y s t e m a r e  b e in g  d o n e  a s  f u n d s  a n d  r e s o u r ce s  a r e  

a v a i l ab le .  I f  t h e  C i t y  d o e s  n o t  co n t i n u e  t o  u p g r a d e  t h e  

g a s  i n f r a s t r u c tu r e ,  i t  r i s k s  t h e  C i t y  s y s t e m  b e in g  s h u t  

d o wn .   

S TOR M WATER  M ANAG EM E N T   
 
S t o r m wa t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  h a s  i n c r e a s in g l y  b e co m e  a  

co n ce r n  t o  m u n i c ip a l i t i e s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e .  Qu e s t i o n s  

a r e  b e in g  a s k e d  r e g a r d in g  wh o  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e  

m a n a g e m en t  o f  t h e  s t o r m wa t e r  r u n - o f f ,  wh o  c r e a t e d  

t h e  p r o b le m  a n d  wh o  o wn s  t h e  s t o r m wa t e r  

m a n a g e m en t  s y s t e m s  ( d r a in a g e ways ,  d i t ch e s ,  i n l e t s ,  

a n d  r e t e n t io n  a n d  d e t e n t io n  p o n d s ) .  

  

T h e  T a l l a s see  S u b d i v i s io n  R e g u l a t i o ns  cu r r e n t l y  

r e q u i r e  n e w  d e v e lo p m e nt  t o  h a v e  a n  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  

r e v i e w  a n d  h a v e  s t o r m wa t e r  r u n - o f f  h a n d le d  o n - s i t e .   

Ho we v e r ,  m a n y  o ld e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  h a v e  e x i s t i n g  

d r a in a g e  i s s u e s  a n d  a g in g  s t o r m wa t e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  

i n c l u d in g  p ip in g  t h a t  i s  t o o  s m a l l  t o  h a n d le  r u n - o f f  

d u r i n g  h e a v y  r a i n  e v e n t s .  

 
P o r t i o ns  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  n e e d  t o  b e  r e p l a ce d  t o  

a l l e v ia te  t h i s  p r o b le m  t h a t  ca u s e s  f l o o d in g .   

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  C i t y  n e e d s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  n e w  

p r i v a t e  d e v e lo p m e nt  p l a n s ,  b o t h  r e s id e n t ia l  a n d  

co m m e r c i a l ,  a r e  r e v i e we d  b y  a  q u a l i f i e d  C i t y  e n g in e e r  

f o r  p r o p e r  s t o r m wa t e r ,  g r a d in g  a n d  o t h e r  e n g in e e r in g  

p a r a m e t e r s .   

1 8  6 - 7  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  



F lo o d in g  d u e  t o  i n s u f f i c i en t  ca p a c i t y  o f  t h e  s t o r m  

s e we r  s y s t e m  i s  a  co n ce r n  a lo n g  m a jo r  r o a d wa y s  i n  

T a l l a s see  a n d  i n  v a r i o u s  d e v e lo p m en ts ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

a lo n g  Hwy  1 4 ,  d o wn t o wn ,  a n d  i n  r e s id e n t ia l  a r e a s .    

  

T h e  C i t y  n e e d s  t o  e x a m in e  t h i s  i s s u e  i n  d e t a i l  a n d  

m a k e  a  d e t e r m in a t io n  o n  o wn e r s h ip  p o l i c i e s  a n d  

r e g u l a t io n s .  T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o ns  s h o u ld  b e  

i n co r p o r a t ed  i n t o  t h e  s u b d i v i s io n  r e g u l a t i o ns  a n d / o r  

d e v e lo pm e nt a l  p o l i c i e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a n y  i n c r e a s e  

r e g u l a t o ry  a n d  s t o r m wa t e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n e e d s ,  t h e  

C i t y  m a y  w i s h  t o  im p le m e n t  a  s t o r m wa t e r  u t i l i t y  f e e  

i n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  a  d e d i ca t e d  f u n d in g  s o u r ce  t o  m e e t  

t h e  s t o r m wa t e r  p r o g r a m  g o a l s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h e  

C i t y  m a y  a l s o  wa n t  t o  t a k e  a  h o l i s t i c  a p p r o a ch  t o  

m a n a g in g  i t s  s t o r m wa t e r  p r o g r a m  a n d  s h o u ld  s e l e c t  a  

co n s u l t a n t  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  d e v e lo p m e nt  o f  a  

s t o r m wa t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .   
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S OLID  WAS TE  S ER V IC ES   
 
S o l i d  wa s t e  co l l e c t i o n  s e r v i ce s  i n  T a l l a s see  i s  

cu r r e n t l y  p r o v id e d  t h r o u g h  Ad v a n ce d  D i s p o s a l  a n d  

s e r v e s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  1 , 943  cu s t o m e r s .  

 

E LEC TR IC IT Y  S ER V IC ES   
 
E l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  i s  p r o v id e d  b y  

A l a b a m a  P o we r  C o m p a n y .  A l a b a m a  P o we r  C o m p a n y  

g e n e r a t es  e l e c t r i c i t y  a t  t h e  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p o we r  p l a n t  

a t  T h u r lo w  D a m  lo ca t e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  T a l l a s se e  o n  

t h e  T a l l a p o o sa  R i v e r .  A l a b a m a  P o we r  C o m p a n y  p a y s  

t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  a  f r a n ch i s e  f e e  o f  a p p r o x im a t e l y  

$ 400 ,000  p e r  y e a r .   A  l o n g  t e r m  g o a l  o f  t h e  C i t y  i s  t o  

b u r y  o v e r h e a d  u t i l i t i e s  t o  r e d u ce  o u t a g e s  a n d  

m in im i ze  t h e  im p a c t s  o f  s t o r m  r e l a t e d  e v e n t s ,  a s  we l l  

a s  im p r o v e  t h e  v i e w  b y  r e m o v in g  u n s ig h t l y  p o we r  

p o l e s  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  i s  a  co s t l y  a n d  t im e  

co n s u m in g  e n d e a v o r  t h a t  t a k e s  co o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  a l l  

i n v o l ve d  p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d in g  p r o p e r t y  o wn e r s ,  t h e  C i t y ,  

a n d  t h e  P o we r  C o m p a n y .   

 

 C ABLE  AND  I NTER N ET  S ER V IC ES   
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  i s  cu r r e n t l y  s e r v i ce d  b y  o n e  

p r im a r y  ca b l e  a n d  i n t e r n e t  s e r v i ce  p r o v id e r ,  S p e c t r u m .  

T h e  co m m u n i t y  wo u ld  l i k e  t o  s e e  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o v id e r s  

s e r v e  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e ,  t o  i n c r e a s e  co m p e t i t i o n  

a n d  e n s u r e  co m p e t i t i v e  r a t e s  f o r  r e s id e n t  o f  T a l l a s se e .   
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A d v a n c e d  D i s p o s a l  i s  t h e  
p r i m a r y  p r o v i d e r  o f  s o l i d  
w a s t e  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  C i t y  
o f  T a l l a s s e e   

 

Image Source |   

Google.com 
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T h e  C i t y  h a s  f i b e r  o p t i c  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  C i t y  

S ch o o l s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  “ E - R a t e -Sch o o l s ”  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  

f o r  f i b e r  o p t i c s  r e ce i v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u ca t io n .  

B e t we e n  2 0 15  a n d  2 0 17 ,  T a l l a s see  C i t y  S ch o o l s  h a s  

r e ce i v e d  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 00 ,000  i n  g r a n t  f u n d in g  f r o m  

t h e  E - r a t e  p r o g r a m 1 .  T h e  T a l l a s se e  C i t y  S ch o o l s  

N e t wo r k  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  h a s  a  1 0 0 Mbp s  f i b e r  o p t i c s  

n e t wo r k  d o wn  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  l e v e l .   I t  i s  cu r r e n t l y  

l im i t e d  t o  1 0 0Mb p s  d u e  t o  t h e  s w i t ch e s  wh e r e  i t  

co n n e c t s  t o  e a ch  l o ca t i o n ,  h o we v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  p l a n s  i n  

p l a ce  t o  u p g r a d e  t h e  n e t wo r k  t o  1 G b p s  a s  s o o n  a s  

p o s s ib l e2 .  On e  g o a l  o f  t h e  C i t y  i s  t o  p ig g y  b a ck  o n  t h e  

C i t y  S ch o o l ’ s  f i b e r  o p t i c  s y s t e m  a n d  co n n e c t  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  p a r k s  a n d  l i b r a r y  w i t h  f i b e r  o p t i c s  t o  

b e n e f i t  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e lo p m en t .  H ig h  s p e e d  i n t e r n e t  i s  

n e ce s s a r y  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  a g e  f o r  m a n y  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  

co m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .   

 

S UM M ARY   
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e ,  l i k e  m a n y  s m a l l  c i t i e s ,  d e p e n d s  

h e a v i l y  o n  t h e  r e v e n u e  f r o m  C i t y  o wn e d  u t i l i t i e s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  n e e d  t o  m a in t a in  a n d  u p g r a d e  t h e s e  

s y s t e ms  i s  v i t a l l y  im p o r t a n t .  M a n y  y e a r s  o f  n e g l e c t  

h a v e  l e d  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  

T a l l a s see  t o  h a v e  m a jo r  d e f i c i e n c i es  t h a t  m u s t  b e  

co r r e c t e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  b e co m e  ca t a s t r o p h ic  f o r  t h e  

C i t y .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  co n s id e r  d e v e lo p in g  a  

co m p r e h e n s i v e  u t i l i t i e s  m a in t e n a n ce  a n d  r e p a i r  p l a n  

t o  g u id e  l o n g  r a n g e  p l a n n in g  a n d  m a in t e n a n ce  o f  

u t i l i t y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .   
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Create a Maintenance and Repair  Plan to assist  the 

Uti l i ty Depar tment with long range planning and 

maintenance of infrastructure.   
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Continue to invest in water system improvements 

par t icular ly the replacement of old water pipes/mains 

and dead end l ines.   
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Create a replacement plan and schedule for the 

replacement of cast  i ron piping throughout the city.  
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Invest in paint ing,  l in ing,  and replacing water tank 

infrastructure to maintain the safety and qual ity of 

the water system.  
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Work to map ut i l i ty locat ion data into a Geographic 

Information System (GIS) in order to reduce t ime and 

resources devoted to locat ing l ines,  mains and valves 

in the event of a fa i lure.   
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Work to upgrading or replacement the City’s sewage 

lagoon within the next few years.   
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Construct a new, modern sanitar y sewer treatment 

faci l i ty next to the exist ing sewer lagoons within the 

next f ive years.   
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Monitor ut i l i ty rates and fees to ensure an adequate 

rate structure to suppor t future ut i l i ty investments.   
( W a ter  T r ea tment  a nd D i s t r i but i on )  

  

Work to replace cast  i ron gas l ine infrastructure with 

modern piping.  
( N a tu r a l  G a s )  

  

 |  PUBLIC UTILITIES 06 
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Ensure that stormwater infrastructure plans for new 

private residentia l  and commercial  development are 

reviewed by a qual i f ied City engineer.   
( Stor mwa ter  Ma na gement)  

  

Consider implementat ion of a stormwater ut i l i ty fee 

to create a dedicated funding source for future 

requirements.    
( Stor mwa ter  Ma na gement)  

  

Take a hol ist ic approach to managing stormwater 

through the development of a stormwater 

management plan.    
( Stor mwa ter  Ma na gement)  

  

Establ ish a long term goal to bur y overhead ut i l i t ies 

to reduce outages and minimize the impacts of storm 

related events.   
( E l ect r i c i ty )  

  

Work with School Board and local  industr y to expand 

f iber optic system.  
( C a bl e &  I n ter net  Ser v i ces )  

  

Consider implementat ion of in it iat ives such as “Fats ,  

Oil ,  & Grease Program” to help avoid future system 

blockages.   
( W a stew a ter  C ol l ect i on  a nd T r ea tment )  

1 8  6 - 1 1  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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“True public safety requires a collaboration 

between law enforcement and the community.” 

- Betsy Hodges 
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I NTROD UC T I O N    
 
T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  p r o v id e s  q u a l i t y  p o l i ce  a n d  f i r e  

p r o t e c t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i n co r p o r a t e d  a r e a s .   

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  E lm o r e  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’ s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  

T a l l a p oo sa  C o u n t y  S h e r r i f f ’ s  D e p a r t m e nt ,  E lm o r e  

C o u n t y  E M A a n d  T a l l a p o o sa  C o u n t y  E M A s e r v e  

T a l l a s see  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t io n .   Ov e r a l l  t h e r e  i s  

s t r o n g  co m m u n i t y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  p u b l i c  

s a f e t y  i n  t h e  C i t y .   T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  h a s  a d o p t e d  

t h e  h a z a r d  m i t i g a t i o n  p l a n s  f o r  E lm o r e  a n d  T a l l a p o o sa  

C o u n t i es .  C o p ie s  o f  t h o s e  Ha z a r d  M i t i g a t i on  P l a n s  a r e  

a v a i l ab le  a t  C i t y  Ha l l .   S t o r m  s h e l t e r s  a r e  l o ca t e d  

b e h in d  C i t y  Ha l l  f o r  co m m u n i t y  u s e .   

 
 P OLIC E  P ROTEC T I O N   
 

T h e  T a l l a s see  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t  i s  co m p r i s e d  o f  

t we n t y - o ne  f u l l  t im e  s wo r n  p o l i ce  o f f i ce r s .   T h e  s t a f f  

co n t a in s  o n e  ch i e f ,  o n e  ca p t a in ,  o n e  n a r co t i c s  o f f i ce r ,  

t h r e e  d e t e c t i v e s ,  o n e  s ch o o l  r e s o u r ce  o f f i ce r ,  a n d  

t we l v e  p a t r o l  o f f i ce r s .   Ad d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  

t wo  p a r t - t im e  co r r e c t i o n s  o f f i ce r s ,  f o u r  f u l l - t im e  

d i s p a t ch er s ,  o n e  p a r t - t im e  d i s p a t ch e r ,  o n e  r e co r d s  

c l e r k ,  a n d  o n e  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t .   T a b l e  1 3  

p r o v id e s  a  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  C i t y ’ s  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  

p e r s o n n e l .   T a l l a s see ’ s  r a t i o  o f  p a t r o l  o f f i ce r s  t o  

r e s id e nt s  i s  o n e  p a t r o l  o f f i ce r  ( P a t r o l  O f f i ce r s  a n d  

P a t r o l  S e r g e a n t s )  p e r  4 7 1  r e s id e n t s ,  b a s e d  o n  2 0 16  

AC S  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t im a t e .  Acco r d in g  t o  t h e  

I n t e r n a t io na l  A s s o c i a t io n  o f  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i ce  p u b l i s h e d  

d a t a ,  t h i s  i s  co n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  n a t io n a l  a v e r a g e  o f  

2 . 2  f u l l - t ime  o f f i ce r s  p e r  1 , 0 00  r e s id e n t s  f o r  s m a l l  

c i t i e s  o f  2 , 5 00 -9 ,999  r e s id e n t s .   

 

T a l l a s see ’ s  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t  i s  h o u s e d  w i t h in  t h e  o ld  

C i t y  Ha l l  B u i l d i n g  a t  2 1 4  B a r n e t t  B l v d .   T h e  T a l l a s se e  

P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a  s m a l l  j a i l  f a c i l i t y  u s e d  a s  a  

t e m p o r a r y  h o ld in g  f a c i l i t y  o n l y .  A l l  T a l l a s se e  i n m a t e s  

a r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  E lm o r e  C o u n t y  j a i l  f a c i l i t y  i n  

W e t u m p ka .  E lm o r e  C o u n t y ’ s  j a i l  f a c i l i t y  h a s  a  ca p a c i t y  

o f  2 3 2  i n m a t e s  a n d  a cco m m o d a t e s  b o t h  m a le  a n d  

f e m a le  i n m a t e s .  T a l l a s se e  P o l i ce  p r o v id e  l a w  

e n f o r ce m e nt  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s e r v i ce s  t o  a p p r o x im a t e ly  

5 , 657  r e s id e n t s  o v e r  a  1 2 .1  s q u a r e  m i l e  a r e a .   

B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  
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1 8  7 - 1  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

T h e  T a l l a s s e e  P o l i c e  
D e p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g  i s  
l o c a t e d  o n  B a r n e t t  B l v d  
i n  d o w n t o w n  T a l l a s s e e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Source |   

Central Alabama Regional Planning 

and Development Commission  



|  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  

I t  p r o v id e s  a l l  o f  t h e  s e r v i ce s  t y p i ca l l y  p r o v id e d  b y  a n y  m o d e r n ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  p o l i ce  

a g e n cy  a n d  t h o s e  s e r v i ce s  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l im i t e d  t o :   c r im in a l  a n d  t r a f f i c  l a w  

e n f o r ce m e nt ,  i n v e s t i ga t io n  o f  f e lo n y  a n d  m i s d e m e a no r  o f f e n s e s ,  i n v e s t ig a t i on  o f  

t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s ,  a n s we r i n g  ca l l s  f o r  s e r v i ce ,  p r o a c t i v e  p a t r o l  a n d  d e t e c t i o n  o f  c r im e ,  

p r o v i s io n  o f  s e cu r i t y  a n d  t r a f f i c  co n t r o l ,  co m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  a n d  f u n c t io n s ,  a s  we l l  a s  

h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r  s m a l l e r  i n c id e n t a l  d u t i e s .  
 

I n  2 0 17 ,  t h e  T a l l a s se e  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t  a n s we r e d  1 1 ,130  ca l l s  f o r  s e r v i ce ,  a r r e s t e d  

6 69  c r im in a l  o f f e n d e r s ,  m a d e  3 , 6 22  t r a f f i c  s t o p s ,  co m p le t e d  1 , 870  i n c id e n t / o f fe nse  

r e p o r t s ,  co m p le t e d  2 3 4  a cc id e n t  r e p o r t s ,  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  3 , 836  s e cu r i t y  ch e ck s .   

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  T a l l a s se e  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t  c lo s e d  1 3 0  ca s e s ,  im p o u n d e d  1 4 5  

we a p o n s ,  a n d  co m p le t e d  1 6 7  n a r co t i c s  s e i z u r es .  C r im e  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  h a s  

r e m a in e d  r e l a t i v e l y  co n s t a n t  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  5  y e a r s ,  a c co r d in g  t o  A l a b a m a  La w  

E n f o r ce m e nt  ( ALE A )  d a t a .  

 |  PUBLIC SAFETY  07 

Year Homicide Rape Robbery Assault Burglary Larceny
Vehicle 

Theft
TOTAL

2016 0 3 5 30 53 210 23 324

2015 0 6 7 44 74 248 21 400

2014 0 4 0 30 78 182 18 312

2013 0 * 1 66 86 203 7 363

2012 1 2 3 59 82 198 12 357

Table 14

Tallassee Reported Part I Offenses

*Data unavailable

Source: Alabama Criminal Justice Information Center and Alabama Law Enforcement Agency – Crime in Alabama 

Report

7  8 0  

Quantity 

1

1

1

3

1

12

1

2

1

4

1

Source: Tallassee Police Department

 Dispatcher 

 Dispatch Supervisor/ Records Clerk 

 Administrative Assistant 

 Narcotics

 Detective 

 School Resource

 Patrol Officer

 Animal Control 

 Corrections (Part Time) 

Table 13

Police Department Personnel Data 

Position 

 Chief 

 Captain
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T h e  T a l l a s see  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t  o wn s  a l l  o f  t h e  

e m e r g e n cy /p a t r o l  e q u ip m e n t  t o  o u t f i t  t h e i r  p a t r o l  

c a r s  ( l i g h t s ,  r a d io s ,  r a d a r  u n i t s ,  e t c . )  a n d  i s  co m m i t t e d  

t o  t h e  m a in t e n a n ce ,  a n d  p r o p e r  u s a g e ,  o f  v e h i c l e s  a n d  

e q u ip m e nt  t o  e x t e n d  s e r v i ce  l i f e .   Ho we v e r ,  i t  s h o u ld  

b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  s p a n  o f  a  p a t r o l  c a r  i s  n o t  

t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  l i f e s p a n  o f  a  f a m i l y  ca r .    

 

P a t r o l  c a r s ,  b y  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  wo r k  p e r f o r m e d ,  a r e  

s u b j e c t ed  t o  e x t r e m e  e n d s  o f  t h e  d r i v i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  

o n  o n e  e n d  h ig h  s p e e d  d r i v i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  ca l l s  

a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  l o n g  h o u r s  o f  i d l i n g .  

 

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a in t a in s  a  f l e e t  o f  1 7  v e h i c l e s  ( ca r s ,  

S U V s ,  co m m a n d  p o s t ,  t a c t i c a l  v e h i c l e s ,  e t c . ) ,  t h e  

m a jo r i t y  o f  wh i ch  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n  y e a r s  o ld ,  

i n c l u d in g  f i v e  F o r d  C r o wn  V i c t o r i a  p a t r o l  c a r s  a n d  

t h r e e  F o r d  E s ca p e  d e t e c t i v e  ca r s  p u r ch a s e d  i n  2 0 11 .    

E v e r y  cu r r e n t  f u l l  t im e  o f f i ce r  s h a r e s  a  v e h i c l e  w i t h  

h i s / he r  co u n t e r p a r t  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s h i f t .  T h e  P o l i ce  

D e p a r t m en t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  f o r m a l i z ed  v e h i c l e  

r e p l a ce m en t  p l a n  i n  p l a ce .   T h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  p r o ce s s  o f  

e s t a b l i sh in g  a  r e g u l a r  r e p l a ce m e n t  p l a n  t o  u p d a t e  t h e  

f l e e t  t o  im p r o v e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d  d e p e n d a b i l i t y .   A t  t h i s  

t im e ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  p o l i ce  d e p a r t m e n t  v e h i c l e s  a r e  i n  

f a i r  t o  p o o r  co n d i t i o n  d u e  t o  l a ck  o f  n e w  v e h i c l e  

p u r ch a s e s  i n  r e ce n t  y e a r s .   

 

D i s p a tch  s e r v i ce s  f o r  T a l l a s se e  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e nt ,  

T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  a n d  E m e r g e n cy  M e d i ca l  

T r a n s p o r t a t i on  a r e  p r o v id e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  P o l i ce  

D e p a r t m en t .   M u ch  o f  t h e  e q u ip m e n t  o f  t h e  p o l i ce  

d e p a r t m e nt  a n d  d i s p a t ch  i s  a g in g  a n d  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  

u p g r a d e s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  r e ce n t l y  u p g r a d e d  i t s  

co m m u n i ca t io n s  s y s t e m  a n d  a cq u i r e d  t h r e e  n e w  p a t r o l  

v e h i c l e s  t o  r e p l a ce  a g in g  e q u ip m e n t .  

  

A d e t a i l e d  a cco u n t  o f  t h e  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  v e h i c l e s  

a n d  e q u ip m e n t  i s  s h o wn  i n  T a b l e  1 5 .  

 

1 8  

A  T a l l a s s e e  P o l i c e  p a t r o l  c a r  
r e s t i n g  i n  a  c o m m e r c i a l  
s e c t i o n  o f  d o w n t o w n .   
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Pol i ce D epa r tment  Future P l a ns  a nd Needs   
 
T h e  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  o f  t h e  T a l l a s se e  P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e nt  wa n t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  co n t i n u e  

t o  p r o v id e  t o p  n o t ch ,  p r o f e s s io na l  a n d  co u r t e o u s  l a w  e n f o r ce m e n t  s e r v i ce s  b a s e d  o n  

a  p a r a d ig m  o f  co m m u n i t y  p o l i c i n g  a n d  p r o b le m  s o l v i n g .   T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  i n  n e e d  

o f  n e w  t e ch n o lo g y ,  p r im a r i l y  d i s p a t ch  s o f t wa r e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p o l i ce ,  f i r e ,  a n d  E M S  

s e r v i ces  o f  T a l l a s see .  Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  p o l i ce  d e p a r t m e n t  co u ld  u s e  u p d a t e d  b o d y  

a r m o r  e q u ip m e n t  t o  r e p l a ce  a g in g  e q u ip m e n t .   

F IR E  P ROTEC T I O N   
 
T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  wa s  f o u n d e d  a r o u n d  1 9 63  b y  v o lu n t e e r s  wh o  s a w  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  a n  o r g a n i z e d  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  p l a n  a n d  t h e  s e r v i ce s  a r e  ca r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h i s  d a y  b y  

d e d i ca t e d  v o lu n t e e r s  wh o  a r e  o n l y  p a id  o n  a  p e r  ca l l  b a s i s .  T h e i r  r e s p o n s e  a r e a  

co v e r s  p a r t s  o f  E lm o r e ,  S o u t h e r n  T a l l a p o o sa ,  a n d  N o r t h e r n  M a co n  C o u n t i e s .   

T a l l a s see  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  v o lu n t e e r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  wh o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  m u t u a l  a id  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e m ,  t h e y  i n c l u d in g :  F r i e n d s h ip  V o lu n t e e r  F i r e  

D e p a r t m en t ,  a p p r o x im a t e l y  5  m i l e s  we s t  o f  T a l l a s se e ;  R e e l t o wn  V o lu n t e e r  F i r e  

D e p a r t m en t ,  a p p r o x im a t e l y  3  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  T a l l a s see ;  R e d  H i l l  V o lu n t e e r  F i r e  

D e p a r t m en t ,  a p p r o x im a t e l y  7  m i l e s  n o r t h we s t  o f  T a l l a s see ;  a n d  F r a n k l i n  V o lu n t e e r  

F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a p p r o x im at e ly  1 0  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  T a l l a s se e .  I n  2 0 17 ,  t h e  

T a l l a s see  V o lu n t e e r  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  r e s p o n d e d  t o  3 0 5  f i r e  ca l l s .  

 
T h e  T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  m a in t a in s  a  cu r r e n t  I n s u r a n ce  S e r v i ce s  O f f i ce  ( I S O )  

r a t i n g  o f  3 .   T h i s  r a t i n g  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  1 -  9  s co r i n g  s y s t e m  w i t h  1  b e in g  t h e  b e s t  

r a t i n g  p o s s ib l e .   H ig h e r  I S O  r a t i n g s  ca n  n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t  co m m e r c i a l  a n d  r e s id e n t i a l  

p r o p e r t y  i n s u r a n ce  p r e m iu m s  i n  a  c i t y .    

7  

Vehicle/Equipment # Year Make/Model Condition

Detective Vehicle 1 2002  Ford Explorer Fair

School Resource Vehicle 1 2018  Dodge Durango Excellent 

Detective Car 1 2007  Chevrolet Impala Poor 

Patrol Car 5 2011  Ford Crown Victoria Fair

Narcotics Vehicle 1 2006  Dodge Charger Fair

Animal Control Vehicle 1 1999
 Chevrolet Silverado 

1500 
Poor

Detective's Vehicle 3 2011  Ford Escape Fair

Jail Transport Vehicle 1 2004  Dodge Ram 1500 Fair

Chief's Vehicle 1 2015  Dodge Charger Excellent 

Patrol Vehicle 2 2017  Dodge Charger Excellent 

Table 15

Police Department Vehicles and Equipment 

Source: Tallassee Police Department
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I S O  r a t i n g s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  wa t e r  s u p p l y ,  t y p e  a n d  

co n d i t i o n  o f  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  e q u ip m e n t ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n ce  o f  a  b u i l d i n g / f i r e  co d e  

a n d  p r o p e r l y  q u a l i f i e d  i n s p e c t io n ,  e d u ca t io n  a n d  f i r e  

p r e v e n t io n  p e r s o n n e l .   A l s o ,  b a r r i e r s  s u ch  a s  r a i lwa y s  

a n d  wa t e r wa y s  ca n  i n c r e a s e  r e s p o n s e  t im e s  a n d  r a i s e  

t h e  I S O  r a t i n g  i n  a n y  g i v e n  m u n i c ip a l i t y .    

 

C u r r e n t  I S O  r e g u l a t i o ns  r e q u i r e  t h a t  f i r e  p e r s o n n e l  

co n d u c t i n g  i n s p e c t io ns  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t io ns ,  a s  we l l  a s  

t h o s e  p r o v id in g  e d u ca t io n  a n d  f i r e  p r e v e n t ion  

d e t a i l s ,  h a v e  ce r t a i n  ce r t i f i c a t i o ns  wh i ch  a r e  

m a in t a in ed  t h r o u g h  co n t i n u in g  e d u ca t io n  f o r  t h e s e  

d u t i e s .   

 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  t h r e e  f i r e  s t a t i o n s :  

S t a t i o n  1  l o ca t e d  a t  1 2 3  N o r t h  An n  Av e n u e  i n  

D o wn t o wn  T a l l a s se e ,  S t a t i o n  2  l o ca t e d  a t  1 1 8  

W a s h in g to n  S t r e e t  i n  E a s t  T a l l a s see ,  a n d  S t a t i o n  3  

l o ca t e d  a t  1 3 9  T w in  C r e e k s  D r i v e  i n  t h e  T a l l a s see  

I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t h r e e  f i r e  s t a t i o n s ,  

T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  m a n a g e s  a  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  

l o ca t e d  a t  1 4 4  T w in  C r e e k s  D r i v e ,  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  

f r o m  S t a t i o n  3  i n  T a l l a s se e  I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k .   

 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o v id in g  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  

r e s id e nt s  o f  T a l l a s se e ,  t h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f f e r s  a  

p o r t a b l e  f i r e  s a f e t y  u n i t  f o r  p u b l i c  a n d  s ch o o l  

e d u ca t io n ,  p r o v id e s  C P R  a n d  o t h e r  s a f e t y  e d u ca t io n  

t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  a n s we r s  m u t u a l  a id  ca l l s  f r o m  

s u r r o u n d in g  f i r e  d i s t r i c t s  o n  a n  a s  n e e d e d  b a s i s .  

 

T h e  T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  i s  a  v o lu n t e e r  f i r e  

d e p a r t m e nt  t h a t  h a s  a  r o s t e r  o f  a p p r o x im at e ly  3 4  

v o lu n t e e r s .  D u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  t h r e e  f i r e f i g h t e r s  a r e  

p a id  p a r t  t im e  t o  m a n  F i r e  S t a t i o n  1 ,  t o  im p r o v e  

r e s p o n se  t im e s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  T a l l a s se e  V o lu n t e e r  

F i r e  F ig h t e r s  a r e  p a id  o n  a  p e r - ca l l  s y s t e m .  T h e y  

r e ce i v e d  $ 2 0  p e r  ca l l  t h e y  r e s p o n d  t o  a n d  $ 1 0  p e r  

t r a i n i n g  s e s s io n  o r  co m m u n i t y  e v e n t .   Ap p r o x im a t e ly  

o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o lu n t e e r  f i r e  f i g h t e r s  

wo r k  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  j o b s ,  a p p r o x im at e l y  o n e - t h i r d  

wo r k  f u l l - t im e  f o r  o t h e r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  

( M o n t g o me r y ,  Au b u r n ,  F o r t  B e n n in g ,  e t c . )  a n d  t h e  

r e m a in ing  o n e - t h i r d  wo r k  i n  p u b l i c  s e r v i ce ,  a r e  

r e t i r e d ,  o r  d o  n o t  wo r k .  T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  

h a s  m u t u a l  a id  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  s u r r o u n d in g  f i r e  

d e p a r t m e nt s  a n d  u s e s  t h o s e  m u t u a l  a id  a g r e e m e n t s  

r e g u l a r l y  t o  h a v e  e n o u g h  f i r e  f i g h t e r s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  

n e e d s .   

 

1 8  

F i r e  S t a t i o n s  N o . 1 ,  N o .  2 ,  
N o . 3   a n d  T a l l a s s e e ’ s  F i r e  
T r a i n i n g  F a c i l i t y .   

 

Image Source |  

Central Alabama Regional Planning and 

Development Commission 

Google.com 
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Op t im a l l y ,  t h e  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  wo u ld  h a v e  a  v o lu n t e e r  r o s t e r  o f  f i f t y  v o lu n t e e r s .  F i f t y  

v o lu n t e e r  f i r e  f i g h t e r s  wo u ld  r e d u ce  o r  e l im in a t e  t h e  u s e  o f  a r e a  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  

e x ce p t  f o r  l a r g e  f i r e s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  p r o v id e s  t r a i n i n g  f o r  i t s  e m p lo y e e s  

( v o lu n t ee r s )  t h r o u g h  t h e  T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  wh i ch  i s  

e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e  A l a b a m a  F i r e  C o l l e g e .  T h e  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  i s  a l s o  o p e n e d  t o  o t h e r  

f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o n  a n  a s  r e q u e s t e d  b a s i s .  T a l l a s see  F i r e f i g h t e r s  a r e  co n t i n u o u s l y  

t r a i n i n g  t o  m a in t a in  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ’ s  e f f i c i e n cy  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  we l l - b e in g  o f  t h e  

co m m u n i t y .    

 

I S O  r a t i n g s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  wa t e r  s u p p l y ,  t y p e  a n d  co n d i t i o n  o f  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  

e q u ip m e nt ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n ce  o f  a  b u i l d i n g / f i r e  co d e  a n d  

p r o p e r l y  q u a l i f i e d  i n s p e c t io n ,  e d u ca t io n  a n d  f i r e  p r e v e n t io n  p e r s o n n e l .   A l s o ,  b a r r i e r s  

s u ch  a s  r a i lwa y s  a n d  wa t e r wa y s  ca n  i n c r e a s e  r e s p o n s e  t im e s  a n d  r a i s e  t h e  I S O  r a t i n g  

i n  a n y  g i v e n  m u n i c ip a l i t y .    

 

T h e  T a l l a s see  F i r e  D e p a r t m e nt  i s  p a r t i a l l y  f u n d e d  b y  a n  E lm o r e  C o u n t y  F i r e  S e r v i ce  

F e e .  T h i s  f e e  i s  im p o s e d  o n  a l l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  r e s id e n t ia l  a n d  co m m e r c i a l ,  i n  E lm o r e  

C o u n t y  a n d  f u n d s  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  e q u ip m e n t ,  t r u ck s ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  

E lm o r e  C o u n t y  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  s e r v i ce  f e e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  f i r e  s e r v i ce  a c r o s s  t h e  co u n t y  

i n  t h e  l a t e  9 0 s .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  s e r v i ce  f e e  i s  im p o s e d  o n  p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h in  t h e  T a l l a s see  

F i r e  D i s t r i c t ,  wh i ch  i n c l u d e s  p a r t s  o f  E lm o r e ,  T a l l a p o o sa  a n d  M a co n  C o u n t i e s .   T h e  

s e r v i ce  f e e  i s  cu r r e n t l y  a n  a n n u a l  f e e  o f  $ 5 0  f o r  r e s id e n t i a l  a n d  $ 1 00  f o r  co m m e r c i a l  

p r o p e r t y .   T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s see  a l s o  co n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  f u n d in g  o f  t h e  T a l l a s se e  F i r e  

D e p a r t m en t ,  p r im a r i l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  f u n d in g  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  co s t s  o f  t h e  f i r e  

d e p a r t m e nt ,  i n c l u d in g  p e r s o n n e l  co s t s  a n d  b u i l d i n g  m a in t e n a n ce  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s .   

 

Quantity 

1

2

3

3

1

20

4

Source: Tallassee Fire Department

 Lieutenant 

 Driver

 Firefighter / Driver

 Firefighter 

 Captain 

Table 16

Fire Department Personnel Data 

Position 

 Fire Chief 

 Assistant Chief

7  

T h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a  r e p l a ce m e n t  p l a n  f o r  f i r e  t r u ck s .  T h e  f l e e t  cu r r e n t l y  

i n c l u d e s :  f i v e  p u m p e r  t r u ck s ,  o n e  l a d d e r  t r u ck ,  o n e  b r u s h  t r u ck ,  o n e  r e s cu e  b o a t ,  o n e  

m a s s  ca s u a l t y  t r a i l e r  a n d  t wo  a d m in i s t ra t i ve  v e h i c l e s .   Ap p r o x im a t e l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  

f i r e f i g h te r s  a r e  E M T / E MS t r a i n e d  a n d  ce r t i f i e d ,  p r im a r i l y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  f u l l - t ime  

p r o f e s s ion s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t ’ s  r a t i o  o f  v o lu n t e e r  f i r e f i g h t e r s  t o  r e s id e n t s ,  

a p p r o x ima te ly  o n e  f i r e f i g h t e r  p e r  1 5 0  r e s id e n t s ,  i s  m u ch  g r e a t e r  t h e  n a t io n a l  

s t a n d a r d  o f  o n e  f i r e f i g h t e r  p e r  o n e  t h o u s a n d  r e s id e n t s .   

  

A d e t a i l e d  a cco u n t  o f  t h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  v e h i c l e s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  

T a b le  1 7 .  
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T a l l a s see ’ s  f i r e f i g h t e r s  h a v e  wo r k e d  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  

im p r o v e  t h e  C i t y ’ s  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i ce s  a n d  t o  

r e d u ce  t h e  C i t y ’ s  I S O  r a t i n g  t o  I S O  3  a n d  t h e y  a r e  

co m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v id in g  t h e  h ig h e s t  s t a n d a r d  o f  f i r e  

s a f e t y  t o  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .   T o  t h a t  e n d ,  i t  i s  

r e co m m e n d ed  t h a t  co m m u n i ca t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  f o r  b o t h  

t h e  f i r e  a n d  p o l i ce  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  b e  r e g u l a r l y  

m o n i t o r e d  t o  e n s u r e  e q u ip m e n t  m e e t s  m o s t  cu r r e n t  

s t a n d a r ds  n e ce s s a r y .  

  

O t h e r  i s s u e s  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  

p e r f o r m  t h e i r  d u t i e s  e f f i c i e n t l y  i n c l u d e  l o ca t i o n s  o f  

f i r e  s t a t i o n s ,  s t a g in g  o f  e q u ip m e n t  t h a t  i s  m o s t  

co n v e n ien t  t o  f i r e  f i g h t e r s ,  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

v o lu n t e e r s .   

  

T h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e co m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  

co n t i n u e  t o  i n s t a l l  n e w  f i r e  h y d r a n t s  i n  v a r i o u s  

l o ca t i o n s  a n d  co n t i n u e  t o  u p g r a d e  t h e  wa t e r  s y s t e m  

p ip in g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C i t y  wh i l e  wo r k in g  w i t h  t h e  

U t i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r e s s u r e  i n  n e e d e d  

a r e a s .  A l s o ,  t h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  e n co u r a g e s  t h e  C i t y  

t o  u p d a t e  a n d  e n f o r ce  b u i l d i n g  co d e s  a n d  s u b d i v i s io n  

r e g u l a t io n s  t o  e n s u r e  n e w  d e v e lo p m e nt s  m e e t  o r  

e x ce e d  l o ca l  f i r e  co d e s .  

      |  PUBLIC SAFETY    
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1 8  

Vehicle/Equipment # Year Make/Model Condition

Pumper Truck 1 2008  KME Good

Pumper Truck 1 2003  KME Good

Pumper Truck 1 2017  KME Excellent 

Pumper Truck 1 1998  E-One Fair

Pumper Truck 1 1976
 American Fire  

Apparatus 
Fair

Ladder Truck 1 2013  Rosenbauer Good

Brush Truck 1 2000  Chevy Silverado Good

Staff Truck 1 2017  Chevy Silverado Excellent 

Chief Truck 1 2018  Chevy Tahoe Excellent 

Rescue Boat 2 2006  Zodiac Good 

Mass Casuality Trailer 1 2006 Good 

Rehab Trailer 1 2007 Good

Table 17 

Fire Department Vehicles and Equipment 

Source: Tallassee Fire Department

7 - 7  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

A  C i t y  f i r e  t r u c k  d u r i n g  o n e  
o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  m a n y  
e v e n t s .   

 

Image Source |  

Google.com 

 



Continue to upgrade communicat ions hardware and 

sof tware to ser ve the pol ice,  f i re ,  and EMS.  
( P ubl i c  Sa fety )  

  
Upgrade body armor and safety equipment as the 

Pol ice Depar tment works to replace aging and 

defic ient equipment.    
( P ol i ce F u tu r e N eeds)    

  
Continue to instal l  new f ire hydrants throughout the 

City in conjunct ion with Uti l i ty Depar tment to 

increase needed water pressure and hydrant 

rel iabi l i ty.    
( F i r e  D epa r tment  F u tu r e N eeds)  

  
Continue to recruit  addit ional volunteer f i re f ighters 

to reduce the number of cal ls for  mutual a id.   
( F i r e  D epa r tment )  

 |  PUBLIC SAFETY 07 
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“Nature gives to every time and season some 

beauties of its own.” 

- Charles Dickens 
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2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   

RECREATION   

+ SENIOR SERVICES 



P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



I NTROD UC TI O N    
 
P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  s e r v i ce s  p l a y  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  

e n h a n c in g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  a  c i t y ’ s  r e s id e n t s .  

T h e s e  s e r v i ce s  i n c r e a s e  a  co m m u n i t y ’ s  e co n o m ic  

v a lu e ;  e n r i ch  h e a l t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  b e n e f i t s ;  a n d  

e n h a n ce  a n  a r e a ’ s  s o c i a l  im p o r t a n ce .  N o t a b l e  b e n e f i t s  

o f  a  s t r o n g  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  p r o g r a m  in c lu d e :  
 

B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  

 

        |  R E C R E AT I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S   
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• An  im p r o v e d  l o ca l  t a x  b a s e  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  

p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s .  

• Qu a l i t y  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e  c i t e d  a s  o n e  o f  

t h e  t o p  t h r e e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  b u s in e sse s  c i t e  i n  

r e lo ca t i o n  d e c i s i o n s  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d i e s .  

• P a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i ce s  

co n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  ch i l d r e n ,  y o u t h ,  

a d u l t s ,  a n d  s e n io r s .  

• P a r k s  a r e  a  t a n g ib l e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  

l i f e  i n  a  co m m u n i t y .  T h e y  p r o v id e  i d e n t i t y  f o r  

c i t i z e n s  a n d  a r e  a  m a jo r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  p e r ce p t io n  

o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  a  g i v e n  co m m u n i t y .  1  

T h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  cu r r e n t l y  m a in t a in s  

a p p r o x ima te ly  ­ ­ 4 6  a c r e s  o f  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h in  t h e  c i t y  l im i t s .  R e s id e n t s  a l s o  h a v e  

n e a r b y  a cce s s  t o  S t a t e ,  N a t io n a l ,  a n d  p r i v a t e l y  

m a in t a in ed  p a r k  l a n d  a n d  m u l t i - u se  t r a i l  f a c i l i t i e s  

s u ch  a s  t h e  W in d  C r e e k  S t a t e  P a r k  a n d  t h e  Y a t e s  La k e  

F o r e v e r  W i ld  W i ld l i f e  R e f u g e .  C i t y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  a  r i v e r  wa l k ,  n a t u r e  t r a i l s ,  b a l l  f i e l d s ,  

a  m u n i c ip a l  s w im m in g  p o o l ,  a n d  t e n n i s  co u r t s .  

C i t i ze ns  v i e w  t h e s e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  v i t a l  t o  

q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  T a l l a s se e ’ s  l a r g e s t  c r o wd -

d r a w in g  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  s p o r t s  a n d  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  l o ca l  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce s .  

E q u ip p e d  w i t h  t h i s  k n o w le d g e ,  C i t y  o f f i c i a l s  b e g a n  t o  

e x p lo r e  wa y s  t o  e n h a n ce  t h e  r o l e  p a r k s  p l a y  i n  a  

h e a l t h y ,  l i v a b l e  a n d  b a l a n ce d  c i t y  wh i l e  r e co g n i z i n g  

t h a t  p r e s e r v i ng  l a n d  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  

a  p r i o r i t y .    

1 8  

E X IS T ING  C OND IT IO NS   
 

C i ty -Ma na ged P roper t i es   
 
Veterans Park:  This 0.5-acre park is within short distance 

of Tallassee City Hall ,  Tallassee Community Library, and 

East Tallassee United Methodist Church. It features a 

memorial dedicated to eight Army soldiers and Marines 

who died in the Vietnam War.  

V e t e r a n s  P a r k  M e m o r i a l  

 

 

Image Source |  

Central Alabama Regional Planning and 

Development Commission 

8 - 1  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  



 |  RECREATION + SENIOR SERVICES  08 
Bell Park:  Bell Park has been a benchmark in the Tallassee 

community for many years. The city -owned 1.60 park is 

located at the intersection of Friendship Road and Gilmer 

Avenue. Within the last decade, it has become a popular 

venue for several local events.  
  
Lake Talisi Natural Area:  The riverwalk trailhead begins 

on Lake Tallassee Drive; it stretches through adjacent 

forestry, culminating at a boardwalk along the river. The 

trail was designed to accommodate persons of all ages and 

physical levels. It is also connected to pedestrian/bike 

paths that extend out toward Knox Street and Gilmer 

Avenue.  

 

Pa r ks +  Recrea t i on   Ma na ged P roper t i es   
 

Tallassee Parks & Recreation Softball Complex: The 

Softball Complex is Tallassee’s largest and most popular 

recreational facil ity. It features four softball f ields, on 

approximately 25.9 acres, and hosts a signif icant number 

of families every baseball and softball season.   
 
Municipal Swimming Pool & Dixie Youth Baseball Field: 

The Tallassee Public Swimming Pool and Dixie Youth 

Baseball Fields sit on 6.35 acres of land along 7th Street 

and Riverside Avenue. The pool was opened in the 1950s 

and since then, it has been maintained by the City’s Parks 

and Recreation Department as a treasured amenity of the 

community .  
  
Tallassee Housing Authority Playground:  A community 

park of approximately 0.8 acres adjacent to the Tallassee 

Housing Authority.  

 

Funtastic Fort:  This 4.07-acre park is located within close 

proximity to the Tallassee Senior and Community Center. It 

features a wooden fort-like playground, a pavil ion, and a 

gazebo.  

 

Tallassee Recreation Center:  This facil ity houses the 

offices of the parks and recreation staff .   It also provides 

members of the community center access to a weight room 

and a multipurpose room.  

  

City Tennis Courts: Tallassee’s tennis courts, located on 

Riverside Ave, rest on 0.53 acres of land nestled in a quiet 

east Tallassee neighborhood. They are within walking 

distance of the Municipal Swimming Pool and Dixie Youth 

Fields.  

 

 
  
 

 

7  

M a y o r  J o h n n y  H a m m o c k  
t h r o w s  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  o n  
B a s e b a l l  O p e n i n g  D a y  a t  t h e  
D i x i e  Y o u t h  F i e l d s .  ( 2 0 1 7 )  

Image Source |  

Tallasseetimes.com 

CARPDC 

F u n t a s t i c  F o r t  i n  C a r r v i l l e  
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 Babe Ruth Fields: Located near the Tallassee Municipal 

Airport is a 5-acre recreational facil ity that is used for 

baseball ,  softball ,  kickball ,  and soccer. It was once the 

city’s predominately used sports venue until the Softball 

Complex was completed.  

  
C.W. Mullins Park: This memorial park was established to 

honor beloved community member Carl Wayne Mullins. 

The lot in which the park sits is the former site of the East 

Tallassee Recreation Center and Theatre.  

 

T h e  T a l l a s see  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  D e p a r t m e n t  

cu r r e n t l y  e m p lo y s  5  f u l l  t im e  a n d  1  p a r t - t i m e  

p e r s o n n e l  a n d  a p p r o x im a t e ly  2 0  t o  2 5  s e a s o n a l  

p e r s o n n e l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  v e r y  

u n d e r s t a f f ed ,  e v e n  m o r e  s o  d u r i n g  t h e  b u s i e s t  s e a s o n s  

o f  t h e  y e a r .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  cu r r e n t  f u l l - t im e  p e r s o n n e l  

t a k in g  o n  m u l t i p l e  r o l e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  

t h e  co m m u n i t y  a r e  b e in g  m e t .  T h e  f o l l o w in g  t a b l e  

s h o ws  a  b r e a k d o wn  o f  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  

      |  RECREATION + SENIOR SERVICES  
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P r i va tel y  Ma na ged P roper t i es   
 

McKenzie’s Gameroom: Tallassee’s natural wildlife 

museum that features over 25 different species of animals.  
  
Monster Mountain MX Park: A privately owned 200-acre 

motocross park located off of Burt Mill Road, just outside 

the city l imits.  
  
Yates & Thurlow Fishing: An Alabama Power supported 

project with river access located just off of Lower 

Tuskegee Road. 

8 9  

Quantity 

1

1

1

2

1

20-25

Source: Tallassee Police Department

 Maintenance Staff Full Time 

 Support Staff P/T - Year Round 

 Part Time Seasonal 

Table 18

Parks & Recreation and Senior Services Department 

Personnel Data

Position 

 P + R Director 

 P + R Office Manager 

 Recreation Programs    Coordinator 

8 - 3 C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

C . W .  M u l l i n s  p a r k  w a s  
c r e a t e d  t o  h o n o r  a  
t r e a s u r e d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
T a l l a s s e e  c o m m u n i t y .  

Image Source |  

Central Alabama Regional Planning 

and Development Commission  
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Boa rd of  Educa t i on  Ma na ged P roper t i es   
 
Southside Middle School Fields: Tallassee’s Middle 

School has two fields on its campus –  one baseball f ield 

and one softball f ield. E.B. Payne Sr. Drive is the main 

access road for these facil it ies.  
  
J.E. “Hot” O’Brien Stadium: The J.E. O’Brien Stadium is 

next to the Tallassee Career Center off of Gilmer Avenue.  

It is the hub for both fall and spring sports for the high 

school as well as select major events for the community.   

 

T o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v id e  a n  a b u n d a n ce  o f  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  co m m u n i t y  t o  s t a y  a c t i v e .  I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  co n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  m a in t e n a nce  o f  

T a l l a s see ’ s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  

D e p a r t m en t  s p o n s o r s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  y o u t h  a n d  a d u l t  

s p o r t s  p r o g r a m s .  I t  a l s o  h o s t s  l o w  im p a c t  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  

T a l l a s see ’ s  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  s u ch  a s  a e r o b i c s .  T h e  

M u n i c ip a l  S o f t b a l l  C o m p le x ,  t h e  c i t y ’ s  l a r g e s t  a n d  

m o s t  u s e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e n u e ,  d r a ws  i n  s i g n i f i c an t  

c r o wd s  d u r i n g  y o u t h  b a s e b a l l  a n d  s o f t b a l l  

t o u r n a m e nt s .   

 
I n  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  a l l  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t o p  

wo r k in g  o r d e r ,  t h e  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  D e p a r t m e n t  

h a s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  v e h i c l e s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t  a s  s h o wn  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w in g  t a b l e .   
 
 

Vehicle/Equipment # Year Make/Model Condition

 Truck 1 1996  Dodge Dakota Poor

 Truck 1 1999  F350 Poor

 Truck 1 2000  Ford Ranger XLT Poor

 Tractor 1   CC Tractor 7195 Poor

 Tractor 1 2015  Kubota HSD B2301 Good 

 Loader 1 2015  Kubota Loader LA 434 Good 

 Mower 1   Husqvarna P-ZT60 Good 

 Mower 2   Cub Cadet 7195 Fair

Table 19

Parks & Recreation Vehicles and Equipment 

Source: Parks & Recreation Department 

Ha l f  o f  t h e  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t ’ s  v e h i c l e s  

a r e  i n  f a i r  t o  p o o r  co n d i t i o n .  T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  co n s id e r  

c r e a t i n g  a  p l a n  t o  a d d r e s s  u p d a t i n g  t h e  c i t y ’ s  v e h i c l e s  

a n d  e q u ip m e n t  a s  t h e s e  t o o l s  a r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  

m a in t a in in g  t h e  co m m u n i t y ’ s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a s s e t s .   
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O ’ B r i e n  S t a d i u m  i s  o n e  o f  
t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  v e n u e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  C i t y ’ s  
h o m e c o m i n g  c e l e b r a t i o n .  
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ATHLET IC  P ROG R AMS   
 
T a l l a s see  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  cu r r e n t l y  o f f e r s  s e v e r a l  

y o u t h  a t h l e t i c  p r o g r a m s  i n c lu d in g  b a s e b a l l ,  s o f t b a l l ,  

b a s k e t ba l l ,  s w im m in g ,  s o cce r ,  a n d  a r ch e r y  o n  a  

s e a s o na l  b a s i s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a d u l t  b a s k e t b a l l ,  co e d  

s o f t b a l l  a n d  co e d  v o l l e y b a l l .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  

b e l i e ve  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  t h e s e  l e a g u e s  i s  

p r o j e c t e d  t o  g r o w  w i t h  t h e  co m m u n i t y  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  

f e w  y e a r s .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  c i t y ’ s  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  

t o  a cco m m o d a t e  t h i s  g r o wt h  a s  we l l  a s  n e w  r e c r e a t io n  

p r o g r a m s  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n t r o d u ce s .  S t u d i e s  

h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  d i v e r s i t y  i n  a v a i l a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  r a n k s  h ig h  i n  a  f a m i l y ’ s  ch o i ce  l o ca t e  i n  

a  co m m u n i t y .  

 

I n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e s e  s e r v i ce s ,  

T a l l a s see  s h o u ld  b e g in  d e v e lo p ing  m o r e  a d u l t  a n d  

y o u t h  r e c r e a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  b a l a n ce  a t h l e t i c s ,  

f i t n e s s ,  a n d  cu l t u r e .   T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  g r e a t  e x a m p le s  

o f  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  p r o g r a m s  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  a c r o s s  

t h e  S t a t e .  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  A l a b a m a  r e g io n  

h a v e  c r e a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n  i n i t i a t i ve s  ce n t e r e d  o n  

t e ch n o lo g y ,  co g n i t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  s u ch  a s  p l a y in g  ch e s s ,  

co o k in g  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  k a y a k in g /can o e in g .  I n co r p o r a t i n g  

m o r e  d i v e r s e  l o w  a n d  h ig h  im p a c t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  co m m u n i t y  w i l l  b e co m e  a  

d e m a n d  a n d ,  o v e r  t im e ,  e f f o r t s  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  t o  

i n t e g r a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  

p r o g r a m .  
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S ENIOR  S ER V IC ES  P ROG R AM S   
 
T a l l a s see  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  cu r r e n t l y  o f f e r s  s e v e r a l  

y o u t h  a t h l e t i c  p r o g r a m s  i n c lu d in g  b a s e b a l l ,  s o f t b a l l ,  

b a s k e t ba l l ,  s w im m in g ,  s o cce r ,  a n d  a r ch e r y  o n  a  

s e a s o na l  b a s i s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a d u l t  b a s k e t b a l l ,  co e d  

s o f t b a l l  a n d  co e d  v o l l e y b a l l .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  

b e l i e ve  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  t h e s e  l e a g u e s  i s  

p r o j e c t e d  t o  g r o w  w i t h  t h e  co m m u n i t y  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  

f e w  y e a r s .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  c i t y ’ s  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  

t o  a cco m m o d a t e  t h i s  g r o wt h  a s  we l l  a s  n e w  r e c r e a t io n  

p r o g r a m s  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n t r o d u ce s .  S t u d i e s  

h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  d i v e r s i t y  i n  a v a i l a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  r a n k s  h ig h  i n  a  f a m i l y ’ s  ch o i ce  l o ca t e  i n  

a  co m m u n i t y .  

 

“ I t  i s  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  
S e n i o r  S e r v i c e s  
D e p a r t m e n t  t o  
p r o v i de  s e r v i c e s  s o  
t h a t  o l d e r  p e r s o n s  
c a n  l i v e  l i v e s  o f  
d i g n i t y  a n d  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  t h r o u g h  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  
c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
w i l l  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  
a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  
–  t o  p r o v i d e  
i n n o v a t i v e ,  a f f o r d a b l e  
o p t i o n s  o f  c a r e  a n d  
s u p p o r t  t h a t  w i l l  
p r o v i de  a n  a r r a y  o f  
c h o i c e s  a b o u t  h o w  
a n d  w h e r e  t o  l i v e . ”  

 
M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t ,  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f   

S e n i o r  S e r v i c e s   

 

8 9  

D i x i e  Y o u t h  B a s e b a l l  
J a m b o r e e .  ( 2 0 1 8 )  

 

Image Source |  

Tallasseetimes.com 
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T h e  Am e r i ca n  C o m m u n i t y  S u r v e y ,  co n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  C e n s u s  B u r e a u ,  e s t im a t es  

t h a t  t h e  6 5 - ye a r -o ld  a n d  a b o v e  a g e  g r o u p  r e p r e s e n t s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  1 5 %  o f  

T a l l a s see ’ s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .   T h i s  i s  a  t r e n d  t h a t  i s  m i r r o r e d  a t  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  n a t io n a l  

l e v e l s .  T h i s  f i g u r e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  t wo  d e ca d e s  a s  

b a b y  b o o m e r s  a n d  t h e i r  ch i l d r e n  g r o w  o ld e r .  P r o v id in g  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  s e r v i ce s  f o r  

t h e s e  i n d i v id u a l s  w i l l  b e  a  h ig h  p r io r i t y .  T h e  n e e d  i s  m o r e  s i g n i f i c an t  f o r  d i s a b l e d  

s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  a n d  v e t e r a n s  a s  t h e y  o f t e n  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  a cco m m o d a t io n s  t o  

m a in t a in  d a y - t o -d ay  a c t i v i t i e s .  Ke e p in g  t h i s  i n  m in d ,  l o ca l  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  p a r k s  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  t o  wo r k  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s e n io r  

c i t i z e n  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t io n  i n  f u t u r e  p l a n n in g  f o r  t h e  c i t y .   
 

Age Range United States Alabama Tallassee

Total 

Population 
318,558,162 4,841,164 5,657

 65-69 15,290,792 251,741 289

 70-74 11,149,536 183,964 238

 75-79 7,963,954 130,711 124

 80-84 5,734,047 91,982 141

 85+ 6,052,605 82,300 34

Total 46,190,933 740,698 826

Source : Elderly Population Statistics (ACS | 2012-2016)

Senior Citizen Population (2012 - 2016)

Table 20 

US AL Tallassee

Pop. 65+ 16,042,261 300,808 826

 Hearing 6,660,465 119,840 184

 Vision 2,965,048 58,259 85

 Cognitive 4,074,743 81,767 80

 Ambulatory 10,264,735 203,142 197

 Self-Care 3,758,584 73,464 29

 Independent 

Living
6,806,720 130,551 65

Disabled Population -                                                          

65 Years and Older  (2012-2016)

Table 21 

Difficulty 

Source : Disabled Population Statistics (ACS | 2012-2016)

7  

Approximately 70% of senior 

center participants are 

women; half of them live 
alone.  

Senior centers serve as a 

gateway to the nation’s aging 

network – connecting older 

adults to vital community 

services that can help them 
stay healthy and independent.  

Research shows that older 

adults who participate in 

senior center programs can 

learn to manage and delay the 

onset of chronic disease and 

experience measurable 

improvements in their 

physical, social, spiritual, 

emotional, mental, and 
economic well-being.   

Did You Know…  

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  8 - 6  



T h e  T a l l a s see  S e n io r  C e n t e r  i s  l o ca t e d  o n  t h e  

co r n e r  o f  M a in  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h in gt o n  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  

e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  T a l l a s see .  I t  i s  t h e  co r e  o f  

r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  l o ca l  c a r d  a n d  d o m in o  p l a y e r s ,  

c r a f t e r s ,  a n d  s o c i a l  c l u b s .  P a t r o n s  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  

o f t e n  e n g a g e  i n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  

a wa r e n e ss  o f  k e y  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  s u ch  a s  g l a u co m a ,  

h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  a n d  d i a b e t e s .  T h e  C e n t e r  a l s o  

p r o v id e s  d a i l y  m e a l s  b o t h  o n  s i t e  a n d  f o r  

h o m e b o u n d s e n io r s ,  p h a r m a c i s t /h ea l t h  s e r v i ce s ,  

s h o p p in g  a n d  d a y  t r i p s ,  a n d  a  b u s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t in g  

s e n io r s  t o  t h e  ce n t e r .   
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Quantity 

1

1

1

2

20

4

 Senior Center Aide

 Firefighter / Driver

 Firefighter 

Source: Tallassee Parks & Recreation and Tallassee Senior Center 

Table 23

Senior Services Department  Personnel Data 

Position 

 Senior Center Manager

 Senior Center Activities Coordinator 

 Senior Center Van Driver

T r a n s p o r t in g  o ld e r  a d u l t s  ca n  b e  ch a l l e n g in g ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  ce r t a i n  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  

Ho we v e r ,  wh e n  g i v e n  t h e  p r o p e r  e q u ip m e n t ,  a  

s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  p r o g r a m  i s  a b l e  t o  f u n c t i o n  

e f f i c i e n t l y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v id e  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  f o r  

p a t r o n s  a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  ce r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  

C e n t e r  o p e r a t e s  t h e  f o l l o w in g  v e h i c l e s :  

 

Age Range US AL Tallassee

 Veterans Over 18 Yrs. Old 19,535,341 351,461 226

 65 - 74 4,869,962 84,986 62

 75+ 4,499,708 71,471 39

Source : Veteran Population Statistics (ACS | 2012-2016)

Veteran Population - 65 Years and Older  (2012-2016)

Table 22 

8 9  

S e n i o r   

S e r v i c e s  &   Re s o u r c e s   

 

 
Disaster Recovery Information 

Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program Vouchers 

Home Delivered Meals 

Healthy Meals at the Senior 
Center 

Legal Assistance Information 

The Alabama Elder Law 
Helpline 

Yellow Dot Program 

Senior Wellness Program 

Medicare Fraud Prevention 

Insurance Counseling through 
the State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program 

Senior Services Employment 
Information 

8 - 7  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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T h e  T a l l a s see  S e n io r  C e n t e r  p r o v id e s  b a s i c  f a c i l i t i e s  

a n d  p r o g r a m s  f o r  s e n io r s  i n c l u d in g  m e e t i n g  s p a ce ,  h o t  

l u n ch e s ,  ch a i r  a e r o b i c s ,  l i n e  d a n c in g ,  t a b l e  g a m e s ,  a n d  

p la n n e d  t r i p s  t o  n e a r b y  v e n u e s .  T h e  ce n t e r ’ s  o v e r a l l  

s t r u c t u r e ,  h o we v e r ,  n e e d s  b o t h  i n t e r i o r  a n d  e x t e r i o r  

r e p a i r s .  A lo n g  w i t h  e n s u r i n g  b a s i c  s a f e t y  a n d  

we l l b e ing  o f  p a t r o n s ,  a n y  r e n o v a t io ns  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

w i l l  a l s o  n e e d  t o  f o l l o w  AD A  ( Am e r i ca n s  w i t h  

D i s a b i l i t i e s  Ac t )  Acce s s ib i l i t y  G u id e l i n es .  A s  n o t e d  i n  

t h e  d i s a b l e d  p o p u l a t i o n  t a b l e ,  t h e  co m m u n i t y ’ s  s e n io r  

c i t i z e n  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  

w i t h  a m b u la t o r y  d i f f i cu l t i e s .  T h i s  m e a n s  i t e m s  s u ch  a s  

e n t r a n ce s ,  wa t e r  f o u n t a in s ,  s i t t i n g  a n d  t a b l e s ,  a n d  

r e s t r o o m s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t io n  i n  f u t u r e  p l ans  

f o r  t h e  C e n t e r .  

 

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  C e n t e r  w i l l  n e e d  t o  e x p a n d  t o  

a cco m m o d a t e  t o d a y ’ s  m o r e  a c t i v e  s e n io r  a d u l t s .  

Acco r d in g  t o  t h e  C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a se  C o n t r o l  a n d  

P r e v en t io n  ( C D C ) ,  g e n e r a l l y  f i t  o ld e r  a d u l t s  t h a t  d o  

n o t  h a v e  l im i t i n g  h e a l t h  co n d i t i o n s  n e e d  a t  l e a s t  t wo  

h o u r s  a n d  t h i r t y  m in u t e s  a  we e k  o f  m o d e r a t e - in t e ns i t y  

a e r o b i c  a c t i v i t y . 3  W h e n  co n s id e r i ng  t h e  im p e n d in g  

g r o wt h  o f  e ld e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t io n ,  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  s e n io r  s e r v i ce s  p r o g r a m  a r e  p a r a m o u n t .   

T h u s ,  t h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  m a k e  t h e  s e n io r  ce n t e r  a n  

i n t e g r a l  co m p o n e n t  o f  p l a n s  r e l a t e d  t o  f u t u r e  g r o wt h .  

 

E x e r c i se  o f  a l l  t y p e s  b e n e f i t s  p e o p le  w i t h  a r t h r i t i s ,  

h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  d i a b e t e s ,  o r  h ig h  b lo o d  p r e s s u r e .  S o m e  

o p t io n s  t h a t  m ig h t  b e  co n s id e r e d  f o r  i n c l u s io n  i n  

T a l l a s see ’ s  R e c r e a t io n  p r o g r a m m in g  f o r  s e n io r s  

i n c l u d e :  wa l k i n g ,  j o g g in g ,  s w im m in g ,  a q u a  a e r o b i c s ,  

c y c l i n g ,  y o g a ,  T a i  C h i ,  P i l a t e s ,  s t r e n g t h  t r a i n i n g ,  

s q u a r e  d a n c in g ,  b a l l r o o m  d a n c in g ,  h o r s e  s h o e s ,  g o l f ,  

a n d  v o lu n t e e r i sm .  Ag a in ,  a s  w i t h  a d u l t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e r e  

a r e  e x a m p le s  o f  m a n y  c i t i e s  i n  A l a b a m a  p r o v id in g  a  

v a r i e t y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  cu l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  

s e n io r s .   T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u ld  b e  e x p lo r e d  a n d  

co n s id e r ed  f o r  i n c l u s io n  i n  f u t u r e  r e c r e a t i o n  p l a n s .  

Vehicle/Equipment # Year Make/Model Condition

 9 Passenger Lift Van 1 2012  Ford - Econoline E350 Fair

 12 Passenger Van 1 2016  Ford - Transit Wagon Excellent

 5 Passenger Car 1 1999 Ford - Crown Victoria Poor

Source: Parks & Recreation Department and Senior Services Department 

Table 24

Senior Services Vehicles and Equipment 

7  

T w o  o f  S e n i o r  S e r v i c e s  
D e p a r t m e n t  v e h i c l e s   

T a i  C h i  i s  o n e  o f  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  a r e  
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  o l d e r  
a c t i v e  a d u l t s .   

 

Image Sources |  

CARPDC  

Ncoa.org 

Google.com 
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N ON- C I T Y  M ANAG ED  FAC IL IT I ES   
 
W h e n  d e v e lo p ing  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  i t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t o  i n c l u d e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  

a r e  n o t  o wn e d  o r  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  C i t y .  E x i s t i n g  

p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  a s s i s t  i n  d e t e r m in ing  

a p p r o p r i a t e  l o ca t i o n s  f o r  n e w  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  

a r e a s .  

  

A r e a s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  a r e  n o t  m a n a g e d  

b y  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s se e  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l im i t e d  

t o :   

 
Yates Lake West Preserve –  Yates Lake West, an 

Alabama Forever Wild Property in Elmore County 

consists of 5,493 acres of pine-hardwood hil ls and creek 

valleys on the western shore of Yates Lake. Habitat 

components include longleaf pine stands and mature 

hardwood creek bottoms, as well as the protection of 7 

miles of shoreline along the Tallapoosa River. The tract 

is managed for a broad assortment of public 

recreational opportunit ies, such as hunting and fishing, 

as a nature preserve and an environmental education 

study area. In 2010, the tract was designated as a 

Community Hunting Area by the Alabama Department 

of Conservation and Natural Resources. Currently a land 

use plan is being developed for further property 

development.  

 

Tallapoosa River, Lake Martin - Located in the 

Northeastern quadrant of Elmore County, Lake Martin is 

a 39,180-acre impoundment on the Tallapoosa River 

with approximately 700 miles of shoreline. Lake Martin 

is one of the most popular recreational reservoirs in 

Alabama attracting hundreds of thousands of visitors 

annually. The lake was constructed primarily for f lood 

control and to supply hydroelectric power to Alabama 

residents, but it also provides ample recreational 

opportunities to anglers and boaters.  

C ULTUR A L  O RG ANIZ AT I O NS  +  FAC IL IT I ES   
 
Friends of Tuckabatchee –  A non-profit group formed 

to promote Native American Arts and Heritage in 

Central Alabama. 

  
Talisi Historical Preservation Society –  The Talisi  

Historical Preservation Society was created with the 

purpose of preserving the heritage of Tallassee and 

Tallapoosa and Elmore Counties.  

  
8 9  

Y a t e s  L a k e  ( a b o v e )  a n d  L a k e  
M a r t i n  a r e  t w o  o f  E l m o r e  
C o u n t y ’ s  m o s t  p o p u l a r  
r e c r e a t i o n  d e s t i n a t i o n s .   

 

C o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a n  e v e n t  
h e l d  a t  t h e  T a l i s i  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y .   

 

 

 

 

Image Sources |  

Alabamaforeverwild.com 

Arcrealtyco.com 

CARPDC 
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The Tallassee Library –  Along with being the 

community’s primary learning resource, the Tallassee 

Public Library facil itates after school and summer 

programs for children. It is currently in the planning 

stages of establishing additional programs for adults.  
  
Tallassee Falls Museum –  The Tallassee Falls Museum is a 

hidden jewel in historic downtown Tallassee.  Curated by 

Mr. Bil l  Goss, the museum is a historic snapshot of 

various eras in the history of the City and surrounding 

areas.  
  
Mount Vernon Theatre –  Established in 1935, The Mt. 

Vernon Theatre recently completed a major renovation 

which retains the Theatre’s historic integrity and also 

includes many beautiful updates.  This dramatically 

restored theater now serves as a cultural arts center for 

Tallassee and the surrounding River Region area.   
  
Seven Gables –  Designed by George P. Turner, this 1939 

structure acts an example of architecture in Alabama 

between the World Wars. It was home to prominent 

Alabama entrepreneurs Roberts and Mildred Blount and 

Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice Sonny Hornsby.  
  
The Guest House  –  Built in 1941 by Tallassee Mill 

carpenters on a secluded point facing Lake Talisi  at 

Graveyard Creek, this home was used for hosting guests 

from the Baltimore Mills.   

 

C ul tura l  venues  nea r  Ta l l a ssee i nc l ude:  
 

Horseshoe Bend National Military Park  - Tallapoosa 

County  

ht tps : / / w ww. nps .gov/ hobe/ i ndex . htm  

Horseshoe Bend National Military Park  is a U.S.  national 

military park managed by the National Park Service that is 

the site of the last battle of the  Creek War on March 27, 

1814. 
  
Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site  

ht tps : / / w ww. nps .gov/ tu i n/ i ndex .h tm  
The Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site, a unit of the 

National Park System and a National Historic Landmark is 

located in Tuskegee Institute, AL. It is open daily to the 

public and includes buildings such as the Carver Museum, 

The Oaks, Grey Columns and Tuskegee University.  
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T h e  T a l l a s s e e  F a l l s  M u s e u m  
a n d  M o u n t  V e r n o n  T h e a t r e  
a r e  t w o  o f  t h e  C i t y ’ s  m o s t  
u n i q u e  c u l t u r a l  a s s e t s .   

Image Source |  

Central Alabama Regional Planning and 

Development Commission  

 

 



      |  RECREATION + SENIOR SERVICES  
 

 

 

08 
Moton Training Airfield –  Tuskegee, AL  
ht tp: / / gol denea gl ea v i a t i on . com/  
Moton Field Municipal Airport is a public-use airport 

located three nautical miles north of the central 

business district of Tuskegee. Golden Eagle Aviation 

provides f l ight training for visitors through the Legacy 

Flight Academy. The airf ield is open to the public two 

days a week.  
  
Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum  

ht tp: / / w ww. ja smi neh i l l .or g/  
Located in the southern portion of Wetumpka, Jasmine 

Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum, features over 20 

acres of year-round floral beauty and classical 

sculpture, including statuary honoring Olympic heroes 

and mythical gods.  
  
Fort Toulouse / Jackson State Park  

ht tps : / / f t tou l ouseja ckson .or g/  
This attraction, located in the city of Wetumpka, is the 

recreated site of Fort Toulouse and the American Fort 

Jackson. It is also the sight a 1,000-year-old Indian 

mound and one of the Will iam Bartram Nature Trails.  

The site hosts a variety of ‘ l iving history weekends’ as 

well as reenactments of key battles in American history.  

 

PAR K  S TANDAR D S   
 
M a n y  co m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  a d o p t e d  s t a n d a r d s  b a s e d  

o n  t h e  N a t io n a l  R e c r e a t io n  a n d  P a r k  As s o c i a t io n ’ s  

( N R P A )  g u id e l i n e s .   T h e  N R P A  r e co m m e n d s  a  t o t a l  

o f  6 . 25  t o  1 0 . 5  a c r e s  o f  o p e n  s p a ce  p e r  1 , 000  

p e o p le .   I t  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  s y s t e m  f o r  

p a r k s .   T h e s e  r a n g e  f r o m  m in i - p a rk s  t o  r e g io n a l  

a n d  n a t io n a l  p a r k s .   I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  N R P A  c r i t e r i a ,  

P a r k  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  s t a n d a r d s  s h o u ld  b e  b a s e d  o n  

t h e  f o l l o w in g :  

 

• Relevance.  T h e y  s h o u ld  r e f l e c t  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  

l i f e s t y le s  o f  t o d a y ’ s  r e s id e n t s .  

 

• People Orientation. T h e y  s h o u ld  r e f l e c t  t h e  

u n iq u e  n e e d s  a n d  p r e f e r e n ce s  o f  p e o p le  i n  

t h e  a r e a  b e in g  s e r v e d .  

 

• Performance Standards. T h e y  s h o u ld  p r o v id e  a  

b a s i s  f o r  m e a s u r i ng  a ch i e v e m en t  o f  

co m m u n i t y  o b j e c t i v e s .   T h e y  s h o u ld  m e a s u r e  

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  s e r v i ce  r a t h e r  t h a n  

s im p l y  t h e  q u a n t i t y .  

8 9  

J a s m i n e  H i l l  G a r d e n s  i s  a l s o  
c a l l e d  “ A l a b a m a ’ s  L i t t l e  
C o r n e r  o f  G r e e c e . ”   

 

Image Source |  

Google.com 
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https://www.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/tuskegee/airmoton.htm
https://www.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/tuskegee/airmoton.htm
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• Feasibility.  T h e y  s h o u ld  b e  a t t a i n a b l e  w i t h in  a  

r e a s o n ab le  t im e f r a m e  a n d  w i t h  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d in g  

s o u r ce s .  

 

• Practicality. T h e y  s h o u ld  b e  s im p le  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

a n d  a p p l y .   T h e y  s h o u ld  b e  b a s e d  o n  s o u n d  

p l a n n in g  p r i n c ip l e s ,  i n f o r m a t io n  a n d  a  c r e d ib l e  

d e v e lo pm e nt  p r o ce s s .   T h e y  s h o u ld  a l s o  b e  

f l e x ib le  e n o u g h  t o  h a n d le  u n a n t i c i p a t ed  

s i t u a t io ns  a n d  r a p id l y  ch a n g in g  n e e d s .  
 

T h e  f o l l o w in g  t a b l e  s h o ws  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  a n d  

s t a n d a r ds  p e r  N R P A .   T h e s e  s h o u ld  b e  co n s id e r e d  

g u id e l in es  u n t i l  s u ch  t im e  a s  C i t y  O f f i c i a l s  

d e t e r m in es  i f  t h e y  f i t  t h e  C i t y ’ s  n e e d s  o r  s h o u ld  

b e  m o d i f i e d .  

 Park Type 
Acres/1000 

Population 

Minimum 

Size 
Service Area Radius 

  Mini 0.25 - 0.50 1 Ac. or Less < 0.25 mile / 5 Min. Walk

  Neighborhood 1.0 - 2.0 15 Acres 0.50 mile / 12 Min. Walk

  Community 5.0 - 8.0 25 Acres 1 - 2 Miles / 5 Minute Drive

  Regional  Variable Variable 30 Miles / 1 Hour Drive 

Source: www.nrpa.org

Table 25

NRPA Park Classifications and Standards 

F u t u r e  p a r k  l o ca t i o n s  ca n  b e  d i v id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  

ca t e g o r i e s :   

 

• Planned Future Parks: wh e r e  t h e  C i t y  a l r e a d y  

o wn s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  p l a n s  a  p a r k  a t  t h a t  

l o ca t i o n .  

• Possible Future Parks: wh e r e  t h e  C i t y  a l r e a d y  

o wn s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  h a s  n o t  

co m m i t t e d  t o  a  p a r k  a t  t h a t  l o ca t i o n .   

• Identified Needs: wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

a  f u t u r e  p a r k  b a s e d  o n  p r o j e c t e d  g r o wt h  i n  

t h e  a r e a .     

 

 7  

L AND  A CQUIS IT I O N  
 
As  T a l l a s se e  co n t i n u e s  t o  g r o w ,  l a n d  a cq u i s i t i on  

w i l l  b e  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  f o r  f u t u r e  p a r k  co n s t r u c t i o n .  

W h i l e  i t  i s  im p o s s ib l e  t o  t e l l  w i t h  ce r t a i n t y  wh e r e  

g r o wt h  i s  g o in g  t o  o ccu r ,  t h e  F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  P l a n  

ca n  h e lp  d i r e c t  g r o wt h  a n d  p r o v id e  g u id a n ce  

r e g a r d in g  wh e r e  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e nt  w i l l  o ccu r .   

T h e  N R P A  i s  t h e  l e a d i n g  
n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  
p a r k s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
c o n s e r v a t i o n .   

N R P A  P a r k  M e t r i c s  w e r e  
c r e a t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  
s o u r c e  o f  d a t a  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  p a r k  a n d  c r e a t i o n  
a g e n c i e s .   

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  8 - 1 2  



      |  RECREATION + SENIOR SERVICES  
 

 

 

08 
F UND ING  /  I NCOR P O R ATI O N  O PEN  S PAC E  INTO  N E W  D EV ELOPME NT   
 
W it h  t h e  im p le m e n t a t i on  o f  t h e  F u t u r e  La n d  U s e  P l a n ,  i t  w i l l  b e  e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  C i t y  

t o  j u s t i f y  l a n d  p u r ch a s e s  i n  ce r t a i n  a r e a s  e s t a b l i sh ed  b y  t h i s  p l a n .  T h e  C i t y  ca n  

a l s o  a cq u i r e  l a n d  t o  e x p a n d  e x i s t i ng  f a c i l i t i e s  t h r o u g h :  d e v e lo p m e n t  a g r e e m e n t s ,  

d o n a t io n  o r  b y  f i r s t  r i g h t - o f - r e f u sa l  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  s u r r o u n d in g  p r o p e r t y  

o wn e r s .     

  

On e  wa y  t o  h e lp  f u n d  o p e n  s p a ce  p r o g r a m s  i s  t h e  F e d e r a l  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  

C o n s e r va t io n  F u n d .  I n  2 0 16  t h i s  p r o g r a m  h a n d e d  o u t  $ 9 5  m i l l i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a n d  i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  co n s e r v a t i on  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  i n  l o ca l  

co m m u n i t i e s ;  A l a b a m a  r e ce i v e d  a p p r o x im a t e l y  $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  o f  t h i s  f u n d in g . 2  

F u n d in g  f o r  t h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  f u n n e l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  i s  q u i t e  

l im i t e d .  “ T o  b e  e l i g ib l e  f o r  g r a n t s ,  e v e r y  S t a t e  m u s t  p r e p a r e  a n d  r e g u l a r l y  u p d a t e  a  

s t a t e w id e  r e c r e a t i o n  p l a n  ( s o m e t im es  ca l l e d  a  S C OR P ,  f o r  S t a t e w id e  

C o m p r e h en s i ve  Ou t d o o r  R e c r e a t io n  P l a n ) .  M o s t  S C OR P s  a d d r e s s  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  

a n d  s u p p l y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o u r ce s  ( l o ca l ,  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l )  w i t h in  a  s t a t e ,  i d e n t i f y  

n e e d s  a n d  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  im p r o v e m e nt s  a n d  s e t  f o r t h  a n  

im p le m e nt a t io n  p r o g r a m  t o  m e e t  t h e  g o a l s  i d e n t i f i ed  b y  i t s  c i t i z e n s  a n d  e l e c t e d  

l e a d e r s . ”   W h i l e  t h i s  p r o g r a m  wo u ld  r e q u i r e  co o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  

a n  a t t r a c t i v e  o p t io n  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d in g .    

F UND ING  S OURC ES  
 
I n  o r d e r  t o  m a in t a in  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i ce  f o r  a n  i n c r e a s ing  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f u n d in g  

w i l l  n e e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  a s  n e w  p a r k s  a r e  d e v e lo p e d  a n d / o r  n e w  p r o g r a m s  i n s t i t u t ed .  

A  we l l - m a in ta in ed  p a r k  s y s t e m  ca n  b e  a n  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  t o o l  i n  t h e  f o r m  

o f  h ig h e r  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  h o s t i n g  o f  r e g io n a l  t o u r n a m e n t s  f o r  

s o cce r ,  b a s e b a l l ,  a n d  s o f t b a l l .  T h e s e  s p o r t s  a r e  b e co m in g  a  l a r g e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  

l o ca l  t o u r n a m e n t s  b r i n g  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e v e n u e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  e n t r y  f e e s ,  h o t e l s ,  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  l o ca l  b u s in e s ses .   

T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  wa y s  t o  a cq u i r e  f u n d in g  f o r  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  

m a in t e n an ce  a n d  d e v e lo p m e nt .   F u n d in g  s o u r ce s  m a y  i n c l u d e  t a x  r e v e n u e ,  u s e r  

f e e s ,  f u n d  r a i s e r s ,  a n d  d o n a t io n s .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  g r a n t  f u n d in g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  

t h e  A l a b a m a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E co n o m ic  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  A f f a i r s  ( AD E C A)  R e c r e a t io n  

D i v i s io n ,  t h r o u g h  La n d  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r va t io n  F u n d s  ( LW C F ) ,  a n d  t h e  

R e c r e a t io na l  T r a i l s  F u n d .  

8 9  

M AINTENA N C E  OF  FAC IL IT I ES   
 
M a in t en an ce  i s  im p o r t a n t  f o r  a e s t h e t i c  v a lu e  a n d  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h o s e  u s i n g  

t h e  f a c i l i t i e s .  W h i l e  t h e  g e n e r a l  co n s e n s u s  o f  t h e  co m m u n i t y  i s  t h a t  p a r k s  a n d  

f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  we l l  m a in t a in e d ,  i t  i s  v e r y  e a s y  f o r  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  r a p id l y  d e c l i n e  

i f  t h i s  i s  n o t  k e p t  u p .  A s  t h e  f o o t p r i n t s  o f  p a r k s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  s t r e t ch  f a r t h e r  a wa y  

f r o m  t h e  C i t y  ce n t e r ,  i t  m a y  b e co m e  n e ce s s a r i l y  t o  p r io r i t i z e  m a in t e n a n ce  o f  

g r o u n d s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  o r  e q u ip m e n t  i f  s t a f f  a n d  b u d g e t  r e s o u r ce s  a r e  s t r e t ch e d .  

8 - 1 3  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  



Give considerat ion to enhancements at the Municipal  Sof tbal l  

Complex.    
( Ex i s t i ng C ondi t i ons )  

 

Update the maintenance depar tment’s vehicle f leet .   
( Ex i s t i ng C ondi t i ons )  

  

Develop addit ional adult  and youth recreat ion programs.    
( A th l et i c  P r ogr a ms)  

  

Expand Senior Center programs to include today’s more act ive 

senior adults .    
( Sen i or  C i t i zen  P r ogr a ms)  

  

Address inter ior and exter ior improvements at  the Senior Center.   
( Sen i or  C i t i zen  P r ogr a ms)  

1 0 2  
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Section Data Sources | 

 
1Why Parks and Recreation are Essential Public 

Services. . . .National Recreation and Park 

Association 
2ADECA Land and Water Conservation Funding 

2016 



“Education  is the passport to the future, for 

tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it 

today.” 

- Malcolm X 
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2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   

EDUCATION 



P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



I NTROD UC TI O N   
 
Qu a l i t y  s ch o o l s  m a k e  T a l l a s see  a  d e s i r a b l e  p l a ce  t o  

l i v e ,  wo r k ,  a n d  r a i s e  a  f a m i l y .  An  a cc r e d i t e d  p u b l i c  

s ch o o l  s y s t e m  a lo n g  w i t h  ca r e e r  t e ch n i ca l  s ch o o l s ,  

m u l t i p l e  co m m u n i t y  co l l e g e s ,  a n d  m a jo r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

n e a r b y  p u t  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  e d u ca t io n .  T h e  o f f e r i n g s  

f o r  a ca d e m ic s  a n d  wo r k f o r ce  d e v e lo p m en t  t r a i n i n g  a r e  

a l l  w i t h in  a  f e w  m in u t e s ’  d r i v e .    

 
 
 
 

       |  E D U C AT I O N  
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B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  

 

TALL AS S EE  C I T Y  S C HOOL  S YS TEM   
 
T h e  T a l l a s see  B o a r d  o f  E d u ca t io n  o p e r a t e s  t h e  

T a l l a s see  C i t y  S ch o o l  S y s t e m .   W i t h in  t h e  S ch o o l  

S y s t e m  i s  o n e  e l e m e n t a r y  s ch o o l ,  o n e  m id d le  s ch o o l ,  

a n d  o n e  h ig h  s ch o o l .    

 

T a l l a s see  E l e m e n t a r y  S ch o o l  s e r v e s  s t u d e n t s  i n  p r e -

k in d e r g a r t en  t h r o u g h  f o u r t h  g r a d e .  S o u t h s id e  M id d le  

S ch o o l  s e r v e s  s t u d e n t s  i n  f i f t h  t h r o u g h  e ig h t h  g r a d e .  

T a l l a s see  H ig h  S ch o o l  s e r v e s  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  n in e  

t h r o u g h  t we l v e .   

  

T h e  T a l l a s see  C i t y  S ch o o l  D i s t r i c t  e n co m p a s s es  t h e  

co r p o r a t e  l im i t s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s ee ,  a s  we l l  a s  a n  

a t t e n d a nce  z o n e  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  E lm o r e  C o u n t y  a n d  

s o u t h we s t e r n  T a l l a p o o sa  C o u n t y .   M o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  

s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  S y s t e m  r e s id e  o u t s id e  t h e  

co r p o r a t e  l im i t s  o f  t h e  C i t y .   T h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  wh i ch  

h a s  b e e n  i n  p l a ce  i n  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  s i n ce  t h e  i n ce p t io n  

o f  t h e  S y s t e m ,  p r e s e n t s  l o g i s t i c a l  i s s u e s  s i n ce  t h o s e  

w i t h in  t h e  a t t e n d a n ce  z o n e ,  b u t  o u t s id e  t h e  c i t y  

l im i t s ,  a r e  u n a b le  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f u n d in g  

r e f e r e n d um s  o r  B o a r d  o f  E d u ca t io n  e l e c t i o n s .    

 
 
 
 
 

8 9  9 - 1  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

T h e  T a l l a s s e e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
L o g o  i s  p r o u d l y  d i s p l a y e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y ’ s  s c h o o l s .   
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B u i l t  i n  1 9 28 ,  T a l l a s s ee  H i gh  S c h o o l  i s  t h e  s y s t e m ’s  

o ld e s t  e d u ca t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Lo ca t e d  o n  

a p p r o x ima te ly  1 2  a c r e s  o n  B a r n e t t  B o u le v a rd ,  t h e  H ig h  

S ch o o l  i s  o n l y  t wo  b lo ck s  f r o m  d o wn t o wn  T a l l a s see .  

Ov e r  t h e  p a s t  n i n e t y  y e a r s ,  T HS  h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  

m a n y  m in o r ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  m a jo r ,  r e n o v a t io n s  a n d  

e x p a n s ion s .     T h e  H ig h  S ch o o l  h o u s e s  g r a d e s  9 - 12  

a n d  co n s i s t s  o f  4 5  c l a s s r o o ms  t o  a cco m m o d a t e  i t s  

a p p r o x ima te ly  5 3 7  s t u d e n t s .   T h e  s ch o o l  e m p lo y s  3 9  

ce r t i f i e d  t e a ch e r s  a n d  h a s  a  s t u d e n t / t e ach er  r a t i o  o f  

1 4 :1 .    

 

 

T a l l a s s e e  H i g h  S c h o o l  

T a l l a s see  H ig h  S ch o o l  h a s  a n  e x t e n s i ve  a m o u n t  o f  

t e ch n o lo g y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t  l e a r n in g .  T h e  S ch o o l  

p a r t i c i p a te s  i n  t h e  1 - t o -1  i P a d  p r o g r a m ,  i n  wh i ch  e a ch  

s t u d e n t  i s  p r o v id e d  a n  i P a d  t o  d o  s ch o o l  wo r k  i n  t h e  

c l a s s r oo m  a n d  a t  h o m e .  Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  s m a r t  

c l a s s r oo m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s ch o o l .   

 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t e ch n o lo g y ,  T a l l a s se e  H ig h  S ch o o l  

o f f e r s  a d v a n ce d  co u r s e wo r k  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o n  

a n d  o f f  c a m p u s ,  a s  we l l  a s  o n l i n e  p r o g r a m s .  T HS  

cu r r e n t l y  o f f e r s  e ig h t  ( 8 )  Ad v a n ce d  P l a ce m e n t  ( AP )  

co u r s e s  t o  1 1 t h  a n d  1 2 t h  g r a d e r s .  T h e  s ch o o l  a l s o  

o f f e r s  D u a l  E n r o l lm e n t  a n d  co - o p  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  

p a r t n e r sh ip s  w i t h  t h e  C a r e e r  C e n t e r ,  C e n t ra l  A l a b a m a  

C o m mun i t y  C o l l e g e  ( C AC C ) ,  T r e n ho lm S t a t e  C o m m un i t y  

C o l l eg e ,  a n d  l o ca l  i n d u s t r i e s .  

 

T h e  S ch o o l  B o a r d  o r  t h e  C i t y  cu r r e n t l y  o wn s  3 5  

a d d i t i o na l  a c r e s ,  a d j a ce n t  t o  t h e  H ig h  S ch o o l ,  wh i ch  

w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  f u t u r e  e x p a n s ion  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s .   T h e r e  

a r e  a l s o  o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  

co u ld  p r o v id e  f u t u r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  l a n d  

a cq u i s i t i on .  
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T h e  T a l l a s see  S ch o o l  B o a r d  h a s  e x t e n s i ve  p l a n s  t o  

b u i l d  a  n e w  h ig h  s ch o o l  w i t h in  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s ,  o n  

t h e  s a m e  lo ca t i o n  a s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h ig h  s ch o o l .  I n  Ap r i l ,  

2 018 ,  t h e  S ch o o l  B o a r d  p r e s e n t e d  a  $ 3 0  m i l l i o n  ca p i t a l  

im p r o v e me nt s  p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  wh i ch  t h e  

s ch o o l  wo u ld  a d d  s e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

h ig h  s ch o o l  ca m p u s  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  cu r r e n t  a n d  

f u t u r e  s t u d e n t s .  T h e  p l a n  i s  a  m u l t i - p h as e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  

i n c l u d e s  a  7 0 0  s e a t  p e r f o r m in g  a r t s  ce n t e r ,  c a r e e r  

t e ch n i ca l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  n e w  

c l a s s r oo m  f a c i l i t i e s .   

 
S o u t hs i de  M i dd l e  S c h o o l  ( S M S )  s i t s  o n  1 6  a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  o n  E . B .  P a y n e  S r .  D r i v e  i n  T a l l a s see .   T h e  s ch o o l  

wa s  co n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 53 ,  a n d  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  a  n u m b e r  

o f  r e n o v a t io ns ,  t h e  l a t e s t  o f  wh i ch  o ccu r r e d  i n  1 9 99 .   

S o u t h s id e  M id d le  S ch o o l  h o u s e s  g r a d e  5  t h r o u g h  8  

a n d  h a s  2 7  c l a s s r o o m s  t o  a cco m m o d a t e  i t s  

a p p r o x ima te ly  5 6 3  s t u d e n t s .   T h i r t y - f i v e  ( 3 5 )  ce r t i f i e d  

t e a ch e r s  a r e  e m p lo y e d  a t  t h i s  s ch o o l  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  

s t u d e n t / te ach er  r a t i o  o f  1 6 : 1 .  L i k e  t h e  h ig h  s ch o o l ,  

S M S  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  t h e  1  t o  1  i P a d  p r o g r a m .   

S o u t h s i d e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  

T a l l a s se e  E l e me n t ar y  S c h o o l  i s  l o ca t e d  o n  a  2 0 - a c r e  

s i t e  o n  F r i e n d s h ip  R o a d  i n  we s t  T a l l a s se e .   T h e  

T a l l a s see  S ch o o l  B o a r d  o wn s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  1 1 0  

a d d i t i o na l  a c r e s  o f  wo o d e d  f o r e s t  l a n d  s u r r o u n d in g  

t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s ch o o l .    T h e  s ch o o l  wa s  co n s t r u c t e d  

i n  1 9 93 ,  a n d  h o u s e s  g r a d e s  K - 4  w i t h  5 0  c l a s s r o o m s  t o  

a cco m m o d a t e  i t s  a p p r o x im a te ly  6 9 5  s t u d e n t s .   T h e  

s ch o o l  e m p lo y s  5 5  ce r t i f i e d  t e a ch e r s  a n d  h a s  a  

s t u d e n t / te ach er  r a t i o  o f  1 3 : 1 .   

8 9  9 - 3 C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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C AR EER  T EC HNIC A L  AND  A LTER NAT IV E  

E D UC ATION  
 
T a l l a s see  h a s  a  n u m b e r  o f  ca r e e r  t e ch n i ca l  a n d  

a l t e r n a t i ve  e d u ca t io n  o p t io n s  f o r  s t u d e n t s .  T h e  

T a l l a s see  C a r e e r  C e n t e r  i s  a  p a r t n e r s h ip  b e t we e n  

T a l l a s see  C i t y  S ch o o l s  a n d  l o ca l  co m m u n i t y  co l l e g e ,  

i n c l u d in g :  F a u l k n e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  T r e n h o lm  S t a t e  

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  C e n t r a l  A l a b a m a  C o m m u n i t y  

C o l l e ge .  T h e  ca r e e r  ce n t e r  o f f e r s  co u r s e wo r k  n o t  

t y p i ca l l y  o f f e r e d  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  s ch o o l s ,  i n c l u d in g :  

m i c r o co m p u t e r s ,  m a ch in in g ,  b lu e p r i n t  r e a d in g ,  a n d  

i n d u s t r i a l  m a in t e n a n ce .  T a l l a s see  H ig h  S ch o o l  a l s o  h a s  

a  F i r s t  C o m m u n i t y  B a n k  b r a n ch  l o ca t e d  i n  t h e  s ch o o l .  

T h e  b a n k  b r a n ch  e m p lo y s  h ig h  s ch o o l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  

t e a ch e s  y o u n g  a d u l t s  f i n a n c i a l  l i t e r a cy  b y  a l l o w in g  

t h e m  a cce s s  t o  b a n k in g  s e r v i ce s  a n d  p r o f e s s ion a l s .  

F r e e  a d u l t  e d u ca t io n ,  co m p u t e r  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  G E D  

c l a s s es  a r e  o f f e r e d  b y  l o ca l  ch a r i t i e s  a n d  m in i s t r i e s  i n  

T a l l a s see ,  i n c l u d in g  C a m p f i r e  M in i s t r i e s .   

 

 

 

 

T a l l a s s e e  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  

C OLLEG ES  +  U NIV ER S IT I E S   
 
S t u d ie s  s h o w t h a t  c i t i e s  a n d  s t a t e s  w i t h  a  we l l -

e d u ca t e d  wo r k f o r ce  o u t p e r f o r m  in  t e r m s  o f  m e d ia n  

wa g e s  a n d  e co n o m y .   E co n o m ica l l y  s e cu r e  i n d i v id u a l s  

a r e  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  p u r ch a s e  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i ce s  w i t h in  

t h e i r  l o ca l  co m m u n i t i e s .   H ig h e r  wa g e s  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  

s t r o n g e r  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s ,  m o r e  t a x  r e v e n u e ,  b e t t e r  

i n f r a s t ru c t u r e ,  a n d  m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n v e s t m e nt .   

A r e a s  t h a t  l a ck  a cce s s  t o  q u a l i t y  e d u ca t io n  r e s o u r ce s  

a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  f l o u r i s h  e co n o m ica l l y . 1  
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T a l l a s see  i s  s t r a t e g i ca l l y  l o ca t e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e i r  

c i t i z e n s  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  n u m e r o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

i n  h ig h e r  e d u ca t io n .   T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t e e n  

co l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d  t e ch n i ca l  s ch o o l s  l o ca t e d  

w i t h in  5 0  m i l e s  o f  T a l l a s see ,  i n c l u d in g :  

  

T u s kegee  U n i v e r s i ty  –  l o ca t e d  a p p r o x im a t e ly  1 5  m i l e s  

f r o m  T a l l a s se e  i n  T u s k e g e e ,  i s  a  p r i v a t e ,  h i s t o r i ca l l y  

b l a ck  u n i v e r s i t y  e s t a b l i sh ed  b y  B o o k e r  T .  W a s h in g t on  

i n  1 8 81 .  T u s k e g e e  e n r o l l s  a p p r o x im at e ly  3 , 200  

s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  a  w id e  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o g r a m s  a n d  

d e g r e e s  i n c l u d in g  A r ch i t e c t u r e ,  E n g in e e r i n g ,  B u s in e ss ,  

Ag r i cu l t u r e  a n d  V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e .  T u s k e g e e  

U n i v e r s i t y  i s  r a n k e d  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p  s ch o o l s  i n  t h e  

co u n t r y .   

 

A u burn  U n i v e r s i t y  M o n t go me r y  ( A U M )  –  l o ca t e d  

a p p r o x ima te ly  2 6  m i l e s  f r o m  T a l l a s se e  o n  T a y lo r  R o a d  

i n  M o n t g o m e r y ,  i s  a  p u b l i c  u n i v e r s i t y  g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  

Au b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s .  AU M  e n r o l l s  

a p p r o x ima te ly  5 , 0 00  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o f f e r s  b a ch e lo r ,  

m a s t e r ,  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s .  AU M  o f f e r s  a  

j o i n t  d o c t o r a t e  p r o g r a m  w i t h  Au b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  

P u b l i c  Ad m in i s t r a t i o n .  AU M  a l s o  h a s  a  co n t i n u in g  

e d u ca t io n  p r o g r a m  t h a t  e n r o l l s  o v e r  1 0 ,000  s t u d e n t s  

a n n u a l l y .  AU M ’ s  C o l l e g e  o f  B u s in es s  r a n k s  i n  t h e  t o p  

5 %  o f  b u s in e s s  s ch o o l s  i n  t h e  wo r ld ,  a n d  

a p p r o x ima te ly  2 5 %  o f  AU M  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e  w i t h  

b u s in e ss  d e g r e e s .   

  

A u burn  U n i v e r s i t y  –  l o ca t e d  a p p r o x im a te ly  2 7  m i l e s  

f r o m  T a l l a s se e  i n  Au b u r n ,  Au b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  a  

p u b l i c  l a n d - g r a n t  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r i g in a l l y  ch a r t e r e d  i n  

1 856 .  Au b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y  e n r o l l s  m o r e  t h a n  2 3 , 000  

u n d e r g r a d ua t e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  6 , 000  

t h r o u g h o u t  m u l t i p l e  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  

p r o f e s s ion a l  s ch o o l s ,  i n c l u d in g  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  

V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e  a n d  Ha r r i s o n  S ch o o l  o f  P h a r m a cy .  

 

F o r t i s  C o l l e ge  –  M o n t go me r y  L o c a t i o n  –  l o ca t e d  

a p p r o x ima te ly  2 8  m i l e s  f r o m  T a l l a s se e  w i t h  t wo  

ca m p u s e s  i n  M o n t g o m e r y ,  A t l a n t a  H ig h wa y  a n d  

E a s t d a le  C i r c l e ,  i s  a  f o r - p r o f i t  i n s t i t u t io n  e s t a b l i sh ed  

i n  1 9 69 .  F o r t i s  o f f e r s  ca r e e r - b a se d  ce r t i f i c a t e ,  

d ip lo m a ,  a n d  a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  

M o n t g o m er y  ca m p u s e s  o f f e r  p r o g r a m s  i n  d e n t a l  

a s s i s t in g ,  m e d i ca l  a s s i s t i ng ,  HV AC ,  a n d  m e d i ca l  o f f i ce  

a d m in i s t r a t io n .  F o r t i s  C o l l e g e  a l s o  o f f e r s  o n l i n e  

d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  a d u l t s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  co m m u n i t y .   
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C e n t r a l  A l a ba ma  C o mmu n i t y  C o l l e ge  ( C A C C )  –  l o ca t e d  

a p p r o x ima te ly  3 0  m i l e s  f r o m  T a l l a s se e  i n  A l e x a n d e r  

C i t y ,  C AC C  i s  a  t wo - y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  e n r o l l s  

a p p r o x ima te ly  2 , 2 00  s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  t h r e e  ca m p u s e s .  

C AC C o f f e r s  a r e  v a r i e t y  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  a d u l t  e d u ca t io n ,  

a n d  wo r k f o r ce  e d u ca t io n  p r o g r a m s  i n c lu d in g  

co s m e t o log y ,  m e d i ca l  a s s i s ta n t s  a n d  t e ch n i c i a n s ,  

d r a f t i n g  a n d  d e s ig n ,  we ld in g ,  t r u ck  d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g ,  

G E D  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  T h e i r  m i s s io n  i s  t o  

p r o m o t e  s t u d e n t  s u cce s s  i n  co m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  

d i v e r s e  a ca d e m ic  a n d  ca r e e r  l e a r n in g  e n v i r o n m en t s  t o  

a d v a n ce  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  t h r o u g h  e co n o m ic ,  co m m u n i t y  

a n d  wo r k f o r ce  d e v e lo p m e nt .      

  

T r e n ho lm S t a t e  C o mmu n i t y  C o l l e ge  ( T S C C )  –  l o ca t e d  

a p p r o x ima te ly  3 6  m i l e s  f r o m  T a l l a s se e  i n  M o n t g o m e r y ,  

i s  a  co m m u n i t y  co l l e g e  t h a t  o f f e r s  a s s o c i a t e s  d e g r e e s  

a n d  ca r e e r  t e ch n i ca l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  ce r t i f i c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m s .  T S C C  cu r r e n t l y  e n r o l l s  a p p r o x im a t e l y  1 , 8 00  

s t u d e n t s .  T h e y  o f f e r  p r o g r a m s  i n  h e a l t h ,  d e n t a l  a n d  

m e d i ca l  a s s i s t i ng ,  E M S  ce r t i f i c a t i o n ,  s o n o g r a p h y ,  

r a d io lo g y ,  m a s s a g e  t h e r a p y ,  a n d  n u r s i n g .  T r e n h o lm  

a l s o  o f f e r s  co u r s e wo r k  i n  t e ch n i ca l  f i e l d s  s u ch  a s  

a u t o m o t i ve  t e ch n o lo g y  &  t r a n s p o r t a t i on ,  b u s in e ss  &  

s e r v i ces ,  a n d  e n g in e e r i n g  t e ch n o lo g ie s ,  a s  we l l  a s ,  

wo r k f o r ce  d e v e lo p m e nt  p r o g r a m s  t o  i n c l u d e  a d u l t  

e d u ca t io n ,  co n t i n u in g  e d u ca t io n ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  f o r  

e x i s t in g  b u s in e s s  a n d  i n d u s t r y .  T r e n h o lm  S t a t e  

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  T a l l a s se e  C i t y  

S ch o o l s  t o  o f f e r  d u a l  e n r o l lm e n t  p r o g r a m s .      

  

Ad d i t i o n a l  co l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w i t h in  

a p p r o x ima te ly  5 0  m i l e s  o f  T a l l a s see  i n c l u d e :  A l a b a m a  

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Am r id g e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C o m m u n i t y  

C o l l e ge  o f  t h e  A i r  F o r ce ,  E d wa r d  V i a  C o l l e g e  o f  

Os t e o p a t h i c  M e d i c i n e ,  F a u l k n e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

Hu n t i n g do n  C o l l e g e ,  Lo m a x  Ha n n o n  B ib l e  C o l l e g e ,  

S o u t h  U n i v e r s i t y  M o n t g o m e r y ,  S o u t h e r n  U n io n  S t a t e  

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  T r o y  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  T r o y  

U n i v e r s i t y  M o n t g o m e r y .  

  

T h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o ns  p r o v id e  T a l l a s se e ’ s  c i t i z e n s  a n d  

b u s in e sses  w i t h  t h e  r e s o u r ce s  n e ce s s a r y  t o  f u r t h e r  

t h e i r  e d u ca t io n  a n d  h a v e  a cce s s  t o  s k i l l ed ,  p r o d u c t i v e  

e m p lo y ee s .    

 

7  

Section Data Sources | 

 
1Cumberland Valley, PA Economic 
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“If we wish to rebuild our cities, we must first 

rebuild our neighborhoods. And to do that, we 

must understand that the quality of life is more 

important than the standard of living.” 

- Harvey Milk  
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P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



I NTROD UC T I O N   
 
T h e  t e r m  “ q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ”  i s  u s e d  t o  i n d i ca t e  t h e  

g e n e r a l  we l l - b e ing  o f  p e o p le  a n d  s o c i e t i e s ;  wh i l e  

o f t e n  a s s o c i a te d  w i t h  t h e  t e r m  " s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g " ,  

t h e  t wo  d o  n o t  n e ce s s a r i l y  m e a n  t h e  s a m e  t h in g .  A  

s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  m e r e l y  i s  t h e  e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e  

we a l t h  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t  s t a t u s  o f  a  p e r s o n  i n  a  

s o c i e t y .  T h o u g h  b o t h  a r e  f a c t o r s  t o  d e t e r m in e  q u a l i t y  

o f  l i f e ,  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  i t s  s o l e  i n d i ca t o r .  A  p e r s o n ’ s  

e n v i r o n me nt ,  p h y s i ca l  a n d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  e d u ca t io n ,  

r e c r e a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  we l l - b e in g ,  f r e e d o m ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  

a n d  h a p p in e s s  a l s o  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s . 1  

      |  Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E   
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B A C K G R O U N D  +  V I S I O N  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

L A N D  U S E  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  +  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

E D U C A T I O N  

Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  

 

H E ALTHC AR E  
 
P r o v id ing  g o o d  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h ca r e  i s  a  ch a l l e n g e  f o r  

m o s t  s m a l l  co m m u n i t i e s  i n  A l a b a m a  b u t  f r o m  t h e  

s t a n d p o in t  o f  s e r v i ce  p r o v id e r s ,  T a l l a s se e  i s  m o r e  

f o r t u n a t e  t h a n  m a n y  A l a b a m a  co m m u n i t i e s  o f  i t s  s i z e .   

T a l l a s see  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  t h e  ca m p u s  o f  

C o m m u n i t y  Ho s p i t a l  l o ca t e d  i n  t h e  C i t y  p r o v id in g  a  

w id e  r a n g e  o f  s e r v i ce s  i n c l u d in g  C a r d io p u lmo na r y ,  

Ho m e  C a r e ,  Ho s p i ce  C a r e ,  S k i l l e d  C a r e  &  R e h a b ,  G I  

L a b ,  I n t e n s i ve  C a r e  U n i t ,  S u r g i ca l ,  S e n io r  C a r e ,  

Occu p a t io n a l  T h e r a p y ,  P h y s i ca l  T h e r a p y  R a d io lo g y ,  

S p e e ch  T h e r a p y  a n d  a n  E m e r g e n cy  R o o m .  W i t h in  t h e  

C i t y  l im i t s  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a p p r o x im a t e l y  2 0  

p h y s i c i an/m ed i ca l  o f f i ce s  p r o v id in g  a  r a n g e  o f  

s e r v i ces  i n c l u d in g  i n t e r n a l  &  f a m i l y  m e d i c i n e ,  

o r t h o p e d i c s ,  g a s t r o lo g y ,  e t c . ;  a s  we l l  a s  a n  u r g e n t  

ca r e  a n d  s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

H E ALTHY  L I F ES T Y LES 2  
 

C hi l dren :    A la b a m a  h a s  “ t h e  6 t h  h ig h e s t  r a t e  o f  

o v e r we ig ht  a n d  o b e s e  ch i l d r e n ”  i n  t h e  n a t io n ,  a s  a  

r e s u l t  i t  h a s  b e e n  r e co g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  cu r r e n t  

g e n e r a t io n  o f  ch i l d r e n  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  Am e r i ca n  h i s t o r y  

t o  h a v e  a  s h o r t e r  l i f e s p a n  t h a n  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  I n  o r d e r  

t o  p r e p a r e  ch i l d r e n  f o r  g o o d  jo b s ,  t h e y  m u s t  f i r s t  

h a v e  a  g o o d  f o u n d a t io n :   h e a l t h y  f o o d ,  a  h e a l t h y  

l i v i n g  e n v i r o n m e nt ,  r e g u l a r  e x e r c i s e ,  a n d  a  g o o d  

e d u ca t io n .     

8 9  1 0 - 1  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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I t  i s  we l l  k n o wn  t h a t  h e a l t h y  ch i l d r e n  a r e  b e t t e r  

e q u ip p e d  t o  s u cce e d  i n  s ch o o l  a n d  t h a t  t r a n s l a t es  i n t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b e t t e r  e d u ca t e d  p e r s o n s  t e n d  t o  b e  

h e a l t h ie r .   I t  i s  a l s o  e a s i e r  t o  t e a ch  ch i l d r e n  h e a l t h y  

h a b i t s  t h a n  i t  i s  t o  ch a n g e  u n h e a l t h y  h a b i t s  a l r e a d y  

d e v e lo pe d  i n  a d u l t s .   T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  a  h e a l t h i e r  

T a l l a s see  l i e s  i n  e d u ca t i n g  ch i l d r e n  t o  m a k e  h e a l t h y  

ch o i ce s .     

 

 

Sen i or  C i t i zens :   Acco r d in g  t o  a  2 0 16  r e p o r t  b y  T h e  

F e d e r a l  I n t e r a g e n cy  F o r u m  o n  Ag in g - R e l a t ed  S t a t i s t i c s  

p e o p le  wh o  r e a ch  a g e  6 5  w i l l  l i v e  a n o t h e r  1 9 . 3  y e a r s ,  

n e a r l y  1 5  y e a r s  l o n g e r  t h a n  i n  1 9 60 .  

  

• F r o m  2 0 12  t o  2 0 14 ,  7 8 %  o f  t h o s e  6 5  a n d  o ld e r  

r e p o r t e d  b e in g  i n  g o o d  t o  e x ce l l e n t  h e a l t h ,  a n d  

l e v e l s  o f  h e a l t h  r e p o r t e d  b y  o ld e r  wo m e n  a n d  

o ld e r  m e n  we r e  s im i l a r .  

 

• T h e  p e r ce n t a g e  o f  o ld e r  Am e r i ca n s  m e e t i n g  t h e  

2 008  F e d e r a l  p h y s i ca l  a c t i v i t y  g u id e l i n e s  

i n c r e a s ed  o v e r  t im e .  I n  1 9 98 ,  a b o u t  6  p e r ce n t  o f  

p e o p le  a g e  6 5  a n d  o v e r  m e t  t h e  g u id e l i n e s ,  

co m p a r e d  w i t h  1 2  p e r ce n t  i n  2 0 14 . 3  

 

T o d a y ’ s  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s ,  wh i l e  h e a l t h i e r  a n d  m o r e  

a c t i v e  o v e r a l l  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  s e v e r a l  d e ca d e s  a g o ,  n e e d  

t o  h a v e  a cce s s  t o  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  r e s o u r ce s  t o  s u p p o r t  

a n d  e n co u r a g e  h e a l t h y  l i f e s t y l es .   B e ca u se  o ld e r  

a d u l t s  m a k e  u p  t h e  h ig h e s t  p e r ce n t a g e  o f  p e r s o n s  

w i t h  ch r o n i c  h e a l t h  co n d i t i o n s  i t  m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  b e g in  

b y  c r e a t i n g  h e a l t h y  l i f e s t y le  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  t h e m  in  

m in d .    

  

T a l l a s see ’ s  S e n io r  C e n t e r  p r o v id e s  a n  a r r a y  o f  

a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  C i t y ’ s  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  i n c l u d in g  

g a m e s ,  q u i l t  m a k in g ,  d a i l y  m o r n in g  d a n ce ,  d a i l y  m e a l s  

b o t h  o n  s i t e  a n d  f o r  h o m e b o u n d  s e n io r s ,  s h o p p in g  

a n d  d a y  t r i p s  f o r  e n t e r t a i n me nt ,  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

T h e  S e n io r  C e n t e r  h a s  t wo  v a n s  f o r  d e l i v e r i ng  m e a l s ,  

t r a n s p o r t i ng  s e n io r s  t o  t h e  ce n t e r  a n d  f o r  p r o v id in g  

d a y  t r i p  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  T h e  S e n io r  C e n t e r  p a r t n e r s  

w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  o r g a n i z a t io n s  t o  p r o v id e  s e r v i ce s  t o  

t h e i r  c l i e n t s .  I v y  C r e e k  U r g e n t  C a r e  p r o v id e s  b lo o d  

p r e s s u re  a n d  s t r e s s  t e s t i n g  t o  h e lp  s e n io r s  i n  

m o n i t o r i ng  t h e i r  h e a l t h ca r e  n e e d s ,  t h e  T a l l a s see  

P o l i ce  D e p a r t m e n t  p r o v id e s  s a f e t y  wo r k s h o p s  a n d  

T r u s t m a rk  B a n k  e d u ca t e s  s e n io r s  o n  i d e n t i f y in g  a n d  

a v o id ing  f r a u d .     

 

7  2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  1 0 - 2  

P r o v i d i n g  o p t i o n s  f o r  
c i t i z e n s  t o  r e m a i n  a c t i v e  
i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
a s p e c t  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y ’ s   
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .   

Image Sources |  

Digngo.com 

Google.com  

 

 

I v y  U r g e n t  C a r e  o f  
T a l l a s s e e .   
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Ov e r a l l ,  T a l l a s see  p r o v id e s  a n  a r r a y  o f  s e n io r  s e r v i ce s ,  

h o we v e r  t h e r e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  r o o m  f o r  im p r o v e m en t  i n  

t h e  a r e a s  o f  im p o r t a n ce  s u ch  a s  p h y s i ca l  a n d  s o c i a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  a s  we l l  a s  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n in g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

t h e  C i t y ’ s  s e n io r  p o p u l a t i o n .    

 

 

Recrea t i on :   P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t io n  s e r v i ce s  p l a y  a  

v i t a l  r o l e  i n  e n h a n c in g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  a  c i t y ’ s  

r e s id e nt s .   Am o n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a  s t r o n g  p a r k s  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a r e :   

  

• Im p r o v e d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  t h r o u g h  r e c r e a t i o n  

p r o g r a m in g ,  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  r e s o u r ce  

co n s e r v a t io n .  

 

• P a r k s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  p r o v id e  

o u r  y o u t h  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e lo p  h e a l t h y  

l i f e s t y le  h a b i t s  a n d  g r o w  i n t o  s t r o n g  co m m u n i t y  

p a r t i c i p a nt s .  

 

• P a r k s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  c r e a t e  

l i f e l i ne s  a n d  o n g o in g  l i f e  e x p e r i e n ce s  f o r  o ld e r  

m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  co m m u n i t y  a n d  g e n e r a t e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c i t i z e n s  t o  co m e  t o g e t h e r  

a r o u n d  co m m o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  

 

• P u b l i c  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  c r e a t e  

e n o r m o u s  e co n o m ic  v a lu e  t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e d  

p a r t n e r sh ip s ,  wh i ch  im p r o v e s  t h e  j o b  b a s e  a n d  

t h e  e co n o m ic  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l o ca l  e co n o m y ,  

i n c l u d in g  b u s in e s s  r e lo ca t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s ion  i n  

t h e  co m m u n i t y ,  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  n e w  jo b s ,  

i n c r e a s in g  h o m e  v a lu e s  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  t o u r i s m .  4  

 
A h e a l t h y  l i f e s t y l e  b e g in s  w i t h  p h y s i ca l  a c t i v i t y .   

T a l l a s see  cu r r e n t l y  p r o v id e s  a  w id e  r a n g e  o f  a t h l e t i c  

p r o g r a m s  f o r  y o u t h  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  o r g a n i z e d  s p o r t s  

a n d  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  a d u l t  p r o g r a m s  h o we v e r  t h i s  a r e a  

n e e d s  t o  b e  e x p a n d e d  u p o n .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  P a r k s  

a n d  R e c r e a t io n  D e p a r t m e n t  s h o u ld  wo r k  w i t h  S e n io r  

C e n t e r  s t a f f  t o  p r o v id e  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m m in g  f o r  

s e n io r  a d u l t s  a n d  t o  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  y o u t h .   T h e  C i t y  

s h o u ld  s t r i v e  t o  o f f e r  p r o g r a m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h o s e  

ch i l d r e n  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  o r  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

cu r r e n t l y  o f f e r e d  a c t i v i t i e s .    

 

8 9  1 0 - 3 C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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L i k e w i se ,  m o r e  a d u l t  a n d  s e n io r  a d u l t  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u ld  

b e  a d d e d  t o  T a l l a s see ’ s  r e c r e a t i o n  p r o g r a m  in  o r d e r  

t o  p r o v id e  a  m o r e  we l l - r o u n d ed  a n d  i n c lu s i v e  

cu r r i cu lu m  f o r  c i t i z e n s  t o  s e l e c t  f r o m .   T h e r e  a r e  a  

n u m b e r  o f  c i t i e s  i n  A l a b a m a  f r o m  wh i ch  t o  d r a w  

i n s p i r a t io n  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  

a l l  a g e s ,  a  f e w  o f  wh i ch  i n c l u d e  Au b u r n ,  C u l lm a n  a n d  

D e ca t u r .  

 

 

Wa l ka bi l i ty 5:  R e ce n t  s t u d i e s  s h o w t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  p h y s i ca l  b e n e f i t s  a s s o c i a t ed  w i t h  h e a l t h y  

co m m u n i t i e s ,  wa l k a b l e  co m m u n i t i e s  ca n  a l s o  p r o v id e  

e co n o m ic  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  b e n e f i t s .   

  

E co n o m ica l l y ,  a  t o wn  o r  c i t y  ca n  b e n e f i t  f r o m  h a v in g  a  

m o r e  wa l k a b l e  e n v i r o n m en t .  T h e  p r e s e n ce  o f  s i d e wa l k s  

a n d  o t h e r  wa l k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  s h o wn  t o  i n c r e a s e  

p r o p e r t y  v a lu e  a n d  p r o m o t e  t o u r i s m .  S id e wa l k s  a n d  

co n n e c t e d ,  we l l - m a in ta in ed  p e d e s t r i a n  n e t wo r k s  a l l o w  

c i t i z e n s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s a f e l y  a n d  co n v e n ie n t l y  

p a t r o n i ze  l o ca l  s h o p s ,  b u s in e sse s  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s .  

  

E n v i r o n me nt a l l y ,  i n c r e a s in g  wa l k a b i l i t y  ca n  a l s o  h a v e  

p o s i t i ve  im p a c t s  o n  t h e  co m m u n i t y .  W a l k i n g  o r  b i k i n g  

ca n  d e c r e a s e  ca r  t r a v e l  a n d  t h e r e b y  d e c r e a s e  h a r m f u l  

a u t o  e m i s s ion s .    

  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e co n o m ic  a n d  e n v i r o n m e nt a l  b e n e f i t s ,  

wa l k a b l e  co m m u n i t i e s  a l s o  p r o v id e  a d v a n t a g es  f o r  

r e s id e nt s .  S a f e ,  wa l k a b l e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t s  ca n  p r o v id e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p e o p le  o f  a l l  a g e s  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  t o  

s t a y  s o c i a l l y  co n n e c t e d  a n d  e n g a g e d .  W a l k i n g  i s  a n  

e a s y  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e  wa y  t o  s t a y  f i t .   

 

 

C ommuni ty  Ga rdens a nd Fa r mer s ’  Ma r kets :  Acce s s  

t o  f r e s h  f o o d  i s  a n  im p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  o f  a ch i e v in g  a  

h e a l t h y  l i f e s t y le .   C o m m u n i t y  g a r d e n s  a r e  p l a ce s  

wh e r e  ch i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s  a l i k e  ca n  h a v e  f u n ,  wh i l e  

e x e r c i s i ng  a n d  l e a r n in g  a b o u t  f a r m in g ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  s e l f -

r e l i a n ce  a n d  h o w t o  b e co m e  e n t r e p r e n eu r s  t h r o u g h  

f i r s t h a nd  e x p e r i e n ce .   T h e s e  g a r d e n s  a l s o  p r o v id e  

a d d i t i o na l  s o c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  a  p o in t  o f  u n i t y  

f o r  l o ca l  r e s id e n t s  a s  we l l  a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  p o in t  o f  

i n co m e  t o  t h e  co m m u n i t y .   T h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  

e x a m p les  o f  co m m u n i t y  g a r d e n s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  

m a y  b e  d r a wn  f r o m  s h o u ld  T a l l a s se e  w i s h  t o  e x p lo r e  

e s t a b l i sh in g  a  p r o g r a m  o f  i t s  o wn .  
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Walkability is a measure of 

how friendly an area is to 

walking. Walkability has health, 

environmental, and economic 

benefits. It is an important 

concept in sustainable urban 

design.  

 
-Victoria Transport  

Policy Institute 

T a l l a s s e e ’ s  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t  
i s  a  s e a s o n a l  d r a w  f o r  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y .  F i n d i n g  w a y s  
t o  e x p a n d  t h e  m a r k e t  
w o u l d  b e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
b e n e f i t  f o r  t h e  C i t y .   

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  1 0 - 4  

https://www.facebook.com/pellcityfarmersmarket/photos/a.1445518909089245.1073741829.1436913613283108/1699068533734280/?type=3
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F o r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s  T a l l a s see  h a s  h a d  a n  e s t a b l i sh ed  

F a r m e r s ’  M a r k e t  wh i ch  a l l o ws  c i t i z e n s  t o  p u r ch a s e  

f r e s h  f r u i t s  a n d  v e g e t a b l es  a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r  h o m e  

g r o wn / h o m em ad e  i t e m s .   A t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g  i t  

wa s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  m a r k e t  wo u ld  n o t  b e  a c t i v e  

i n  2 0 18 ,  b u t  m a y  b e  r e e s t a b l i sh ed  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .   A  

m a r k e t  o f  t h i s  k i n d  n o t  o n l y  p r o v id e s  f r e s h  p r o d u ce  t o  

a  co m m u n i t y ;  i t  a l s o  h e lp s  k e e p  l o ca l  d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  

co m m u n i t y  a n d  s u p p o r t s  l o ca l  f a r m e r s  a n d  s m a l l  

b u s in e ss .   W h i l e  t h e  p a s t  l o ca t i o n  o f  T a l l a s se e ’ s  

m a r k e t  e a s t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  o n  H ig h wa y  1 4  p r o v id e d  h ig h  

v i s i b i l i t y  i t  d id  n o t  n e ce s s a r i l y  co n t r i b u t e  t o  

p a t r o n a g e  o f  o t h e r  l o ca l  b u s in e s ses .   A  l o ca t i o n  i n  

h i s t o r i c  d o wn t o wn  wo u ld  n o t  o n l y  p r o v id e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

t o  f r e s h  p r o d u ce ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l o ws  d o wn t o wn  

b u s in e sses  t o  s h o wca s e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  t o  m a r k e t  

p a t r o n s .      

 

A s  w i t h  co m m u n i t y  g a r d e n s ,  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  

a r e  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t s  a c r o s s  t h e  

S t a t e  f r o m  wh i ch  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  o f  t h e  T a l l a s see ’ s  

F a r m e r s ’  M a r k e t  ca n  g e t  n e w  id e a s  a n d  k e e p  i n f o r m e d  

r e g a r d in g  t h e  s e c r e t s  t o  a  s u cce s s f u l  m a r k e t  p r o g r a m .   

Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a ’ s  F a r m e r s '  M a r k e t  

Au t h o r i t y  ca n  p r o v id e  a d v i ce  a n d  a s s i s t an ce  o n  

b e co m in g  a n d  m a n a g in g  a  ce r t i f i e d  f a r m e r s ’  m a r k e t ,  

s h o u ld  o r g a n i z e r s  w i s h  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  ce r t i f i c a t i o n .   

C ULTUR A L  E NR IC HM E N T  
 

L i bra r y :  “ I n  a  l a r g e r  s e n s e  Am e r i ca n s  s t r o n g l y  v a lu e  

t h e  r o l e  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e i r  co m m u n i t i e s ,  b o t h  

f o r  p r o v id in g  a cce s s  t o  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  r e s o u r ce s  a n d ,  

f o r  im p r o v in g  t h e  o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e i r  

co m m u n i t i e s .  M a n y  l i b r a r y  r e s o u r ce s  a r e  p a r t i cu l a r l y  

v a lu e d  b y  t h o s e  wh o  a r e  u n e m p lo y ed ,  r e t i r e d ,  o r  

s e a r ch ing  f o r  a  j o b ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h o s e  l i v i n g  w i t h  a  

d i s a b i l i t y ,  a n d  i n t e r n e t  u s e r s  wh o  l a ck  h o m e  i n t e r n e t  

a cce s s . ” 6  

 

T h e  T a l l a s see  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  i s  t h e  d e s t i n a t io n  f o r  a r e a  

r e s id e nt s  l o o k in g  f o r  a  p l a ce  t o  wo r k ,  l e a r n ,  h a v e  f u n  

o r  j u s t  r e l a x .   P a t r o n s  m a y  ch o o s e  f r o m  t h e  L ib r a r y ’ s  

co l l e c t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 3 ,000  b o o k s  i n  p r i n t  a n d  a n  

e q u a l  n u m b e r  o f  o n - l i n e  s e l e c t i o n s .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  

L ib r a r y  o f f e r s  a  w id e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  D V D s ,  a u d io  b o o k s ,  

a n d  e - B o o k s  a s  we l l  a s  t e n  co m p u t e r s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  f o r  r e s e a r ch ,  e m a i l ,  s ch o o l  wo r k  a n d  j o b  

s e a r ch e s .    
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T h e  T a l l a s s e e  P u b l i c  l i b r a r y  i s  
a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y .   

1 0 - 5  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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T h e  L ib r a r y  p r o v id e s  a  k id s  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m  a t t e n d e d ,  

o n  a v e r a g e  b y  1 7 5  ch i l d r e n .   T h i s  p r o g r a m  e n co u r a g e s  

k id s  t o  r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s u m m e r  a n d  g i v e s  t h e m  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  a n d  

a c t i v i t i e s .   

  

T a l l a s see ’ s  l i b r a r y  i s  a lm o s t  a t  ca p a c i t y  a n d  t h e  

l o ca t i o n  o f  t h e  m a in  b r a n ch  l im i t s  i t s  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  

co m m u n i t y .   I t  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  l i b r a r y  l e a d e r s h ip  t h a t  

t h e  l i b r a r y  g r o w  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  C i t y ,  t o  d o  s o  b u i l d i n g  

m a in t e n an ce  a n d  f i b e r  o p t i c  i n t e r n e t  s e r v i ce  a r e  a t  t h e  

t o p  o f  t h e i r  l i s t  o f  p r i o r i t i e s .   Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  a  l i b r a r y  

a n n e x  we s t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  wo u ld  b e  a  l o n g  r a n g e  g o a l  f o r  

f u t u r e  co n s id e r a t i on .  
  
 

Fest i va l s ,  Per for mi ng Ar ts  +  Museums:  T a l l a s see  

b o a s t s  a  n u m b e r  o f  cu l t u r a l  e n r i ch m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .   

Am o n g  t h e m  a r e  co m m u n i t y  ce l e b r a t i o n s ,  p e r f o r m in g  

a r t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a  m u s e u m ,  a l l  o f  wh i ch  a t t r a c t  b o t h  

l o ca l s  a n d  o u t - o f - t own e rs  a l i k e .  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  

p e r f e c t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s h o wca s e  T a l l a s se e ’ s  

h o m e t o wn  a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  o u t s t a n d ing  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .   

D u r i n g  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  b u s in e sse s  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s  

s h o u ld  p u t  o n  t h e i r  b e s t  f a ce  a n d  we l co m e  n e wco m e r s  

t o  t h e i r  e s t a b l i sh m en t  a n d  t h e  co m m u n i t y .   

  

“ Ta l la s see  Now! ” :   T a l l a s see ’ s  s i g n a t u r e  ce l e b r a t i o n  i s  

a  t wo - d a y  f e s t i v i t y  o f  m u s i c ,  a r t ,  f o o d ,  l o ca l  t o u r s  a n d  

o t h e r  f a m i l y  a c t i v i t i e s .   T h i s  g r o w in g  a n n u a l  f e s t i v a l  i s  

s p o n s o re d  b y  t h e  T a l l a s see  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e lo p me nt  

C o o p e r a t io n  a n d  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  b y  l o ca l  

b u s in e sses ,  t h e  T a l l a s se e  C h a m b e r  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  

f o r  t h e  p a s t  e ig h t  y e a r s .    

 
The  McCraney -Cot t l e  A r t s  Counc i l :   T o d a y ,  t h e  A r t s  

C o u n c i l  wo r k s  t o  “ p r o m o t e  a n d  e n co u r a g e  t h e  

d e v e lo pm e nt  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n e  a n d  

p e r f o r m in g  a r t s  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  T a l l a s see  b y  p r e s e n t i ng  

a p p e a r a nce s  o f  v i s i t i n g  a r t i s t s  a n d  b y  s p o n s o r i n g  l o ca l  

a r t i s t i c  e n d e a v o r s . ”   T h e  g r o u p  h a s  p r o v id e d  m e m b e r s  

wi t h  v a r i o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s e e  p r o f e s s ion a l  

p e r f o r m a n ces ,  f r o m  t h e a t r e  t o  m u s i c ,  a s  we l l  a s  g i v e n  

l o ca l  s t u d e n t s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  im m e r s e d  i n  t h e  

a r t s .   S o m e  o f  t h e i r  p a s t  p e r f o r m a n ce s  i n c l u d e  

“ R o b in so n  C r u s o e ”  a n d  “ T o m  S a wy e r ” .   F u r t h e r ,  t h e  

g r o u p  h a s  s p o n s o r e d  m u s i ca l  p e r f o r m a n ce s  f r o m  t h e  

l i k e s  o f  T h e  S o u t h e a s t  C o m m u n i t y  B a n d  a n d  t h e  T r o y  

U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g i a t e  S i n g e r s .   T h e  M cC r a n e y -Cot t l e  

A r t s  C o u n c i l  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r sa r y  i n  2 0 14 .  
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L o g o  f o r  t h e  2 0 1 8  T a l l a s s e e  
N O W !  C e l e b r a t i o n .   
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Mt .  Ve rnon  Theat re :   E s t a b l i sh ed  i n  1 9 35 ,  T h e  M t .  

V e r n o n  T h e a t r e  r e ce n t l y  co m p le t e d  a  m a jo r  r e n o v a t ion  

wh i ch  r e t a i n s  t h e  T h e a t r e ’ s  h i s t o r i c  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  a l s o  

i n c l u d e s  m a n y  b e a u t i f u l  u p d a t e s .   T h i s  d r a m a t i ca l l y  

r e s t o r e d  5 6 5  s e a t  t h e a t e r  n o w  s e r v e s  a s  a  cu l t u r a l  a r t s  

ce n t e r  f o r  T a l l a s se e  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  R i v e r  R e g io n .    

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s ,  m a n y  f a m o u s  s t a r s ,  i n c l u d in g  

Ha n k  W i l l i a ms ,  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  a t  M t .  V e r n o n .   T o d a y  

t h e  T h e a t r e  h o s t s  n o t  o n l y  m o v i e s  b u t  a l s o  l i v e  

t h e a t e r ,  co n ce r t s  a n d  s y m p h o n ies  a s  we l l  a s  

co n f e r e n ce s ,  a n d  k id s  ca m p s ,  a n d  p r o v id e s  r e n t a l  

s p a ce  f o r  p r i v a t e  e v e n t s  a n d  we d d in g s .  

 

M t .  V e r n o n  T h e a t r e  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p i e ce  o f  t h e  f a b r i c  

o f  h i s t o r i c  d o wn t o wn  T a l l a s see .   I n  o r d e r  f o r  

r e v i t a l i z a t io n  o f  t h i s  a r e a  t o  b e  s u cce s s f u l  a n ch o r  u s e s  

s u ch  a s  t h e  T h e a t r e ,  a n d  t h e  Ho t e l  T a l i s i  a r e  c r u c i a l  t o  

i n c r e a s in g  p a t r o n a g e  o f  o t h e r  d o wn t o wn  r e s t a u r a n ts  

a n d  b u s in e s ses .    

 
Ta l las see  Fa l l s  Museum:   T h e  T a l l a s se e  F a l l s  M u s e u m  

i s  a  h id d e n  j e we l  i n  h i s t o r i c  d o wn t o wn  T a l l a s se e .   

C u r a t e d  b y  M r .  B i l l  G o s s  t h e  m u s e u m  i s  a  h i s t o r i c  

s n a p s ho t  o f  v a r i o u s  e r a s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C i t y  a n d  

s u r r o u n d in g  a r e a s .   F r o m  t h e  N a t i v e  Am e r i ca n ,  

M u s k og ee  T r i b e ,  t h a t  s e t t l e d  t h e  a r e a  f r o m  1 6 86 -1836  

t o  t h e  M i l l  V i l l a g e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 00 ’ s ,  t h e  m u s e u m  

d o cu m e n t s  T a l l a s see ’ s  h i s t o r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  

a r t i f a c t s ,  h i s t o r i c  d o cu m e n t s ,  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  

a r t wo r k .   T h e  m u s e u m  p r o v id e s  c i t i z e n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  

a l i k e  a  we a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

T a l l a s see  a n d  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  

a b o u t  h o w  t h e  co m m u n i t y  h a s  g r o wn  a n d  ch a n g e d  

o v e r  t im e .  

 

 

 
P OTENTIAL  Q UAL IT Y  OF  L I F E  C ONC EPT  
 
T a l l a s see  h a s  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  i t s  

h i s t o r i c  co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s ,  t o  c r e a t e  s p e c i a l s  p l a ce s  i n  

t h e  C i t y .   T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  d i s t i n c t i v e  co m m u n i t i e s  

w i t h in  T a l l a s se e  d e f i n e d  p r im a r i l y  b y  a  h i s t o r i c  

i d e n t i t y :   C a r r v i l l e ,  E a s t  T a l l a s see ,  T a l l a s se e  ( o r  we s t  

T a l l a s see )  a n d  J o r d a n v i l l e .  W i t h in  e a ch  o f  t h e s e  

co m m u n i t i e s  i s  s o m e  f o r m  o f  co m m e r c i a l  o r  

“ d o wn t o wn ”  a r e a  t h a t  p r o v id e s  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

f o r  e co n o m ic  r e v i t a l i z a t io n/d e ve lop m en t .   T h i s  i s  t r u l y  

a  s p e c i a l  a s p e c t  o f  T a l l a s see  n o t  s e e n  i n  m a n y  

co m m u n i t i e s  o f  i t s  s i z e .  
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T h e  T a l l a s s e e  F a l l s  M u s e u m  
i s  o n e  o f  m a n y  v e n u e s  t h a t  
d e p i c t  T a l l a s s e e ’ s  r i c h  
h i s t o r y .   

T h e  M t .  V e r n o n  T h e a t r e  a d d s  
t o  t h e  n o s t a l g i c  f e e l  o f  
d o w n t o w n  T a l l a s s e e .   

1 0 - 7  C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  



 |  QUALITY OF LIFE  10 
T h e r e  i s  h u g e  co m m u n i t y  a n d  e co n o m ic  p o t e n t i a l  i n  

t h e  e x i s t e n ce  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  co m m u n i t i e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  

im p o r t a n t  t o  a l s o  r e co g n i z e  t h e i r  e x i s t e n ce  h a s  

c r e a t e d  p e r ce i v e d  s e p a r a t i on s  i n  t h e  T a l l a s se e  

co m m u n i t y  a s  a  wh o le .   T h i s  p e r ce i v e d  s e p a r a t i o n  h a s  

h in d e r e d  t h e  C i t y  wh e n  i t  co m e s  t o  co m m u n i t y  

co h e s io n  a n d  e co n o m ic  v ib r a n cy .   C o n ce r t e d  e f f o r t s  

s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  t o  u n i t e  a l l  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  T a l l a s see  

a s  o n e  co m m u n i t y  w i t h  a  r i ch  a n d  v a r i e d  “ s h a r e d”  

h i s t o r y .   
  

T h e  C i t y  s h o u ld  d e v e lo p  a n  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  

p l a n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  p l a n s  f o r  a l l  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  

co m m e r c i a l  n o d e s .   W i t h in  e a ch  n o d e  p l a n s  s h o u ld  b e  

m a d e  t o  ce l e b r a t e  t h a t  co m m u n i t y ’ s  h i s t o r y  a s  we l l  a s  

i n j e c t  e a ch  co m m u n i t y  w i t h  e co n o m ic  g r o wt h .   E a ch  o f  

t h e s e  “ s p e c i a l  p u b l i c  s p a ce s ”  co u ld  b e co m e  a  s p o k e  i n  

t h e  wh e e l  o f  T a l l a s s ee ’ s  e co n o m ic  r e v i t a l i z a t io n  wh i l e  

s t i l l  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h e i r  u n iq u e  

i d e n t i t i e s .  
  

As  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t  

p l a n  a  n e w  lo o k  s h o u ld  b e  t a k e n  a t  t h e  o v e r a l l  z o n in g  

o f  t h e  C i t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  p l a n n e d  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t  

r e f l e c t s  t h e  l o ca t i o n  a n d  n e e d s  o f  n o t  o n l y  t h e s e  f o u r  

n o d e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e m a in in g  a r e a s  o f  t h e  

C i t y .  
 

T h e  Am e r i ca n  P l a n n ing  As s o c i a t i o n  d e s c r i b e s  a  “ p u b l i c  

s p a ce ”  a s  a  g a t h e r i n g  s p o t  o r  p a r t  o f  a  n e ig h b o r h o o d ,  

d o wn t o wn ,  s p e c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  wa t e r f r o n t ,  o r  o t h e r  a r e a  

w i t h in  t h e  p u b l i c  r e a lm  t h a t  h e lp s  p r o m o t e  s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i on  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  co m m u n i t y .  E x a m p le s  

i n c l u d e  s p a ce s  s u ch  a s  p l a z a s ,  t o wn  s q u a r e s ,  p a r k s ,  

m a r k e t p la ces ,  p u b l i c  co m m o n s  a n d  m a l l s ,  p u b l i c  

g r e e n s ,  p i e r s ,  s p e c i a l  a r e a s  w i t h in  co n v e n t io n  ce n t e r s  

o r  g r o u n d s ,  s i t e s  w i t h in  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  l o b b ie s ,  

co n co u r s e s  o r  p u b l i c  s p a ce s  w i t h in  p r i v a t e  b u i l d i n g s . 7  

 

T h e y  g o  f u r t h e r  b y  i d e n t i f y in g  wh a t  s e t s  a  g r e a t  s p a ce  

a p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r  s p a ce s  b y  p r o v id in g  t h e  f o l l o w in g  

ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  G r e a t  P u b l i c  S p a ce :  

 

 

 
• Promotes human contact and 

social activities. 
 

• Is safe, welcoming, and 

accommodating for all users. 
 

• Has design and architectural 

features that are visually 

interesting. 

• Promotes community involvement. 
 

• Reflects the local culture or 

history. 
 

• Relates well to bordering uses. 
 

• Is well maintained. 
 

• Has a unique or special character. 

Section Data Sources | 

 
1www.wisegeek.org 
2Trust for America’s Health – 

healthyamericans.org 
3www.seniorliving.org/lifestyles/

active-senior 
4Recognizing the importance of 

Parks and Recreation facilities. . . 

.111th Congress H.RES 288 March 

26, 2009 
5Institute for public 

administration, 

http://www.ipa.udel.edu/healthy

DEtoolkit/docs/WalkabilityAsses

smentTool.pdf 
6webjunction.org – Pew Report:  

Public Libraries’ Importance and 

Impact 
7American Planning Association, 

www.planning.org/greatplaces/s

paces/characteristic.htm 

2 0  |  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  1 0 - 8  



Encourage the education of chi ldren on making healthy food and 

l i festyle choices.    
( H ea l thy  L i f es ty l es )  

  

Create healthy l i festyle programs for senior c it izens.   
( H ea l thy  L i f es ty l es )  

  

Str ive to provide programs/faci l i t ies for chi ldren unable to 

par t ic ipate in current ly offered act iv it ies .   
( H ea l thy  L i f es ty l es )  

  

Increase number of adult  and senior adult  act iv it ies offered.  
( H ea l thy  L i f es ty l es )  

  

Explore the possibi l i ty of establ ishing community garden(s)  in 

Tal lassee.    
( C ommuni ty  G a r dens  a nd F a r mer s ’  Ma r kets )  

  

Work to reestabl ish the Tal lassee Farmers’  Market possibly in a new 

locat ion that wi l l  benefit  other local  businesses.   
( C ommuni ty  G a r dens  a nd F a r mer s ’  Ma r kets )  

  

Continue to suppor t and promote the cultural  and community 

act iv it ies ,  fest ivals ,  and organizat ions that showcase Tal lassee.  
( F est i va l s ,  P er for mi ng Ar t s  a nd Museums)  

  

Work to grow the l ibrar y along with the City through:  

Continued bui lding maintenance  

Provision of f iber optic internet ser vice  

A possible l ibrar y annex west of the r iver  
( C u l tur a l  En r i chment)  

 

Make effor ts to unite al l  Tal lassee cit izens as one community with a 

r ich and var ied “shared” histor y.  
( P otent i a l  Q ua l i ty  of  L i f e  C oncept )  

  

Develop an economic development plan that includes plans for the 

four unique commercial  nodes.    
( P otent i a l  Q ua l i ty  of  L i f e  C oncept )  

  

As a par t  of proposed economic development plan conduct an 

overal l  review of the City’s zoning standards.   
( P otent i a l  Q ua l i ty  of  L i f e  C oncept )  

     |  QUALITY OF LIFE  
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P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



“People are under the impression that dictionaries 

legislate language. What a dictionary does is keep 

track of usages over time.” 

- Steven Pinker 

2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   

COMP PLAN 

GLOSSARY 



P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



H OUS ING   
  

F a mi l y  -  A family includes a householder and one or more 

people l iving in the same household who are related to the 

householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. All  people in a 

household who are related to the householder are regarded 

as members of his or her family .   

 

F a mi l y  H o u s e ho ld  -  A family household may contain 

people not related to the householder, but those people are 

not included as part of the householder's family in census 

tabulations. A household can contain only one family for 

purposes of census tabulations. Not all  households contain 

families since a household may comprise a group of 

unrelated people or one person l iving alone.  

 

H o u s eho l d  -   A household includes all  the people who 

occupy a housing unit (such as a house or apartment) as 

their usual place of residence.  

  

A household includes the related family members and all  the 

unrelated people, if  any, such as lodgers, foster children, 

wards, or employees who share the housing unit .  A person 

l iving alone in a housing unit ,  or a group of unrelated people 

sharing a housing unit such as partners or roomers, is also 

counted as a household. There are two major categories of 
households, "family" and "nonfamily ."   
 

H o u s eho l d  T y p e  - Households are classif ied by type 

according to the sex of the householder and the presence of 

relatives. Examples include: married couple family ;  male 

householder, no wife present; female householder, no 

husband present.  

 

H o u s e  - A house, an apartment, a mobile home or trai ler ,  a 

group of rooms, or a single room occupied as separate l iving 

quarters,  or if  vacant, intended for occupancy as separate 

l iving quarters.  Separate l iving quarters are those in which 

the occupants l ive separately from any other individuals in 

the building and which have direct access from outside the 

building or through a common hall .  For vacant units,  the 

cr iteria of separateness and direct access are applied to the 

intended occupants whenever possible.  

 

O w n e r  O c c u p i ed  -  A housing unit is owner occupied if  the 

owner or co-owner l ives in the unit even if  it  is mortgaged or 

not fully paid for .   

 

Re n t e r  O c c u p ied  - All  occupied units which are not owner 

occupied, whether they are rented for cash rent or occupied 

without payment of cash rent, are classif ied as renter -

occupied. 
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P A G E  I N T E N T I O N A L L Y  L E F T  B L A N K  

 



“What you get by achieving your goals is not as 

important as what you become by achieving your 

goals. 

- Zig Ziglar 

2040 COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN   

GOALS 

+ OBJECTIVES 



E N  G O A L  # 1 :  P R E S E R V E  A N D  E N H A N C E  T H E  C I T Y ’ S  N AT U R A L  

E N V I RO N M E N T  
 

P ol i cy :   D evel opmenta l  r egu l a t i ons  w i l l  pr ov i de opt i ons  to pr otect  
w et l a nds ,  s t r ea ms ,  w a ter  f r onta ge a nd other  env i r onmenta l l y  sens i t i ve 
a r ea s .  
 

Objectives:  
Require that developers identify environmentally sensit ive areas on site plans and 

subdivision plats as part of review process.  

  

Carry out a regular review of developmental regulations for compatibil ity ,  

implementation, and effectiveness.  

  

Amend the Zoning Ordinance and/or Subdivision Regulations to include standards 

for protection of environmentally sensit ive areas.  

 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  

I I - 1  
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II 

E N  G O A L  # 2 :  I N C R E A S E  ACC E S S I B I L I T Y  TO  T H E  C I T Y ’ S  N AT U R A L  

E N V I RO N M E N T   
 

P ol i cy :   Ex pa nd the a mount  of  open  spa ces ,  t r a i l s ,  w a l kw a y s  a nd pa ss i ve 
r ecr ea t i on  a ct i v i t i es  
 

Objectives:  
Expand walking trai l  systems and sidewalks to connect schools,  historic areas and 

commercial centers.  
  

Work with private developers to promote public open spaces within their 

developments, trai ls throughout the development, and/or access to waterfronts.  

 
 
E N  G O A L  # 3:  E N CO U R AG E  D E V E LO P M E N T  T H AT  I S  CO M PAT I B L E  W I T H  

T H E  N AT U R A L  E N V I RO N M E N T.  
 

P ol i cy :   I mpr ove the qua l i ty  a nd compa t i bi l i t y  of  l a nd uses  a nd 
devel opment .  
 

Objectives:  
Review exist ing developmental regulations for compatibil ity of land uses within 

the same zoning distr icts.  
  

Require that new development implements Storm Water Management techniques, 

erosion control measures and other environmental protection best practices.  
  

P ol i cy :   P r omote devel opment  tha t  i s  sens i t i ve to the na tu r a l  
env i r onment .   
 

Objectives:  
Work with developers or private property owners through the site planning and 

subdivision processes to take advantage of ,  and work with, the natural terrain and 

the property’s environmental features when planning developments.  

E
n
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E N  G O A L  # 4 :  I M P RO V E  T H E  V I S UA L  A P P E A R A N C E  O F  T H E  C I T Y   
 

P ol i cy :   N ew  devel opment  a nd r edevel opment  w i l l  pr ov i de l a ndsca pi ng 
a nd ma i n tena nce a s  a  pa r t  of  the pr oject .  
 

Objectives:  
Actively enforce streetscape and parking lot landscaping standards in the zoning 
ordinance as part of new development or redevelopment projects.   
  

P ol i cy :   W or k  to enha nce C i ty  ga tew a y s  a nd publ i c  f a c i l i t i es  th r ough  
l a ndsca pi ng a nd ma i n tena nce.  
 

Objectives:  
Implement landscaping improvement demonstration projects at City gateways and 

other appropriate locations including signage.  
  

Provide proper maintenance of City landscaping projects and gateways and/or 

work with other entit ies on whose property these landscape projects reside, or 

who are otherwise responsible for landscaping, to ensure they are maintained.  
  

Prepare and implement landscape plans for City facil it ies and development 
projects.  
  

P ol i cy :   C ont i nue to pr omote a nd ex pa nd pr oper  pr i va te pr oper ty  
ma i n tena nce a nd upkeep.  
 

Objectives:  
Fully enforce current nuisance and property maintenance ordinances including : 
 

    - c learance and removal of dilapidated/unsafe structures  

    - lot maintenance, i .e.  cutting of grass, removal of dead trees, c learance of 

      abandoned/junk vehicles and equipment, etc .  
 

P ol i cy :   P r omote communi ty  env i r onmenta l  a w a r eness  pr ogr a ms .  
 

Objectives:  
Encourage the participation of neighborhoods, civic organizations, businesses and 

individuals on annual clean-up days.  
 

Provide educational material regarding the importance of l itter free environments  
 

Establish a City E-Cycle program 
 

Continue to support and participate in Arbor Day activit ies  
 

Re-energize Tree City USA activit ies through the development of a tree committee  
 

Introduce Green Init iat ives  

    - Develop a water run-off program 

    - Establish standards for proper disposal of oils,  grease, paint and other 

hazardous  

      materials 

    - Expand the Recycling Program and promote it  to Tallassee residences and  

      businesses 

 

      |  G O A L S  +  O B J E C T I V E S  
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E D  G O A L  # 1 :  E X PA N D I N G  T H E  TA X  B A S E  
 

P ol i cy :   W or k  to a t t r a ct  new  bus i ness  to the C i ty   
 

Objectives:  
 

Facil itate new business recruitment with all  economic coordinating agencies to 

promote Tallassee to business prospects.    

    - Elmore County Economic Development Authority  

    - Elmore County IDB 

    - Tallapoosa County IDB 

    - Tallassee Chamber of Commerce  

    - Tallassee Redevelopment Authority  

    - Tallassee Community Development Organization  

    - Tallassee IDB 

    - Alabama Power 

    - Alabama Department of Commerce  
  

Conduct a market analysis of Tallassee and surrounding hinterland  
  

Develop educational marketing materials to aid in business recruitment  
  

Participate in regional business recruitment forums such as International Council 

of Shopping Centers (retail  only) and trade shows to identify and make contact 
with businesses seeking to expand in the southeast.  
 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

      |  G O A L S  +  O B J E C T I V E S  
 

 

 

II 

E D  G O A L  # 2 :  AT T R AC T  N E W  B U S I N E S S  A N D  I N D U S T RY  TO  T H E  C I T Y   
 

P ol i cy :   F a c i l i t a te new  i ndust r i a l  r ecr u i tment  w i th  a l l  economi c  
coor di na t i ng a genci es  to pr omote T a l l a ssee.  
 

Objectives:  

    - Elmore County Economic Development Authority  

    - Elmore County IDB 

    - Tallapoosa County IDB 

    - Tallassee Chamber of Commerce  

    - Tallassee Redevelopment Authority  

    - Tallassee Community Development Organization  

    - Tallassee IDB 

    - Alabama Power  
 

P ol i cy :   D evel op educa t i ona l  ma r ket i ng ma ter i a l s  to a i d i n  i ndust r i a l  
r ecr u i tment .  
  
P ol i cy :   W or k  to ex tend f i ber  opt i cs  th r oughout  C i ty .  
 
P ol i cy :   P a r t i c i pa te i n  ef for t s  by  the Regi ona l  W or k for ce D evel opment  
C ounci l  to r ecr u i t  a nd t r a i n  empl oy ees  to a ddr ess  sk i l l s  needed by  
ex i s t i ng a nd pr ospect i ve empl oy er s .  
 
 

I I - 3  
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E D  G O A L  # 2 :  AT T R AC T  N E W  B U S I N E S S  A N D  I N D U S T RY  TO  T H E  C I T Y  

( C O N T I N U E D )  
 

P ol i cy :   C oor di na te ef for t s  to a l i gn  T a l l a ssee C a r eer  C enter  a nd post -
seconda r y  educa t i ona l  t r a i n i ng pr ogr a ms w i th  l oca l  a nd r egi ona l  
w or k for ce dema nds .   

 

 

1  
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E D  G O A L  # 3:  R E TA I N  E X I S T I N G  B U S I N E S S  
 

P ol i cy :   P r omote l oca l  bus i ness  ex pa ns i on  oppor tun i t i es  to T a l l a ssee’ s  
ex i s t i ng i ndust r y  a nd bus i nesses  
 

Objectives:  
Provide information on state and federal programs available for local business 

expansion 
  

Be a conduit of information sharing between businesses  
  

Build productive and collaborative relationships with exist ing businesses  
  

Improve interactions with businesses  
  

Annually (or more frequently)  recognize an exist ing business for its posit ive impact 

on the community.  

E D  G O A L  # 4 :  P RO M OT E  TO U R I S M   
 

P ol i cy :   Ex pa nd the a mount  of  open  spa ces ,  t r a i l s ,  w a l kw a y s  a nd pa ss i ve 
r ecr ea t i on  a ct i v i t i es .  
 

Objectives:  
Enhance and expand the trai l  system to connect schools with parks, residential and 

commercial centers,  public buildings, historic downtown and open spaces.  
  

Develop educational marketing materials on Tallassee’s activit ies,  special events 

and facil it ies.  
 

P ol i cy :   P r ov i de a n  ef fect i ve a nd a t t r a ct i ve sy s tem of  c i ty - w i de s i gna ge 
a nd l i gh t i ng to sa fel y  convey  a nd di r ect  v i s i tor s  a nd r es i dents  to a  fu l l -
r a nge of  dest i na t i ons .    
  

P ol i cy :   Eva l ua te the ex i s t i ng s t r eet  l i gh t  sy s tem to deter mi ne i f  
i mpr ovements  a r e needed.  
  

P ol i cy :   Requ i r e tha t  s t r eet  l i gh t i ng a nd s i dew a l k s  be pr ov i ded a s  pa r t  
of  new  devel opment .  
  

P ol i cy :   Ex pa nd r ecr ea t i ona l  oppor tun i t i es  of fer ed by  C i ty  
 

|  2 0 4 0  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  I I - 4  
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E D  G O A L  # 5:  M A I N TA I N  A N D  R E V I TA L I Z E  H I S TO R I C  D O W N TO W N  

TA L L A S S E E  A S  A  H U B  F O R  C I V I C ,  F E S T I V E  A N D  CO M M E RC I A L  AC T I V I T Y.  
 

P ol i cy :   P r omote a nd ma r ket  spec i a l  events  ( a nnua l / per i odi ca l l y )  i n  the 
dow ntow n a r ea .  
 

P ol i cy :   P r epa r e a  h i s tor i c  di s t r i ct  pl a n  to gu i de the fu tu r e devel opment  
of  D ow ntow n .  ( This plan should evaluate and make recommendations in the 

fol lowing areas: market strategy, land use, traff ic circulation, building location and 

obsolescence, architecture, landscaping, on-site circulation, s ignage and entry 

treatments.)  

 
P ol i cy :   D evel op ma r ket i ng tool s  to pr omote a ct i v i t i es .  

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  
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II 

E D  G O A L  # 6 :  C E L E B R AT E  T H E  C I T Y ’ S  H E R I TAG E  A N D  P R E S E R V E  A N D  

P ROT E C T  I T S  H I S TO R I C  R E S O U RC E S  A S  E S S E N T I A L  E L E M E N T S  O F  T H E  

C I T Y ’ S  E CO N O M I C  H E A LT H ,  A E S T H E T I C  C H A R AC T E R ,  A N D  S E N S E  O F  

P L AC E .  

 
 P ol i cy :   Encour a ge r e i nvestment  a nd r ev i ta l i za t i on  of  the C i ty ’ s  four  
h i s tor i c  commer ci a l  nodes  ( C a r r v i l l e ,  Ea s t  T a l l a ssee,  H i s tor i c  D ow ntow n 
T a l l a ssee a nd Jor da nv i l l e)  w h i l e a t  the sa me t i me r espect i ng a nd 
pr eser v i ng ea ch  a r ea ’ s  un i que cha r a cter  a nd sense of  pl a ce.  
 
P ol i cy :   D evel op fa ca de gu i del i nes ,  a nd a r ch i tectur a l  s ta nda r ds  for  i n f i l l  
devel opment  a s  pa r t  of  z on i ng s ta nda r ds .  
 
P ol i cy :   Encour a ge a ppr opr i a te i n f i l l  devel opment  w i th i n  ea ch  of  the 
h i s tor i c  commer ci a l  nodes  tha t  enha nces  a nd a r t i cu l a tes  the cu l tu r e a nd 
h i s tor y  of  the a r ea .  
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T R  G O A L  # 1 :  D E V E LO P  A  M A S T E R  S T R E E T  P L A N  TO  R E F L E C T  L A N D  

U S E S  P RO P O S E D  I N  T H E  F U T U R E  L A N D  U S E  P L A N .   
 

P ol i cy :   Ma i n ta i n  l ong- r a nge a nd shor t - r a nge t r a nspor ta t i on  pl a ns  
a dmi n i s ter ed by  the St r eet  D epa r tment .  
  
P ol i cy :   C ons i der  devel opi ng a ccess  ma na gement  s ta nda r ds ,  i nc l udi ng 
the s ta nda r ds  for  dr i vewa y  spa c i ng a nd cr oss  a ccess .    
  
P ol i cy :   I mpr ove/ E l i mi na te cu r r ent  congest i on  &  unsa fe r oa d condi t i ons  
 

Objectives:  
 

Provide improved street connectivity to reduce distance traveled, reduce 

congestion, reduce maintenance costs,  improve walkabil ity ,  and improve 

emergency services response t imes.  
  

Discourage the use of dead-end streets and cul-de-sacs in new subdivisions.  

  

Include an option for alternative routes and new roadway connections in the 

Master Street Plan.  

1  
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T R  G O A L  # 2 :  S U P P O RT  A LT E R N AT E  F O R M S  O F  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N  TO  

AU G M E N T  V E H I C U L A R  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N .   
 

P ol i cy :   P r ov i de a  w el l -ba l a nced r a nge of  t r a nspor ta t i on  choi ces  a nd 
oppor tun i t i es .  
  
P ol i cy :   C ons i der  the use of  C ompl ete St r eet  G u i del i nes  w hen  i mpr ov i ng 
ex i s t i ng s t r eets  or  bu i l di ng new  ones .  ( See Appendi x  D )  

 
Objectives:  
Adopt Complete Street Guidelines for Small and Rural Communities  
 

P ol i cy :  I mpr ove C i ty ’ s  w a l ka bi l i t y  a nd connect i v i ty .  
 

Objectives:  

Develop a Sidewalk/Pedestr ian Master Plan.  
 

Assess exist ing sidewalks, trai ls and paths to ensure pedestr ian safety and develop 

a schedule for regular inspection and maintenance of such infrastructure.  
 

Require construction of new sidewalks or pedestr ian trai ls as development occurs 

along new and exist ing streets.  
 

Work to ensure, where possible, that new sidewalks and pedestr ian trai ls provide 

connections to exist ing pedestr ian ways.  
 

Provide a system of on- and off-street walking/biking and/or multi -use paths that 

connect the places people l ive, work, learn and play.  
  

Develop and execute a “Share the Road” Program for cyclists.  
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T R  G O A L  # 3:  D E V E LO P  A  T R A N S P O RTAT I O N  M A I N T E N A N C E  A N D  

I M P RO V E M E N T  P L A N .   
 

P ol i cy :   C onduct  a  r egu l a r  i nventor y  of  s t r eet  ma i n tena nce i s sues  a nd 
pa vement  needs .  
  
P ol i cy :   D evel op a  r ota t i ng schedu l e for  i n spect i on  a nd 
ma i n tena nce/ pa v i ng of  c i ty  s t r eets .  
  
P ol i cy :   I nc l ude pl a ns  for  a nnua l  funds  for  on - goi ng s t r eet  
ma i ntena nce/ pa v i ng i n  C i ty ’ s  C a pi ta l  O ut l a y  B udget .  
  
P ol i cy :   Seek  to i mpr ove ex i s t i ng r oa dw a y s  to meet  m i n i mum 
engi neer i ng s ta nda r ds  w her e poss i bl e.  
 
 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  

T R  G O A L  # 4 :  D E V E LO P  S TA N DA R D S  TO  I M P RO V E  S T R E E T S C A P E S  A N D  

CO M M U N I T Y  C H A R AC T E R .  
 

P ol i cy :   D evel op a  s t r eetsca pe bea ut i f i ca t i on  pl a n  for  the C i ty ’ s  a r ter i a l  
a nd col l ector  r oa dw a y s .   
 
P ol i cy :   C ompl ete a  w a y f i ndi ng pl a n  for  the C i ty .    

 
Objectives:  
Provide an effective and attractive system of city -wide signage and l ighting to 

safely convey and direct visitors and residents to a full -range of destinations.   
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T R  G O A L  # 5:  I M P RO V E/ E L I M I N AT E  C U R R E N T  CO N G E S T I O N  &  U N S A F E  

RO A D  CO N D I T I O N S .  
 

P ol i cy :   P r ov i de i mpr oved s t r eet  connect i v i ty  to r educe di s ta nce 
t r a vel ed,  congest i on ,  a nd ma i n tena nce costs  a s  w el l  a s  to i mpr ove 
w a l ka bi l i ty ,  a nd emer gency  ser v i ces  r esponse t i mes .  
  
P ol i cy :   D i scour a ge the use of  dea d- end s t r eets  a nd cu l - de-sa cs  i n  new  
subdi v i s i ons .  
  
P ol i cy :   Requ i r e devel oper s  to pr ov i de t r a f f i c  s tudi es  for  h i gh  i n tens i ty  
or  other  devel opments  w i th  the potent i a l  to nega t i vel y  i mpa ct  r oa dw a y  
i n f r a s t r uctur e.  
  
P ol i cy :   Requ i r e cr oss  a ccess  betw een  uses  a l ong commer ci a l  
thor oughfa r es  to r educe unnecessa r y  tu r n i ng movements .  
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T R  G O A L  # 5:  I M P RO V E/ E L I M I N AT E  C U R R E N T  CO N G E S T I O N  &  U N S A F E  

RO A D  CO N D I T I O N S .   ( C O N T I N U E D )  
 

P ol i cy :   I mpr ove sa fety  i n  a r ea s  w her e m i x ed for ms of  t r a nspor ta t i on  
occur  ( i . e .  veh i cu l a r / pedest r i a n/ cycl i s t s ) .  
 

Objectives:  
Perform a safety assessment of areas where mixed forms of transportation occur 

( i .e.  schools,  parks, downtown and shopping areas)  

  

Institute appropriate safety measures where transportation confl icts occur, such as 

reducing vehicle speeds, install ing addit ional crosswalks, signal installat ion, etc.  

  

Evaluate sight distances at school intersections and approaches and make 

appropriate adjustments to correct potential safety issues.  
  
 

 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  
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T R  G O A L  # 6 :  I M P RO V E  ACC E S S  AC RO S S  TA L L A P O O S A  R I V E R  
 

P ol i cy :   W or k  w i th  AL D O T  to ma ke needed i mpr ovements  a nd to i ncr ea se 
f r equency  of  schedu l ed ma i n tena nce to ex i s t i ng F i t z pa tr i ck  B r i dge  
  
P ol i cy :   Renew  di scuss i ons  w i th  AL D O T  r ega r di ng i ns ta l l a t i on  of  a  
second br i dge a cr oss  the T a l l a poosa  R i ver  
 
P ol i cy :   I mpr ove sa fety  i n  a r ea s  w her e m i x ed for ms of  t r a nspor ta t i on  
occur  ( i . e .  veh i cu l a r / pedest r i a n/ cycl i s t s ) .  
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U T  G O A L  # 1 :  C O N T I N U E  TO  P RO V I D E  S A F E  A N D  A B U N DA N T  WAT E R  F O R  

D R I N K I N G  A N D  F O R  F I R E  P ROT E C T I O N  F O R  T H E  CO M M U N I T Y.   
 

P ol i cy :   U pgr a de a l l  ca s t  i r on  w a ter  l i nes  w i th  P V C  or  other  a ppr opr i a te 
ma ter i a l s  i n  nex t  3- 5 y ea r s .  

  
Objectives:  

Create a l ine-item in city budget specif ically for replacement of cast iron util ity 

l ines.  

  

Establish a schedule for replacement of water l ines to coincide with available 

funding budgeted for this project.  

  

Create a map of all cast iron lines and prioritize replacement schedule by areas 

of greatest need.  

 

P ol i cy :   Ma ke necessa r y  upgr a des  to w a ter  f i l t r a t i on  pl a n t  a nd es ta bl i sh  
a  r egu l a r  schedu l e for  ma i n tena nce of  over a l l  w a ter  sy s tem.  
 
P ol i cy :   I nc l ude a nnua l  funds  for  on - goi ng w a ter  sy s tem ma i n tena nce 
a nd r epa i r  i n  C i ty ’ s  C a pi ta l  I mpr ovements  P l a n .  
 
P ol i cy :   Requ i r e tha t  new  gr ow th  be cons i s ten t  w i th  the devel opmenta l  
s ta nda r ds  of  C i ty  or di na nces ,  r egu l a t i ons  a nd pol i c i es .  
 
Objectives:  
Work with developers to ensure that all new development or redevelopment 

complies with minimum developmental requirements as they apply to pipe 

sizing, f lush valve placement, etc.  

  

Ensure that the City maintains the best practical f ire protection rating by 

consistently enforcing water pressure standards.  

  

Establish waterline mapping for all new mains and if resources are available, for 

all existing mains, valves, and pertinent infrastructure.  

 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  
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U T  G O A L  # 2 :  D E V E LO P  S A N I TA RY  S E W E R  I M P RO V E M E N T  P L A N  TO  

A D D R E S S  E X I S T I N G  A N D  F U T U R E  S YS T E M  N E E D S .  
 

P ol i cy :   E s ta bl i sh  a  schedu l e for  i n spect i on  of  C i ty  sa n i ta r y  sew er  sy s tem 
a nd documenta t i on  of  needed i mpr ovements .  
 
P ol i cy :   I nc l ude a nnua l  funds  for  on - goi ng sa n i ta r y  sew er  sy s tem 
ma i ntena nce a nd r epa i r  i n  C i ty ’ s  C a pi ta l  I mpr ovements  P l a n .  
 
P ol i cy :   I ncor por a te needed upgr a des  to,  a nd/ or  r epl a cement  of ,  a gi ng 
sew er  l i nes  i n  Sa n i ta r y  Sew er  I mpr ovement  P l a n .  
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U T  G O A L  # 2 :  D E V E LO P  S A N I TA RY  S E W E R  I M P RO V E M E N T  P L A N  TO  

A D D R E S S  E X I S T I N G  A N D  F U T U R E  S YS T E M  N E E D S .  ( C O N T I N U E D )  
 

P ol i cy :   D evel op educa t i ona l  i n for ma t i on  a dv i s i ng pr oper ty  ow ner s  of  
thei r  r espons i bi l i t y  for  sew er  a nd w a ter  l i nes  on  pr i va te pr oper ty  a nd 
the r i sk s  of  c l a y  pi pi ng,  etc .   

1  
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U T  G O A L  # 3:  C O N T I N U E  TO  P RO V I D E  C I T I Z E N S  W I T H  S A F E  A N D  

A F F O R DA B L E  S U P P LY  O F  N AT U R A L  G A S .  

 
P ol i cy :   U pgr a de a l l  ca s t  i r on  ga s  l i nes  w i th  P V C  or  other  a ppr opr i a te 
ma ter i a l s  i n  nex t  3- 5 y ea r s .  
 
Objectives:  
Create a l ine-item in city budget specif ically for replacement of cast iron uti l ity 

l ines.  

  

Establish a schedule for replacement of gas l ines to coincide with available 

funding budgeted for this project.  

  

Create a map of al l  cast iron l ines and priorit ize replacement schedule by areas of 

greatest need.  

U T  G O A L  # 4 :  E X A M I N E  P OT E N T I A L  R E S O L U T I O N  TO  S TO R M  D R A I N AG E  

I S S U E S .  

 
P ol i cy :   W or k  w i th  C ounty  on  poss i bl e  i mpr ovements  to s tor m dr a i na ge 
sy s tems i n  county  r i gh t - of-wa y .  
 
P ol i cy :   Ensur e tha t  cu r r ent  devel opment  r egu l a t i ons  i nc l ude 
r equ i r ements  for  on - s i te  a nd dow nst r ea m ha ndl i ng of  s tor mw a ter  r un -
of f .  
 
Objectives:  
Institute consistent enforcement of stormwater management standards for both 

residential and commercial development  
 

P ol i cy :   D evel op a  schedu l e for  r epl a cement  of  a gi ng s tor m pi pes  a nd 
i n l et s  a nd i nc l ude a nnua l  fundi ng i n  the C i ty ’ s  C a pi ta l  I mpr ovement  
P l a n .  
 
P ol i cy :   I nc l ude pr ov i s i ons  for  a l ter na t i ve for ms of  ha ndl i ng s tor mw a ter  
( i . e .  r a i n  ga r dens ,  bi o- sw a l es ,  open  f l ow  s t r uctu r es ,  etc . )  
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U T  G O A L  # 5:  E X P LO R E  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  TO  I M P RO V E  A N D  P RO V I D E  

I N T E R N E T,  C A B L E  A N D  F I B E R  O P T I C  S E R V I C E S .  
 

P ol i cy :   C r ea te a  technol ogy  commi t tee to w or k  on  w i r el ess  i n ter net  a nd 
ca bl e ser v i ce i s sues .  
 
P ol i cy :   W or k  w i th  i n ter net  pr ov i der s  to i ncr ea se qua l i ty  of  r es i dent i a l  
a nd commer ci a l  i n ter net  ser v i ce.  
  

Objectives:  

Provide industries and businesses with possible service options.  

  

Explore options for transitioning to Fiber Optic services.  

  

Work to attract additional commercial cable and internet providers to 

Tallassee.  
 

P ol i cy :   Resea r ch  a l ter na t i ve for ms of  i n ter net  a nd phone ser v i ce.  
  
P ol i cy :   W or k  w i th  ca bl e pr ov i der s  to i mpr ove ca bl e T V  ser v i ce c i ty - w i de.  
 

 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  
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P S  G O A L  # 1 :  P RO V I D E  A D E Q UAT E  WAT E R  P R E S S U R E  N E E D E D  F O R  

CO M M U N I T Y  F I R E  P ROT E C T I O N .   
 
P ol i cy :   Requ i r e tha t  new  gr ow th  compl y  w i th  C i ty  devel opmenta l  
s ta nda r ds  i nc l udi ng but  not  l i m i ted to z on i ng a nd subdi v i s i on  
r egu l a t i ons  a nd engi neer i ng s ta nda r ds .  
 
P ol i cy :   W or k  w i th  U t i l i t y  D epa r tment  to upgr a de a nd ma i n ta i n  w a ter  
del i ver y  sy s tem.  

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  
C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  

P S  G O A L  # 2 :  U P G R A D E  O R  R E P L AC E  P O L I C E  A N D  F I R E  E Q U I P M E N T  A S  

N E E D E D .   
 
P ol i cy :   E s ta bl i sh  compr ehensi ve veh i c l e r epl a cement  pr ogr a ms for  a l l  
publ i c  sa fety  veh i c l es  ( F i r e  a nd P ol i ce) .  
 
P ol i cy :   Ex pa nd f i r e s ta t i ons  a nd pol i ce pr esence a s  needed to 
a ccommoda te C i ty  gr ow th .  
 
P ol i cy :   C ont i nue to i n s ta l l  new  f i r e  hy dr a nts  a nd r epl a ce def i c i ent  
hy dr a nts  i n  va r i ous  l oca t i ons  th r oughout  the C i ty  a s  needed.  
 
P ol i cy :   C ont i nue to upda te a nd a cqu i r e a ddi t i ona l  equ i pment  a nd 
sof tw a r e for  di spa tch  a nd other  communi ca t i ons ,  ha z a r dous -ma ter i a l s  
r esponse,  r escue a nd EMS.   
 
P ol i cy :   P a r tner  w i th  school s  a nd other  publ i c  a nd pr i va te en t i t i es  to 
i ncr ea se the number  of  s tor m shel ter s  th r oughout  the C i ty .  
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P S  G O A L  # 3:  W O R K  TO  I M P RO V E  R E L AT I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  E M E RG E N C Y  

S E R V I C E  P E R S O N N E L ,  C I T Y  O F F I C I A L S  A N D  C I T I Z E N S .   
 
P ol i cy :   E s ta bl i sh  a  joi n t  publ i c  sa fety  a ppr ec i a t i on  da y  dur i ng w h i ch  
pol i ce ,  f i r e,  c i ty  of f i c i a l s  a nd c i t i z ens  come together .  
 
P ol i cy :   C r ea te a  C i ty  sponsor ed,  joi n t  “ mock”  emer gency  r esponse t r a i n i ng 
for  P ol i ce a nd F i r e .  
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R S  G O A L  # 1 :  A D D R E S S  L E V E L  O F  S E R V I C E  I S S U E S  
 

P ol i cy :   W or k  to i mpr ove ma i n tena nce schedu l es ,  upgr a de fa c i l i t i es  
w her e needed a nd compl ete un f i n i shed “ fu tu r e bu i l d -out”  a r ea s .  
  

Objectives:  

Identify building maintenance issues and develop a course of action for 

resolving. 

  

Identify facil it ies ( i .e. playing fields, courts, swimming facil it ies etc.)  problems 

and develop a course of action for resolving.  

  

Identify site issues and develop a course of actions for resolving.  

 

P ol i cy :   Encour a ge the of fer i ng of  mor e di ver se cu l tu r a l  pr ogr a ms 
th r oughout  the C i ty ,  i nc l udi ng a du l t  l evel  a th l et i c  pr ogr a ms a nd 
pr ogr a ms for  a ct i ve sen i or  a du l t s .   
  
P ol i cy :   D evel op a ddi t i ona l  a th l et i c  f a c i l i t i es ,  a s  needed,  to meet  the 
dema nds  of  l oca l  u ser s .  
 
Objectives:  

Explore feasibil ity of providing a soccer f ield and/or a community/multi -use 

facil ity .  

 
P ol i cy :   D evel op a  publ i c  r e l a t i ons  pr ogr a m to i n for m a nd i nv i te  c i t i zens  
to pa r t i c i pa te i n  P a r k s  a nd Recr ea t i on  a ct i v i t i es .   
 
Objectives:  

Util ize City website, social media and printed information to highlight 

recreation facil it ies and activities.  

  

Create a system of wayfinding signage to guide citizens and visitors to venues 

and recreational events as well as community points of interest.  

  

Provide regular articles of interest to local outlets and the Chamber of 

Commerce regarding parks and recreation improvements, additions, and 

activities.  

  

Consider holding annual Public Input meetings to acquire feedback on needed 

Parks and Recreation activities.  

    - Form a Patrons Steering Committee 

     - Develop a Park Patrons’ Survey to solicit feedback on park services and  

       programs 

 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  
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C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e  |  I I - 1 3  
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R S  G O A L  # 2 :  C A P I TA L I Z E  O N  C I T Y ’ S  G E O G R A P H I C  A S S E T S  TO  

E N CO U R AG E  R E C R E AT I O N A L  TO U R I S M .  
 
P ol i cy :   Ma r ket  the C i ty ’ s  l oca t i on  betw een  tw o ma jor  met r opol i ta n  
a r ea s  a s  a  pr i me dest i na t i on  for  r ecr ea t i ona l  a ct i v i t i es .  
  
P ol i cy :   P r omote the T a l l a ssee por t i on  of  the A l a ba ma  Scen i c R i ver  T r a i l .  
  
P ol i cy :   H ost  a nd P r omote f i sh i ng events  to ex pa nd upon  T a l l a ssee’ s  
w a ter  r e l a ted venues .  

 
 

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  
C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  

1  
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R S  G O A L  # 3 :  D E V E L O P  P A R T N E R S H I P S  W I T H I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  

R E G I O N  T O  M A K E  B E T T E R  U S E  O F  A V A I L A B L E  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  I N C R E A S E  

F U N D I N G  S O U R C E S  T H R O U G H  S P O N S O R S H I P S  F O R  R E C R E A T I O N  

F A C I L I T I E S ,  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S ,  A T H L E T I C  T O U R N A M E N T S ,  A N D  O T H E R  

E X H I B I T I O N S .   
 
P ol i cy :   Ma r ket  the T a l l a ssee P a r k s  a nd Recr ea t i on  sy s tem a s  a n  
economi c  devel opment  s t r a tegy  tool  for  the C i ty .   
  
P ol i cy :   W or k  w i th  the C ha mber  of  C ommer ce to pr omote y outh  a nd 
a ma teur  spor t i ng events ,  w h i ch  a r e one of  the fa s tes t  gr ow i ng segments  
of  l e i su r e t r a vel .    
  
P ol i cy :   I dent i fy  a nd pr omote r evenue gener a t i ng a ct i v i t i es ,  pr ogr a ms ,  
a nd fa c i l i t i es  to hel p of f set  cost s  a ssoc i a ted w i th  pr ov i di ng ex cel l en t  
publ i c  r ecr ea t i on  ser v i ces .    
 

R S  G O A L  # 4 :  E N S U R E  T H A T  A  F A C I L I T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E  P R O G R A M  I S  

M A I N T A I N E D  A N D  F U N D E D  F O R  A L L  C I T Y  P A R K S ,  R E C R E A T I O N A L  

F A C I L I T I E S ,  A T H L E T I C  F I E L D S ,  V E H I C L E S ,  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E  

E Q U I P M E N T .   
 

P ol i cy :   Ma i n ta i n  ex i s t i ng fa c i l i t i es  a t  a n  es ta bl i shed h i gh  l evel -of  
ser v i ce .    
  
P ol i cy :   Ensur e tha t  r ecr ea t i on  fa c i l i t i es  a r e sa fe for  pa t r ons  by  
pr ov i di ng a dequa te a nd w el l  ma i n ta i ned l i gh t i ng,  r egu l a r  pol i ce pa t r ol s  
a nd other  secur i ty  mon i tor i ng dev i ces .  
  
P ol i cy :   Ma i n ta i n  a  cu r r ent  l i s t  of  ma i n tena nce pr i or i t i es ,  upda ted 
a nnua l l y .    
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R S  G O A L  # 5:  C O N T I N U E  TO  I M P RO V E  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  
 
P ol i cy :   C r ea te a  r egu l a r  ma i n tena nce schedu l e for  the Sen i or  C enter  a nd 
a ppr opr i a te a n  a nnua l  budget  l i ne i tem for  th i s  pur pose.  
  
P ol i cy :   L ook  i n to gr a nt  oppor tun i t i es  or  other  mea ns  of  a cqu i r i ng 
a ddi t i ona l  veh i c l es  to pr ov i de da y  t r i ps ,  a nd homebound mea l  del i ver y .   
  
P ol i cy :   Ex pa nd H omebound Mea l  P r ogr a m to i nc l ude a ss i s t i ng c l i ents  w i th  
da i l y  a ct i v i t i es .  
  
P ol i cy :   P r ov i de oppor tun i t i es  for  sen i or s  to i n ter a ct  w i th  y outh  
“ i n ter gener a t i ona l  a ct i v i t i es” .  
  
P ol i cy :   C ont i nue to w or k  w i th  other  a genci es  to pr ov i de cont i nu i ng 
educa t i on  oppor tun i t i es  for  topi cs  such  a s  hea l thca r e,  f i na nces ,  es ta te 
pl a nn i ng,  etc .   I nc l ude opt i ons  for  L unch  a nd L ea r ns ,  Educa t i ona l  L ectu r es  
a nd Suppor t  G r oups .  
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E D U  G O A L  # 1 :  E X P LO R E  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  F O R  N E W  F U N D I N G  S O U RC E S  

F O R  E D U C AT I O N   
 
Objectives:  

Inquire into ARC and Rural Development Grants.  

 

Determine what resources are available through Workforce Development.  

C i t y  o f  T a l l a s s e e   |  
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II 

E D U  G O A L  # 2 :  W O R K  TO  S T R E N GT H E N  R E L AT I O N S H I P S  W I T H  B U S I N E S S ,  

I N D U S T RY  A N D  C I T Y  G O V E R N M E N T  F O R  S T U D E N T  P L AC E M E N T S  A N D  

L E A R N I N G  O P P O RT U N I T I E S .  
 
Objectives:  

Co-op Opportunities 

 

Scholarships 

 

Shadowing/Mentoring positions with area business & industry  

 

Career Readiness Programs 

 

Fire Science Class and other similar opportunities  

E D U  G O A L  # 3:  I M P L E M E N T  W I F I  U P G R A D E S  CO M M U N I T Y  W I D E  A N D  

D E V E LO P  “ H OT  S P OT S”  

 

 

E D U  G O A L  4 :  C A P I TA L I Z E  O N  TA L L A S S E E  C I T Y  S C H O O L S  A S  A N  

E CO N O M I C  D E V E LO P M E N T  A S S E T.  

  

 

E D U  G O A L  5 :  M A R K E T  Q UA L I T Y  S C H O O L S  A S  A N  A S S E T  F O R  B U S I N E S S ,  

I N D U S T RY  A N D  R E S I D E N T S  CO N S I D E R I N G  LO C AT I N G  TO  TA L L A S S E E  

  

 

E D U  G O A L  6 :  E N H A N C E  FAC I L I T Y  S A F E T Y  A N D  I N S T I T U T E  S E C U R I T Y  

U P G R A D E S  
 
Objectives:  

Work with School Board to reduce access points on school properties  

 

Work with School Board and Police Department on hiring additional resource 

officers and school security  
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